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Farmington coach Barry Walsh (top) demon-
strates a wrestling hold to Dean Schultz, who' has

earned a place in the state championships.

By TOM BAER

The three Farmingtlon high schools
have produced successful wrestling
teams this season—and the season con-
tinues for nine area matmen. who
have qualified for the Class A state
chmmpionships this Saturday at West-
emn Michigan University in Kala-
mazoo.

The state qualifiers advanced by fin-
ishing in the top four in their weight
classes in Saturday’s regional toumna-
ment at Flint Northwestern High.
Coach Barry Walsh's Farmington
High team turned in the best perform-
ance, qualifying five wrestlers and fin-
ishing third in the regional with 58'z
team points.

North Farmington and Farmington
Harrison, which also competed in the
Flint Northwestern regional. each
qualified two wrestlers for the state
finals.

Farmington's qualifiers include sen-
ior Dean Schultz (165 pounds). who fin-
ished first in his weight class: junior
Ron Stern (98). who {inished second:
Randy- Stern (112). who took third:
junior Marty Bona (155). who placed
third: and senior Jim Simmons (1451,
who finished fourth.

North Farmington's qualifiers are
senior Marty Benda {132). who fin-
ished third: and junior John Cotter
(1383, who took a fourth, Harrison will
be represented by junior Fred Black-
mer (178). who topped his weight
class; and senior Damian Crudele
(155). who took a second

FARMINGTON'S SCHULTZ, who
has a 259 individual record. had only
five points scored on him in his three
regional matches. He opened by beat-
ing Alpena’s Brian Krajniak. 7-3. and
then he decisioned Waterford Mott's
Alan Motzny. 5-1. Schultz decisioned
Flint Northwestern's James Holliman.
4-1, for the 163-pound title.

“Schultz was outstanding.” Walsh
said. ““He never stopped moving and
he was very aggressive right from the
start. He never gave an opponent
time to score on him. If he wrestles
as well at state as he did in the region-
al. I think we'll have a state champ at
Farmington.™

At 98 pounds. Ron Stern beat Flint
Northwestern's C.J. Herron, 9-3, and
then took 2 4-3 decision from’ Water-
ford Kettering's Randy Olson before fi-
nally losing to Northwestem's Llewel-
Ivn Wilson. 8-5. Ron has a 354 record.
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Randy Stern, Ron’s twin brother,
opened his bid at 112 by dropping an
114 decision to Northwestern's An-
thony Sullivan, but then came back to
win three-straight matches. downing
West Bloomfield's Mike Wiltiams (8-
2). Harrison’s Jeff Bernia (1) and
Bridgeport's Steve Miller 9-5). Randy
has a 2312 record.

Bona upped his record to 21-5. Flint
Southwestern's Fred Ringo. the de-
fending state champ in the 155-pound
class, defeated Bona. 85. in the open-
ing match. But Bona came back to de-
cision Lake Orion's Ed Haagan (20).
Port Huron Northern's Everett Hyde
142) and Northwestern's Daryl Dan-
tzlor. 13:5.

Simmons. who qualified for state
last season. dreiw a bye and then lost
to Sims Johnson of Northwestern, 3-2.
Simmons then stopped Davison’s Tim
McComb, 10-} in overtime, and then
was pinned by Clio's Craig Brown in
4:10. Simmons sports a 28-6-1 record.
e're very excited abcu( having
five kids in the state meet.” Waish
said. “They all wrestled well and I'm
very proud of them.”

NORTH FARMINGTON'S Benda
lifted his record to 338-1. He opened
with a 9-2 decision over Lasse Kas-
servo of Howell. and then lost to Rick
Kirby of Swartz Creek. 9-7. I thi
that would be it for Bend: i
North coach Jim O'Leary. "I thought
he'd jose his concentration and be
really down psychologically.”

But Benda came back to stop Harri-
son’s Pat Maher. 7-5. before taking an
84 decision from Kasservo to finish
third.

O’Leary was especiaily impressed
with Cotter. who couldn't practice the
week before the regional because of
an injured knee

“His knee was so swollen that he
went to his doctor.” O'Leary said
“The doctor told him that he probably
wouldn't be able to wrestle. He had to
take three whiripools a day and take
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a couple of pills every three hours.

