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“The Last Tycoon™ (R) brings to the screen F. Scott Fitz- L_i‘fj’f""'f’"" a7 b HAPPY HOUR
gerald's unfinished novel. published in 1841, a year alter his 2 38,{1@ 00
death. It ‘deals with Hollywood during the 30s. The director. .
Elia Kzean. and the scriptwriter. Harold Pinter. have shown NOW FEBRUARY 21st & 22nd. HOWT WE

rare sensitivity to the original source in transforming the fla-
vor and feel of Filzgerald's novel into a movie
Fitzgerald is a difficult writer to adapt to the motion pic-

ture medium. as evident in screen versions of “The Great 10 o.m.- 3 p.m.

Gatsby™ and “Tender Is the Night." There is a romanticism :Siclalsgliﬁg:sméc(mxrhg;:)0:]:'5 beginning Feb. 13th
bout his characters whicl i .-WED.- . 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

‘:cal“ is characters which makes them more poetic than Mon, & Tues. 6 pim, 1o 2 a.m. HAPPY HOUR
There is a distant. enigmalic quality about this movie too, Open Everyday 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Mon.-Fri. 4 p.m.-7 p.m

It's the same quality which pervades the book and its pro-

tagonist. Monroe Stahr. Stahr is an important metion picture NEW MENU

producer whose life is critically intertwined with the industry
he helped build. Yel. his problems and aspirations remain
opague. Viewing this movie is like overhearing a fragment of
someone else’s conversation. You dont know how it got
started or how it will end.

Although ~The Last Tycoon™ is in color. there are numer-
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ous black and white scenes within it. They represent movies Farmington hifls (e Observer & Eeconir & cheese-fosting
in production at the studio. The contrasts are startling and cf- 3 blocks South of 14 Mile Newspapars e DISCO DANCE LESSONS [\, ¢ P Er:m e
fective 851-29%90 Every Wed. o1 10 p.m. - § [romesters] party

“The Last Tycoon” is subtle and low-key. The film clips By Debbic Moran X ‘._E;:_ ~facilities for priate
within it. reflective of pictures made during the '30s. are farci- ~ —No Cover— t i 1 lunch-dinner porties
cal melodramas. simplistic Lo the point of heing moranic. ( FADIES” o

) :

THEY MAKE “The Lust Trcoon” look great in com. Q VIDWINTER PARTY .
parison. but they also introduce a paradox. Why is Monroe QA0 1S HERE AGAIN! & AINMENT NITELY 3
Stabr, the production genius-in-residence. 5o serious about pro- n 5 E .

. ducing such erap? it’s as if a master chef concerned himself 8] FEBRUARY 21, 22 and 23 i Q FEATURIG

with making pudding from a package

There's an episode in the movie suggesting that Stahr has
higher standards. He announces to startled studio execs that
he will produce a movie which will lose money but have artis-
tic value. Unfortunately. we never really learn much ahont
this side of Stahr

In the hook. Fitzgerald tells readers that Stahr is a magnel-
ic and forceful personality. An author can can say these
things. a movie must show them

This_movie implies Stahr’s qualities. it never captures
them. Robert De Niro who plays Stahr is an actor of undoubt-
able ability tas he demonstrated in ““Taxi Driver” and "The
Godfather. Part 111, but his characterization of Stahr is elu-
sive and weak. Stahr is supposed to be a commanding person-
ality. vet when Jack Nicholson appears as Brimmer. the
union organizer. he easily dominates every sceme he plays
with De Niro.

Nicholson appears late in the film when a new théme is in-
troduced belatedly. a struggle for power within the studio.
Here the movie takes license with the author’s notes to hur-
riedly resolve the struggle and conclude the movie.

THERE ARE some individually brilliant scenes in “The
Last Tycoon.™ One is when Stahr and Brimmer first meet. An-
other occurs when Tony Curtis. as the studio’s premier actor.
comes lo Monroe with an embarassing personal problem.
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Both episodes are constructed so that lengthy silences. repeti- COCKTAIL .
tions and cliches become eloquent revelations of mood and HOUR ° Enlcrtmr‘lment .~
character.

However, after two hours and 15 minutes of “The Last Ty-

coon.” Stahr is as much an enigma as at the beginning. The
movic captures the mood. but not the man. And it does so in
more time than it takes to read this short novel.
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NEW RELEASES

THE CASSANDRA CROSSING (R). A ridiculous melodrama
about a plague-ridden train, a shaky bridge and a staunch
colonel who has to make “teugh decisions.”” Big names in
this big turkey.

THE ENFORCER (R). Violence and gun play in the “Dirty
Harry™ manner as Clint Eastwood shoots it out with a ter-
rorist gang in San Francisco in this third film in the
series.

FREAKY FRIDAY (G). Disney movie about a mother and

her leenage daughter who change roles fand bodies) for a
day. Lets of fun and a little insight as each learns about

. the other’s problems

FUN WITH DICK & JANE (PG). Jane Fonda and George
Segal in a snappy social satire about an unemployed engi-
neer and his wife who turn to crime when, he cant find a
job and they flunk welfare.

KING KONG (PG). The big ape is back again with his same
old destructive but sensitive personality. Jessica Lange
plays the love in bis life. Revised version with some
tongue-incheek dialogue.

NETWORK (R). Fierce satire atlacking the teleivison in-
dustry and mass media generally. Top performances by

. Peter Finch, Faye Dunaway and William Holden in fast

paced. grimly humorous film.

ROCKY (PG). Human warmth and exciting drama combine
in this stirring film about a noname boxer who gets a
chance at a title bout. Acting accolades to entire cast and
especially Stallone as Rocky.

THE SENTINEL (R). Another yarn where supernatural for-
rors unravel in a New York brownstone where the forces
of good and-evil clash.

. SILVER STREAK (PG). Gene Wilder. Richard Pryor. Pa-

trick McGoohan and Jill Clayburgh make tracks in this

' comedy-thriller about murder and mayhem on a train, and

sometimes off.
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the Finest in Chinese
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Mon.-Thurs. 1110 p.m. @ Fri. 1311 .,
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and WORLD CHAMPION!

A STAR IS BORN (R). Long-awaited remake with Barbra
Streisand and Kris Kristofferson as rock stars (rather than
. movie stars} whose careers head in different directions.

Just mall a post card with your name and address to: Ice Capades. c/o The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft PRoad, Livonia, MI 48150. We will give away 20 pair of tickets in the
Ppagss of our classitied section, beginning February 28. Enter today! .

. * TWILIGHT'S LAST GLEAMING (R). A thriller about terror-
' Ists who take over a ULS. missile silo, thereby possessing

the clout to hald the country at bay and demand some

heavy ramsom.
YOYAGE OF THE DAMNED (PG). Moving story of a histor-
ic incident about a ship filled with Jews expelled from Hi-

. * ler's Germany who are denied haven in free countries,

MOVING RATING GUIDE
‘G - General audiences admitted. .
PG Parenial guidance suggested. All ages sdmitted.
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
X. No one under 18 admitted.

. )

.. continues their eight week engagement
rough Feb. 26 for your listening and dan-
cing pleasure. Monday through Thursday
B from 8:30 p.m.. Friday and Saturday from
9 p.m. Coming Monday: “Breezin' "
3 ,Northfield Hilton Inn
6500 Crooks Rd. at .75
Troy, Michigan 48098
{313) 879-2100 .
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