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SUBLRBAN PGTROIT
THM

1 “THE PINK PANTHER
STRIKES AGAhllN" (PG)

'muum ST GLEIMING'
Smeak Praview Sat, Nt
“FUN WITH DICK & ll" (l)

2 Richard Pryor ~ Gene Wikler
- “SILVER STREAK" (P6)
3 . Walt Disney's
“NEVER A DULL MOMENT”
plus, featurette:
“THREE CABALLEROS"

“MONTY PYTHON
AND THE
HOLY GRAIL”
plus
“TUNNELVISION”

Held Over!
Sherlock Holmes meets
Sigmund Freud . . .

“SEVEN PERCENT
SOLUTION”

Basil r:lﬂ:hbo»e
“THE HOUND OF THE
BASKERVILLES” (G)

Starts Feb. 9th.
“TWILIGHT'S LAST GLEAMING"
with Burt Loncoster

1 Gene Wilder Richord Pryor
“SILVER STREAK"
(PG)
Matinees Wed, Sot & Sun

2 liRo CKY”‘

(PG)

1 Gere Wilder Richard Pryor
Jill Cloyburg

“SILVER STREAK"

(PG)
Matinees Wed, Set & Sun
Sneck Praview St. Nite—3:05 pm.

2 Starts Friday:
Walt Disney’s

“NEVER A DULL MOMENT”
plus, featurette:

“THREE CABALLEROS" -

“MONTY PYTHON AND
THE HOLY GRAIL”
(PG)

’ plus  »
“TUNNELVISION" (R)
Matines Wed. 1:00 p.m. — $1.00

Continuous Matinees Sat & Sum
HOLLYWOOD SNEAX PREVIEW — Friday Night

Gene Wilder Richard Pryor
“SILVER STREAK"”
(PG)

HOLLYWOOD SKEAX PREVIEW
Friday (Feb. 4) Night

Last Day!
9 “SEVEN PERCENT SOLUTION”

. plus .
“HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES"
Starts Fnday

Walt Disn
"FREAKV FRIDAV" (c.)
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Critic’s viewpoint

Players’ production charged with energy

By BARBARA MICHALS

"Cat on a Hot Tin Roof." Tennessee
Williams™ modern classic. is a pow-
erful drama. and the current produc-
tion by the Birmingham Village Play-
ers crackles with electricity.

Under the able direction of Richard
Charlton, an excellent cast brings
both strength and credibility to this
tale of decaying lives on a modern-
day Southern plantation.

Among the first things one notices
is the ease with which the players
handle the Southern accents. never al-
lowing them to sound forced or overly
thick.

Dee Dee Johns-Charlton is out-
standing as Maggie. 2 woman struggl-
ing with catlike feracity to hold on to

her crumbling marriage and her hus.,

band’s stake in his inheritance. Sex-
uvally frustrated by her husband's indif-
ference. Maggie can be in turn sen-
sual, thcnung. supplicating.

“I'm alive! Maggie the Cat is
alive!” Maggie screams at her brood-
ing husband Brick, and Miss Johns-
Charlton indeed makes Maggie come
very much alive.

As Brick, Joseph Nicolini visibly
seethes with suppressed anger and
frustration. Hobbling about on a
crutch because of a broken ankle.
Brick's real crutch is alcohol. He
drinks to try to obliterate his impo-
tence against his domineering father,
avaricious brother and sister-in-law.
and bitterly disappointing mariage
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and to ease his guilt over his best
friend's death.

Howard Beer portrays Big Daddy.
the wealthy plantation owner who re-
mains a true redneck beneath a thin

veneer of Southern gentleman. Beer is
a rough and tough Big Daddy. coarse.
loud. overbearing but thoroughly lik-
able Tor resisting the hypocrisy polite
society requires of him

Dee Dwelley dves an accomlished
job as Big Mama. A bit simple-mind-
ed on the surface, Big Mama still has
the steel to stand up to her domin-
eering husband after some 40 years.

JoAnn Sellers is effective as the syr-
upy-sweet Mae, the scheming Sister
Woman trying to wangle her way into
Big Daddy's affections by breeding a

dynasty for him. Tom D'Agostiio is -
Mae's husband Gooper. the elder son *
who never had a firm grip on his par- |
ents' affections.

Enhancing the performances. the !
Birmingham production employs
some clever sugmg utilizing the idea
of invisible mirrors and doors. Having *
the veranda always visible serves as
an effective reminder of the stifling
heat and stifling emotions on center
stage

The Village Playérs’ version of ~
“Cat on a Hot Tin Roof” is thoroughty
skillful and moving. The production
concludes this weekend with perform-
ances Friday and Saturday evenings
at the playhouse.

How to send news items

Ethel Simmons is entertainment edi-
tor for the Observer & Eccentric news-
papers

Ae\\s releases. photographs or other
information on theater. movies. night
life. restaurants. travel TV and radio

can be mailed to Ms. Simmons at 12
Bowers. Birmingham 48012, or del
cred to any office of the Obscrver &
Eccentric.

The Birmingham office can be
reached by phone at G44-1100.
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Williom Holden
Faye Dunaway
Peer Finch

‘NETWORK"

(RY

2 "LUMIER"”

' A film by
Gean Moreau

“FANTASTIC
INVASION
OF
_ PLANET EARTH”
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SOMERSET DINNER
THEATRE

“LOVERS &

Reservations 6438865
Alfredia.

Restaurant & Cocktuils

Featuring the finest in alian Foods ...

BUSINESSMENS’ LUNCHEONS
at 11:30 A.M.

30715 Ten Mile

Beticeen Orchard Lake and Middichclt Roads &
- ,ﬁé}

474-3033

Farmington Hil

Antipasto. Veal, Pasta, Steaks, and Seafoods

27822 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
At 12 Mile, Just OF U.S. 696
Open Mon. thw Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 a.m.
PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES
@ Businessmen’s Luncheons @ Dinners
CO}?&("}‘QIL ® Entertainment

the
roman
terrace

851-4094
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'( Enjoy a complete Valentine's evenmgﬁ

at Ihe Brass Lamp & Thumpers

Have dinner at the Brass Lamp Restaurant.

Dance til 2 a.m. ot Thumpers next door.

Now accepting reservations 852.0550
Crooks Rd. N. of M-59, Aubum Heights

teds

Ob Town Inn

Our informed Source promises
Six more weeks of Teds.

The report from our research staff is in
with this recommendation: bundle up and
come to Ted's. We're in for more winter and

that's depressing.

An evening at Ted's brings sun-
shine in the form of great cocktails
and dining with good, relaxing en-

tertainment.




