Republican dissenter’s message:

Spread party money around

By TIM RICHARD

At the podium, James Burdick of
Southfield. unsuccessful Republican
. candidate in the I7th Congressional
District Iast November, was nomi-
nating Willlam F. McLaughlir for a
fifth term as GOP state chairman,

In the Cobo Hall audience. Brian
K/idsmn of Plymouth. unsuccessful Re-
plblican candidate in the 37th State
House District last November. had a
frown creasing his usually merry
face. and he was wearing a red badge
supporting F.' Robert Edwards for
state chairman.

McLaughlin of Northville won with
818 votes. but Kidston and the other
589 delegates who supported Edwards
at Saturday’s state convention sent
McLaughlin and Gov. William G Milli-
ken a message:

Don't cream off party funds for the
top of the ticket: spend more money
and energy trving to clec! Republi-
cans to other offices.

McLaughlin and Milliken indicated
they got the message.

BURDICK'S NOMINATING speech
was evidence the message was get
ting through

The voung suburban lawyer's words
were picked carefully. “Our governor
did a super job in heing reelected (in
1974, His re-election was a result of
work by Bill McLaughlin and the dis-
trict chairman around the state

1 don't know if he 1Milliken) could
have done it without Bill McLaugh-
hi

he first person who came to my
aid, id excandidate Burdick. “was
Bill McLaughlin. He was there him-
self, He should have the opportunity
of working with the party and the

opte.
And thus did a candidate. who got
massive help and money from the
party organization. pay tribute to the
leaders who aided his uphill battle in
a normally Democratic district that in-
cludes northwest Detroit. Redford.
Farmington and Southfield
KIDSTON DIDN'T make any
speeches. “They write off whole dis-

JAMES BURDICK
He got Bill's help

tricts.” he said of the party iead-
ership which gave him practically no
money and let him raise what little he
cpuld himself.

“There was no help. no support at
all. [ don't have $5.000 or $6.00 to
spend on a campaign.” saic the
Plymouth School District adminis-
trator who lost to Democratic consery-
ative "Tom Brown of Westland in the
western Wayne County district

Kidston had an affinity for Ed-
wards, who was a state representa-
tive from the Flint area for several
terms before being beaten in 1975
“Last time the union went after him
The president {Carter) wound up his
campaign there. Milliken is fine, but
if he loses, that’s it. We golta get the
courts hécause we got shaftec last
time." he sai

Kidston referred to the legistative
apportionment  question decided by
the Democratic-controlled Michigan
Supreme Court.

OVER IN Burdick's own 17th Dis-
trict, Rhys Lewis, a sometime Red-
ford Township trustee. was also sup-
porting Edwards. I get tired of work-
ing for the top of the ticket. If the goy-
ernor would come around and put his
arm around our local candidatz for
stdte representative. that would be
enough.” said Lewis.

Then Lewis put his finger on znoth-
er sore spot—Jerry Roe. McLaugh-
lin's right-hand man in the party or-
ganization. “Roe’s not tending to husi-
ness. Thev're not responsive to local
races.”

A few feel away. State Rep. W.V
(Sandy) Brotherton of Farmington
was wearing no buttons suppcrting
anyone for state chairman.

I hardly know McLaughlin. even
though U've been an Oakland County
commissioner and I'm now a sccond
term legislator. I'm a little fish, hut
I'm ane of only 40 or 3 Republcans
in the legislature.”

Brotherton said McLaughlin  had
shaken his hand maybe once or twice
in Brotherton's career as a partisan

A Plymouth delegate recaliec the
United Republican Fund of the 19505
A single fund-raising effort aided all
candidates. who submitted their budg-
ets to fund administrators.

The fund was discontinued. and now
all GOP candidates are canvassing
the same contributors for moneyv. "1
used to give $300 a year to the fund
Now I give $100 to my congressman
and forget the rest of the ticket."” said
the delegate, who wore no button for
any chairman candidate.

VIRTUALLY ALL party leaders in
the suburbs were supporting McLaugh-
lin. One pointed out that by pumping
funds in districts where chances of
success were marginally best. Re-
publican Robert Law of Livonia had
upset Democratic State Rep. John
Markes in the 3th House District

When Edwards appeared to he dan-
gerously close to victory the night
prior to the convention, Sen. Rchert
Griffin's staff and Milliken's trusted

political operative, Keith Molin, went
to local caucuses and put heat on to
re-elect McLaughlin,

But if Edwards lost the chairman-
ship, his message got through. His
slick literature pointed out that since
McLaughlin became chairman in 1969,
the GOP had lost four congressional
Seats, six state senate seats and 11
state house seats in Michigan.

Milliken himself. speaking to the
convention. indicated to delegates the
Edwards message was clear. *1 want
you to know that this governor is lis-
tening to you," the governor said to
thunderous applause.

And McLaughlin: taking the podium
after his narrow victory, said. “1
know Ive heard everything youve
said.”" And he promised to work to

win everything in 1978 “from the gov- ,

ernor’s office right down to the town-
ships.”

HERE'S HOW Observer & Eccen-

tric area delegations voted on the ,

party chairmanship:

2nd Congressional District—37 to 23
for McLaughlin. The chairman’s vie-
tory margin cime from the Washte-
naw and Monroe county portions, how-
ever: the Brian Kidstons in the
Wayne portion favored Edwards 18-13

12th District {Rochesler in Oakland
County. Macomb and St. Clair coun-
ties)—38-30 for MeLaughlin.

