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Tornado warning sirens
delayed by money woes

By JOE MARTUCCI

1t appears doubtful the countywide
warning system will be ready for the
tornado season, less than one month
away.

The tornado season. runs from
March-September. On’ March 20 .of
last yvear, a tornado ravaged West
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Township, leaving one per-
sen dead. dozens injured and an esti-
mated §7 million in pmpenv damage
in its wake,

Shortly after. Beverly Hills resident
Sue Kubn began' a campaign for a
‘countywide alert system. Federal
money was applied for and one grant
has been approved, but much must be
done to create a countywide warning
system.

s

t likely to be installed by
March.” said Ron Hill of the Oakland
County Civil Defense office this week.

Federal officials have notified Coun-
ty Executive Daniel Murphy that a
gram to help pay for the fiyst 24
sirens has been approved. Before
those sirens can be installed, how-
ever. bids must be let and meetings
held with affected local governments
to determine the local share. Hill

id.

Cost of those sirens is $236.742. Hill
said. but the federal Disaster Control
and Civil Defense Preparedness
Agan will pay 50 per cent of the

THE REMAINING 50 per cent, or
$118.371, is to be split between the
county and local governments.

Two more grant applications are
stifl beigg reviewed, said Hill.

A grant of $300,000 is for 24 addition-
al sirens and 70 receiver timer deco-
ders.” which would permit activation
o( c‘(lslmg sirens throughout the coun-

-\ much smaller grant, 56,800, would
provide the communications fink to
the central activation switch at Metro-
politan Airport.

These two grants also hinge on 50-50
financing. Some time was lost be-
cause two of the grant applications
were originally submitted as one. Fed-
eral officials required that they be sep-
arated and resubmitted, Hill said.
. Hills has “no idea” when the sys-
tem would be operationat because of
all the red tape involved.

“When you start dealipg with the
fedsral government. you never can
tell.” he said.

The tornade warning advisory com-

- lat

mittee, set up last summer. had set
an implementation goal of March
1877.

Mrs. Kuhn, a member of that com-
mittee, said shé's “had a lot of calls™
y-from-area residents wondering
about the status of the tormado alert
system.

“WE'RE ON OUR WAY," said Mrs.
Kuhn., adding that she was buoyed by
news that the first grant fad been ap-
proved. but disappointed at missing

"the March goal.

“They say government moves slow-
ly. Well, tornadoes certainly don't.

T really would like to have a test
of some kind with what (sirens) we
have now.” she added

~Inadequate as it is. it's better than
nothing. Perhaps 1-can get somehting
going on that.”

Projected completion date for the
entire warning system is Jan. 31, 1978.
Locatioit of the sirens is to be based
on population.- Sirens in the more
rural areas could be activated locally.
as well as by the master switch.

Ski tours set
for February

Farmington Area Recreation Com-
mission (FARC) in cooperation with
San Marino Golf Club will present a
“Weekend Ski Touring <pec|zcular
beginning Feb. 18.

A moonlight cross-country ski tour
and bonfire is scheduled for'7:30-10:30
p.m. Feb. 18 at the golf club. Ski rent-
al, if necessary, is the oply fee.

A crosscountry ski golf tournament
is scheduled for Feb. 19 beginning at 1
p.m. with a $2 entry fee. Skis are re-
quired for the event in whichdhe play-
er will be on cross-country skis and
hitting a tennis ball to compete in the
game. A trophy will be awarded for
the lowest score.

Events for Feb. 20. beginning at

“noon, include a free waxing clinic and .

*“$ki Tour 77" a noncompetitive fam-
ily event. Upon the completion of a
two-mile trail, all participants will re-
ceive a special participation patch. A
$t fee is required.

All events will take place at the San
Marino Golf Club. 26634 Halstead,
(one-half mile south of Twelve Mile)
in Farmington Hilis.
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I look for tmuble-
and sometimes the

I'm a Consumers Power gas
service man, and it's my
job to troubleshoot. If
people smell gas in
their homes, they call

me and [ get there

fast.

trouble is
no insulation.

But sometimes while I'm working in a customer’s home, | find more trouble —
like no insulation. You'd be surprised to leam how many homes I go into that
aren't adequately insulated.

Some customers tell me they can't afford insulation. But what they really tan't
afford is to pay for all the natural gas it's costing them by not insulating. Over the
long winter, insulation deesn’t cost money— it saves money
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and scarce energy. It’s the best thing.you can do
to your home, and for your gas bill. Believe
me, [ know. I get a gas bill at my home

g every month just like you.

“TEN THOUSAND
WORKING PEOPLE BRINGING
ENERGY 70 YOU."

Consumers
Power

LAWRENCE LASZKO
Gas Serviceman




