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LOUISE SNIDER

Farmer’ opts

for violence, gore

The opening scenes of “The Farmer™ (R} suggest a movie
of some promise. A World War II hero. winner of the Silver
Star, is retumning to his farm in the South. There is a racial
incident aboard the homebound train. and he gets tossed off
for defending a black soldier’s right to be served at, the
“white” bar. He finally arrives home to find his farm run-
down and the mortgage debt built up.

For a while. it looks as if the movie will explore some im-
portant social issues: The plight of the returning veteran. the
problems of the small-acreage farmer. the lingering racial
tensions. But between the initial conception of this movie nd
the final production. someone must have lost faith. because
“The Farmer” abandans every promising line of devel-
opment to opt for that box office staple. hloody violence.

The veteran and farmer (Gary Conway). in an effort to
raise money to save his farm. gets involved with gansters.
For $30.000 he agrees to be the instrument for revenge
planned by a gambler tMichael Dante) blinded by the mob.

Midway through his five-persan killing spree. when the gam-
bler’s giclfriend (Angel Tompkins} brings him the payoft
money. the farmer says, “The moncy’s not important.” Hard
to believe. don't you think?

EVENTUALLY (though nut soon enough) he gets the grisly
job done. gets the money and gets the girl—the one who had
been the gambler's pirlfriend. The mob conveniently disposed
of the gambler.

One thrcnl is left. The mob's hit man. following orders he
received befere everyone was killed off. is now after the girl
He trains the sight of his high-power rifle on her and the
farmer. but he spares them both because of a coincidence
that' is bevond all credibility

At the end, the farmer is back on his land. mortgage pre-
sumably. paid off and his citified. brassy girifriend is wearing
a ruffled organdy apron and gleefully tending the chickens
like Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.

Responsibility far this shoddy movie with its confused
values and annoying pretensions rests with Gary Conway. He
was hoth producer and star.

The acting requirements were minimal. Conway’s ro!
called for physical dexterity. not emotional range. Similarly.
the others in the cast were stereotypes—slick or sleazy.
areascball or weasel. whatever was needed

There is a love scene in “The Farmer™ that is heautifully
photographed in a succession of slow dissolves and super-
impositions. That and some original songs are about the only
entries on the plus side of this movie's ledger.

It's somewhat puzzling that the setting for “The Farmer™
is post-World War I1. not post-Viet Nam. Within the context
of its story, the excessive violence and the image of the re-
furning vet as a hardened cynic. disdainful of his own he-
roics. seem more attuned to the 70s than the {0s
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Sign points to Old West trail

Montana, Nebraska. North Dakota
and South Dakota share a heritage of
the buffalo. a once near-extinct ani-
mal that freely roamed millions of
acres in this area. Today a bulfalo-
head sign points the way for travelers
seeking adventure in these states.
known collectively as the Old West
Trail. .

The Old West Trail, organized in
1985 to promote tourism in these begin-
ning-of-the-West states. is actually an
automotive tour along interstate high-
ways and major state roads in this re-

ion.

¥ The buffalo head symbol was cho-
sen to mark the Old West Trail be-
cause the buffalo was lord of this west-
ern country before the coming of the
white man. After almost complete ex-
termination. the buffalo has outlived
its adversaries. and again roams
these four stateés—on private ranches.
in national and state parks and on
bison ranges and game refuges.

The huffalo head signs lead trav-
elers to approved attractions. mark
City and Area Circle Tours and keep
the visitor headed toward prime vaca-
tion fun wherever he roams on the
trail. The symbol is a dependable
guide to quality attractions and facil-
ities throughout the four-state area

THE OLD WEST Trail is a trail for
modern travelers. although it paral-
lels the pioncer trails of yestefday:
The Oregon Trail. Bozeman. Over-
land, and Lewis and Clark Trails
Teday’s travelers drive and ride in au-
tomobiles or recreation vehicles.
while the people who trekked these
routes in the 18th and 1th centuries
walked or rode in covered wagons.

Pathfinders Lewis and Clark weré
among the first to traverse these
states on the Old West Trail. Follow-
ing them were mountain men, prospec-
tors. cattlemen. sodbusters. track-
layers and city builders. Today the

pioneering traveler will find himself
following in the path of Lewis and
Clark, as well as traveling segments
of these other famous trails.

In the traveler’s search for vacation
adventure on the Old West Trail. the
buffalo head symbo! leads him to his-
toric sites, museums. cemeteries and
saloons. State and national parks.
monuments, national memorials and
natural attractions are marked, too.