15th District (including Garden
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17th District—i3-22 for McLaughlin.
18th District (Troy and eastern Oak-
land and part of Macomb County)—
42:30 for Edwards. After heing won
once by a Republican after redistrict-

WHAT'S UPSTAIRS AT MODERN?
HERE'S JUST SOME OF WHAT YOU'LL FIND UPSTAIRS:
. omom:‘:.l gsnnmuos

metal & plexiglass
© DRIED FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
® ARTIFICIAL PLANTS & TREES
® DIGITAL CLOCKS & WALL CLOCKS

® PORTABLE BARS & BAR

« DESKS & DESK ACCESSORIES
© CHAIRS & SOFAS

® FILES & MACHINE STANDS
© TABLES FOR EVERY NEED

ing in 19722 the 18th elected a Demo-
crat in 1974 and 1976

19th District—Bill Broomfield's loy-
alists in western Oakland County
stuck with McLaughlin, 65-35.

“UPSTAIRS” SPECIAL
ALL STOCKED
DESK ACCESSORIES

2 5 % o FF REGULAR PRICES

ONE WEEK ONLY
Now through March 4th

“Your

Boy"

Modern Office Supply Co.

w 642-56

o -

MON-FRi 8:00-5:00 p.m. SAT 9:00-Noan
31535 SOUTHFIELD ROAD
(between 13 & 14 Mile Rds.}

. BILL McLAUGHLIN
He listened
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g
SAR.
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é% LIVONIA

P 522-5300
o DS SRa )

Since 1925

15986 Middlebelt
between 5 & 6 Mile Rds.

FIRST COMMUNION
GIRL
Ceramic Figure 62"

Revolves and plays
“Ave Mana™”

" 7Mite.Farmington Rd. 478-0707

Authorized Dealer of

LEES Carpets

Carpets and Resilient Fioors

i
KRAMER @30.§

We are reducing our inventory of new &
used pianos, Organs, by such famous
makes as Wurlitzer, Hammond, Kim-

ball, Lowrey,” Gulbransen, Cann,
Themas, Yamah, Steck, Grinngll and
many more.

Guitars; Amplifiers, Violins, Drum Qut-
fit, P.A. Systems, etc., all name brand
manufacturers. All at cost & below!

SPECIAL PRICES

Lhomas

ASOUND FOREVERYONE

On the Lawrence Welk organ with Color-Glo,
Fancy Foot Arpeggio ond many other easy ploy

o Pianos ware $1.795
NOW $1,050

o Drum Sats wera $1,000
NOW $450
© Drgans wers $2,595
NOW $1,595

AeepSmiling )

$750,000 INVENTORY

SALE NOWIN PROGRESS
First Time in Hammell Music History We Are Offering/
SAVING OF UP TOC 50% Or More

Limited Quantities

“Sm iley Brothers

7Y 7
r o Bimigham, 010, e HAMMELL MUSIC, INC.
2 7 % OFF Dearbon, 5664 Telegraph . Detrait, 5510 Woodward > 15630 MIDDLEBELT ROAD, LIVONIA

875-7100
Free Parking

278-1324 North of Five Mile

Convenient Terms
427-0040 o 937-1040

Available

Open Sunday 1-5

“ALL
WALLPAPER

CALL IN ANY PATTERN FROM ANY BOOK.
~Post Wallcovering Distributors

on everything

TROY ANN ARBOR SOUTHFIELD {custom orders, too)
! 524-2200 662-1140 3537007
BLOOMFIELD ROCHESTER LIVONIA
851-7110 651-2600 522-7500
GROSSE PTE. » FARMINGTON MT. CLEMENS Coy
886-4050 4741780 792-0800

PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED ® NO DEPOSIT
NO FREIGHT CHARGE ® NO DELIVERY CHARGE o PAY WHEN DELIVERED TO YOUR HOME o AL
WALLPAPER AT FULL DECORATOR'S DISCOUNT @ TO EVERTONE . . . 365 DAYS A YEAR J

JAanr
Henredon
Save 2047 on all Henredon
sofas and chairs. Save as
much as 205 on Henredon woods.

Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer!

INCREDIBLY LOW PRICES AT
OUR WAREHOUSE OUTLET
EVERY SATURDAY 1C fo 3PM.!

Enjoy substanticl savings on floor samples, one-of-a-
kinds, scrotch & dent items, odds & ends and discon-
finued styles, All merchandise is from quality manu-
focturars who supply our regular stores. Naturally ot
such great reductions, all goods are sold ‘os is' and all
soles are final. New orrivals weekly,

Dining Louis XVI can be as casual or as formal as

vou make it. McLaughlin's invites vou to coffee

and tea with Louis XVI. . . interpreted in this v
Capri Il grouping . . . shown graciously among .
many Henredon peens. all at savings. In solid ash
and hickory veneers accented by metal grillework,
cane chairs. in gleaming fruitwood finish or
Antique White.

Oval Pedestal table. 53(4‘2", two 207
aproned leaves, was $748, sale $673

Arm chair was $209, sale $18§
Server was $649. sale $584

China was SL375 sale $1,237
Side chair was $176, sale $158
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- BANKAMERICARD + MASTER CHARGE » CONVENIENT TEAMS

- . 1=

the [ Learthside |i5 |
/AREHOUSE OUTLEY el

© UVONIAL 11845 Mayfield (Rear of our execitive offces)
- OPEN URDAY ONLY 10 AM to 3 PM

McLaughlins. Master Charge. Bank Americard

Moncay, Thursday, Friday til nine
Tuesday and Saturday 1l five
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

of southgate .

14405 Dix-Toledo, between Northiine and Eureka 285-5454
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