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Cold can cause gas line breaks - pymwrawr—rr——r———

Most people know this is the coldest +  gone undetected, a Consumers Power the incomplete combustion of natural
winter of the century. Most people spokesman satd, and won't be noticed gas. Its presence is difficult to detect
know long-range forecasts calt for con- until warmer weather arrives. At that because it is invisible, odorless and
tinued below average temperatures point, the gas may start bubbling up tasteless. Sympm_ms of the presence :
through February. And most people through the ground. If it's spotted, he of carbon monoxide are moisture on
know that when its done, this may be said, “immediately call Consumers windows, smarting of the eyes, dizzi- e&wf amer‘c“ﬂ
the coldest winter ever recorded since Power in Royal Oak at 549-7700 ness, weakness, nausea, headaches 2 3
anyone ever kept track of such things COAJ::. waggenelr, gene;al mapdz\g?r cg§ and eventually unconsciousness.

v i nsumers metro region, said lo . :

(.\xnaui,;n ?ﬁm?lin'ff”m"ﬂ‘e k;“’f,‘a,’f residents can help, by reporting the “Furnaces are working overtime at . Q«stjmware
gerous affect on the very natural gas odor of gas as soon as possible. Crews or near maximum capacity in ‘fhese
pipelines that have helped keep the are always on duty to check and re- below-freezing temperatures.” he
cold out of homes and businesses. pair any breaks in the ling, he said. said. *'Aithough they are designed to

According to Consumers Power, the In addition, the extremely cold safely vent all products of combustion
unprecedented depth of the frost this weather has put an extra burden on up the chimney, leaks or other mal-
year is snapping the gas distribution furnaces and increased the likelihood functions jn the furnace or venting sys-
pipelines almost as often as it's break- of carbon monoxide leaks, Waggener tem can cause carbon monoxide to
ing water mains. said. find its way into the home and cause

Many of these broken lines have Carbon monoxide is a byproduct of serious illness or death.”

Sky’s limit for insurance rates

creased 5% per cent.

By SUSAN TAUBER KLEIN According to Handler, who works for Farmers

Anyone can get auto  insurance—if - you're Insurance Group. insurance companies are rais-
willing to pay for it. ing rates so the can pay claims.

Although auto insurance companies are being “Insurance companies must keeb a surplus to
more selective about who they allow to purchase pay claims. They must keep a certain amount in
insurance. four agents agree anyone can get it. the surplus. If it gets [ow. it affects the rates."

“It’s no trouble to get insurance.” said Harold THE SURPLUS supposedly has been depleted
Handler from S & H Insurance Agency in South-  because the industry has had to dip into the sur-
field. “The only problem is paying for it. The  plus to get money to stay in business.
main problem is costs have gone so high.” As Donald Olson of Travelers Insurance Co. in

In a recent Southfield Eccentric article. Southfield said. “When eclaim payments become

Thomas C. Jones, the commissioner of insurance severe because of inflation. we have to go some-
for the Michigan State Insurance Bureau. said where for the dollar. We go to the surplus.”

TWO PEOPLE)  auto insurance rates tave increased in the siate This tesults in higher premiums and the in-
25-30 per cent in the past 18 months. The reason. dustry's becoming more selective in accepting

TWO NIGHTS he said. is the price of items auto insurance buys customers,
‘ ONLY has increased. *“We take a longer look at who we write policies
““We are the middlemen." said a spokesman for for.™ said Olson, an insurance agent for 20 years
$74.75 Allstate’s Michigan regional office in Southfield. W review policies’ and if we get nervous, we

N “We fix bodies. cars and homes. We pav the  make changes, often in the pricing."

COMPLETE going rate to fix these. With inflation. increased Because of the higher prices charged for poli-
costs in labor and increased material costs. the  cies by standard insurance companies. Olson

prices for claims has increased.” thinks more people are going to the Michigan In-
The Allstate spokesman requested that his  surance Pool. a state system to insure high-risk
name not be used.

drivers.

“Companies have to do something to be sol- William Magee. of the Michigan Insurance Bu- PERFECT s R 'I' M ]
venl.” he said. “They either restrict the market  rcau, said in January 1977. there were 8578 o] CREPE EVE Y I E.
or increase prices or do a combination both." requests with the Michigan Insurance Pool. In 3
THE ALLSTATE spokesman said the insurance January 1976, there were 2.147 requests
industry is trying to catch up with inflation. “Possibly there is something going on. The pool L © CREPE GRIDDLE NEXER LEAVES THE BURNER
“We are always two years behind in increasing  picked up in mid-summer 1975, and each month it * NATURAL FINISH 9" CAST IRON PAN
rates. With inflation. we are always playing has increased.” <
catch-up.” Consumers are not the only ones suffering dur- COME IN AND SEE THE DEMONSTRATION
The result of the higher auto insurance costs is ing the period of high prices. DURING THESE HOURS:
higher rates for the consumer. "It hurts everyone." said Vettraino, “The insur- 3 * PRICES GOOD
Mike Vettraino, part owner with Bill Mayer of  ance companies are not hiring new agents and L THURSDAY FEB. 24 6PMto 9PM 3
Tnvee days and two Keys Insurance Agency in Lathrup Village. is an  are cutting agents’ commissions FRIDAY FEB. 25 2PMio5 PN THURDATEHD.24
nights™ occupancy i a independent agent. He said one company raised Olson is optimistic about the future, however. : " THRU SATURDAY
1.‘1".“”“;‘/:2:’:’;;{‘1’{";;: adul]! insurance 15 per cent ar;)d raised rates for  He said the insurance industry goes through a 6PMto 9 PM FEB. 26, 1977
{r reay singles. under 21 years of age, by 50 per cent. cyele every five vears.
g%; nza,‘“‘g“' ang “I feel like an idiot telling customers they are “Every five years. underwriting profits dis- SATURDAY FEB. 26 10AM 105 PH
going to have to pay those amounts.” Vettraino appear. the market becomes restrictive. the price
said. levels get adjusted again. and profits increase.”
He said he recently told a 21 vear old who “But this time." he added. “there is more in-

never had a claim that his rate had been in-  {lation,
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