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Thursday, February 3, 1977

‘Sleuth’ mystery without challenge

By ETHEL SIMMONS

“Sleuth.” the current offering at
Meadow Brook Theatre. is an English
murder mystery with enough plot
twists to keep vou in perpetual sur-
prise.

Except for incidental characters.
the two men in leading roles have to
carry the show. They vie against one
another in gamesmanship. but in this
production we. the audience. dont
really feel challenged.

“Sleuth™ is a delicate balance be-
tween the English gentteman. with all
his tradition. snobbishness and pre-
judices. and the lower-class upstart.
who dares to invade the upper-class
world despite being of the wrong eth-

nic and religious background.

Both the gentleman. Andrew Wyke
(Clive Rosengren) and the young pre-
tender Milo Tindle (Fred Thompson:
are rather distasteful fellows. Each
has charm of sorts. cleverness and a
determination to win.

YOU CAN'T really sympathize with
either of them. What's more. the
Meadow Brook stars don't have a spir-
ited rapport in their adversary rela-
tionship.

You find vourself not rooting for
Wyck. the mystery writer. who hosts
the action in his country house at Wil-
tshire. or for Tindle, the slick. poised
travel agent from London who wants
to marry Wyck's wife.

1 found myself more attuned to
Tindle. primarily because Wyck seem-
ed full of bluster. In Rosengren’s por-
trayal of the gentleman, there was too
much pomposity from the start. The
shifts in character that see Wyck’s ex.
terior crumble were not shaded with
the enormous subtlety the part re-
quires.

Thompson. as Tindle, was not quite
as much the gigolo as he could have
been. His pursuit of Wyck's wife.
Margo. appeared less calculating than
the plot insisted (for example. he
agrees to steal her jewels and fence
them. in a scheme with Wyck)

On the whole. the ruthlessness of
his character was not brought out: he
appeared to be a rather nice guy. who

was about to take Margo away {roma
thoroughly despicable husband.

“SLEUTH.” written by Anthony
Shaffer. is basically just a mystery
story. There are many startling ef-
fects. especially having Tindle wear a
clown suit to perform the burglary.
This masquerade adds a touch of the
macabre. an uneasy comedy to the
proceedings.

The costume also points up his lou-
tishness and his humiliation that is to
ensue.

Larry A. Reed. set and lighting de-
signer. has created a scene of comfort-
able English country house interior. a
cozy book-lined study where several
chess sets on tables around the room

give a clue to the rivairy of two supe-
rior games players.

A sheer curtain. showing thé exte-
rior of the country house. broods over
the stage set. pulting the audience in
the mood

Author Shaffer has attempted to de-
velop his characters by showing
Tindle discover a cruel strength as he
moves past fear and Wyck weakens.
The class struggle is only a veneer on
the plot. and the play (although it has
been a hit on Broadway and in the
movies) lacks the stimulating force
that really good theater deserves.

‘Sleuth.” directed by Vincent Dow-
ling. will run at Meadow Brook
through Feb. 20.

Milo Tindle (Fred Thompson)”

explains.

SHOF OBSERVER &
ECCENTRIC CLASSIFIED

NEEDS
BARGA!N
PRICES

PLAN A
VALENTINE’S
WEEKEND
FLING

AT THE
PLYMOUTH

Mt ILTOR NN 4
TWO PEOPLE

TWO NIGHTS
ONLY

$74.75
COMPLETE

Three days and two
nights* occupancy in a
fuxurious room for two
*(Friday and Saturday
nights or Saturday ang
Sunday nights)

Gitt of welcome — your
choice of champagne or
truit basket for your

824 00 in Piymouln
Hikton **fling money”* 1o
spend as you wish in
the Hotel. at nearby golf
or tennis facilities, an
enlertainment such as
movies and Greenfield

Downs (in season)

Complete use of Hotel
facilities, including
health club, indoor
pact, whirlpool, sauna
and game room
Optional **Mini-Fling"*
ane night for
$54.25 per couple
{Friday, Saturday or
Sunday night,

\_ inciuding ail above] /

-
For reservations,
call 313/459-4500
- or contact your

local Travel Agent

 Plymouth Hitton

8 5 Mile & Nonthlie Roads

We
We

on't want your money.
jon't want your time.

We want you to do something
for yourself and your family.

In the next 28 days, 61 Michigan hospitals,

clinics, foundations and services are uniting
in a fight to win the battle against cancer.

To end needless cancer deaths. To help you
and your family avoid cancer.

WHAT YOU CAN DO. Simply call or send for a free
book called “A Better Chance to Live.” Then read
it. From cover to cover. [t's not the kind of book
meant to frighten you. It's the kind of book meant to
help you live a longer, healthier life.

It tells you how to prevent cancer. How some
cancers can be cured. Where to go for free tests.
How to get medical help if you don't have a doctor.
How to get help if you know someone who has
cancer.

ASK FOR “A BETTER CHANCE TO LIVE."” Call
1-800-462-9191 toli-free. Detroit and near suburbs
cali 833-1977. Or write Cancer Action Now Head-
quarters, 110 East Warren Avenue, Detroit, Mich-
igan 48201. And we'll rush you a copy of this
life-saving book.
WATCH OUR WEEK-LONG SPECIAL TV SERIES
on how to beat cancer. Beginning Sunday,
February 20.

See Jerry Hodak give the “Detroit Cancer Test"
on television. And take the test at home. -

Watch the short nightly specials beginning Feb-
ruary 21 for more facts about different cancers, and
interviews with cancer patients,

Finish the week with Jerry Hodak hosting a
half-hour panel of experts who'll answer your
questions on the air as you call them in.

CANCER ACTION NOW. “G\'"" is your American
Cancer Society and The Michigan Cancer Founda-
tion working with citizens of Detroit. it's supported
by the United Foundation of Detroit and The
National Cancer (nstitute (NCI).

NCI has chosen Detroit and CAN to launch a five-
year program against cancer—the first program of
its kind in the nation. CAN wants you to help
yourself now.

CHANNEL 2 TV GUIDE
& Jerry Hodak’s “Detroit Cancer Test”
Testyourselfon TV............... Sun., Feb. 20, 6:30 p.m.
@3 Nightly “Good News

About Cancer” 8:00 & 11:00 Evening News

Industrial cancers and lung cancer.

Breast cancef........c.ouvuine.s Wed., Feb. 23

Colon-rectum and cervical cancers. Thur,, Feb. 24

After cancer, what?..., . Fri., Feb. 25
@ “Hodak hosts Cancer Experts'

Callin your questions ............. Sun., Feb. 27, 6:30 p.m.
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