At the end of the week, they told
him he could wrestle..But he had to
work very hard to get his weight
down. He was sore because he hadn't
practiced all week. and he was weak
from trying to cut weight. Just mak-
ing it to the regional represented a tre-
mendous effort on his part.”

Cotter lost his first match to Fliny
Cartnan’s Steve Cushman. 140 in over:
time. He came back to beat Lake
Orion’s Joe Jomes. 1.0, and Port
Huron's Doug Rich. 105, before drop-
ping an 11-2 decision to Alpena’s Bob
Siegert in the consolation finals. Cot-
ter has a 31-6 record.

HARRISON'S BLACKMER ‘wres-
tled the best he’s ever wrestled,” ac-
cording to Harrison coach Dick «Cook.
Blackmer. who has a 387 record.
pinned Grand Blanc’s Larry Zito at
1:57. tock a 169 decision from Car-
man’s Dan Eltard. and then won a 17-
12 decision over LUtica Eisenhower’s
Terry Witt.
~In wrestling, you have to learn to
relax.” Cook said. “Fred had every-
thing else going for him—and now
he’s put it all together because he's
learned to relax. I think he'll be ready
for next weekend.”

Crudele. who has a 331 record, deci-
sioned Northwestern's Dantzler (12-1)
and Port Huron Northera's Hyde ¢8-0)
before falling to Southwestern's
Ringo. 8-4.

~Damian wrestled two very good
matches, but I don't think he did too
well against the state champ
+Ringo),” Cook said. “Damian should
have beaten him. But Ringo ran from
him, and Damian hadn't had that hap-
pen to him before.”

Flint Northwestern won the regional
team title with 103"z points. Swartz
Creek was second with 7l'z.

Regional summary-
see page 4

Farmington cagers
slip past Harrison

Bpb Finnell scored 11 points in the
final quarter to help Farmington over-
come a four point deficit (31471 at
the third quarter and roli over Harri-
son. 6160, in a nonleague basketball
game Tuesday night on Farmington's
court

The victory raised Farmington's
overall mark to 11-7. The loss caused
Harrison to fall to 109 for the season.

Harrison coach Bob Sutter's team
was behind five points. 34-29, at haif-
time. The Harrison Hawks hustled in
the third. scoring 22 points to Farm-
ington’s 13 to grab the lead,

But Farmington coach Bruce
Brown’s team rallied in the fourth
quarter to clinch the game. The Fal-
cons scored 17 points to Harrison's
nine. Finnell scored eight points with
four baskets and three points from the
free throw line, Dick Radatz added an-
otherfour from the foul line.

Last half come
lifts N. Farmingion

North Farmington staged a rally in
the last half to defeat Waterford Ket-
tering. 68-59. in a nonleague basket-
ball game last Tuesday night on
North's court. The victory raised the
North Farmington Raiders overall
mark to 108.

North took a 10-2 lead early in the
first quarter but ‘lost it when Ketter-
ing outscored North 16-14. By half-
time, Kettering was leading by only
one point (32311,

Then coach Ken Dean’s team got
hot and dominated the last half, out-
shooting Kettering, 19-12 and 18-15.
Mike Garcia helped by scoring eight
of his game-high 15 points in the third
quarter and five during the fourth,
Teammate Mark Thompson added 10
points.

Three players sccred 14 points for
Kettering. They were Scott Woodhull,
Don Hirm and Kevin Andress.

North Farmington travels to Red-
ford Thurston on Friday for a North-
west Suburban League game. If the
Raiders defeat Thurston, they will be
NSL co-champions with Westland
.John Gienn. The key game beings at 8
p.m.

Harrison's Paul Butkunas was game
high with 22 points. Lou Vulaj scored
10 for Harrison.

Rick Milhizer was high scorer for
Farmington with 20 points. Team-
mates Fennell and Raditz each added
17.

Farmington travels to Pontiac
Northern next on Friday (Feb. 251 for
an Inter Lakes League match. Harri-
son will host Plymouth Canton next
Friday (Feb. 25) in a Western Sixth
League compclmon Both games start
at 8 pm
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District pairings

Fallowing are the team pairings for
the state Class A basketball district
tournament at North Fatrmington
H)gh School. Besides hest North Farm-
inglon, the district includes Farm-
ington High Schoo!. Farmington Harri-
son, Detroit Denby and Detroit West-
ern.
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