A City Circle Tour in North Platte.
Neb.. for example. will take the vi
itor to Fort Cody Trading Post. Buf-
+falo Bill's Ranch and State Historical
Park. a steam lozomotive. a museum
and Buffalo Bill's Wild West Arena
Each site is designated by the buffalo
sign and the self-guided tour follows a
complete circle. bringing the vacatio-
ner back to his original starting point.

In Montana. the Lewis and Clark
Expedition traveled through the Great
Falls arca during the summer of 1805.
The city of Great Falis, named hy

Special shows on cruises

Lewis and Clark for the large falls of
the Missouri River located nearby.
offers a seven-stop City Clrclc Tour.

VISITORS CAN tour the artist
Charles M. Russell’s original studio
and art gallery. Giant Springs and its
fish hatchery. the Lewis and Clark
portage marker and other attractions.

The Medora. North Dakota. City
Circle Tour guides the visitor through
the old haunts of Teddy Roosevelt—
his heloved Badlands, the old Rough
Riders Hotel. a zoo. riding stable and
museum. In Deadwood and Lead.
South Dakota. the traveler can take
an area tour which includes the ceme-
tery where Wild Bilt Hickock and
Calamity Jane are buried

For more information on City and
Area Circle Tours of the Old West
Trail. contact the Old West Trail Foun-
dation. P. 0. Box Rapid City. S.

This spring Holland America
Cruises will feature a wide variety
()fontml(x\ncx;\'«llo\vl“|7erf0)m on
five 7-day *‘Special Entertain-
ment” cruises on board the s.s. Rot-
terdam departing from New York
for Nussau and Bermuda. There is
no incresse in rates which range
from $460 to §810.

The “entertainment themes”
and guest artists are:

« COME TO THE CABARET
(April 23-30) ... featuring Peter
Nero and his trio, Anna Maria Al-
berghetti, Henny Youngman and
the sony stylings of David Lawton
and Duniele Dorice.

+* AMAZING WORLD OF KRES-

KIN (April 30-M .. with per-
formances by Kres nself, one
of the world’s most famous men-
talist and a foremost authority in
the world of E.S.P. and Prof. Owen
$. Rachleff, known as America's
P Sleuth.

JANCE TO NOSTALGEA (May
T-14) ... with the sophisticated
sounds of the Peter Duchin Or-
chestra, Cab Calloway and Cecelia,
the Incomparable Hildegarde, the
song stylings of Teddi King, and
three professional dance teams.
Ray and Dick Heatherton are Mas-
of Ceremony.

LUTE TO MUSIC (May
. with the Ray Bloch Or-

chestra, Edie Adams and Pete
Candoli, Enzo Stuarti, song stylists
June Olivor and The Carlyles, and
the Tnternational chumpionship
barbershop quartet The Four
Statesmen.

« JAZZ FESTIVAL
June 4-11) ..
Ellington Orche
Ellington, Billy T
Hyman, Jue Willia
Whiting, Earl
“Wild Bill™ Davis

Brochures on “Special Enter-
tainment™ ise are available
from your tr.n(‘( Au(m or Holland
America Cri 2 Penn Plaza,
New York, N.Y. wuul

AT SEA
arving the Duke
ra with Mercer
or trio, Dick
ms, Margaret
atha) Hines and
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Kids 12 _
and under:
Ski Free ||

Sleep free too! With freg]
use of X-country equip
ment when parents ski
midweek. Many miles of|
trails to discover. Guided|
tours daily. Skijouring|
behind huskies.
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Another puzzle is the title of this movie. The important fact

about the feading characier is not that he is a farmer. bt MONDAY TvesoAYseecL \MAIN ST. ENTRANCE)
that he is a killer e o g e Do 54 < BANQUETS e MEETINGS| | BLA. SOUTH OF ANN ARBOR TRAIL
The difference warrants recognition. b A 0" WEDNESDAY SFECIAL PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN
Complete Prime Rib Dinoer $4.95
Banqus o 459-6370
Fl 3"”}‘“‘ HAPPY HOUR N
Cn S Y Fiseon .
7316062 23010800 r
LIMPSES e & -— MITATION. . o
Pyt . e
] “FAMILY S >
Starting ROCCO DINNER SPE
’ March 2nd SISTERS —

Wed. - Sunday
SPECIAL DISCOUNT COCKTAIL HOURS
SUN.-WED.-THURS. 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Man. & Tues. 6 p.m, 0 2 a.m.
Open Everyday 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Closed Mondays

Engics

FAMILY OF 3— $9°°
FAMILY OF 4 — $11°9%
FAMILY OF 5— $13%

THIS OFFER GOOD SUNDAY THAU FRIDAY
1N OUR DINING RO

NEW RELEASES
THE CASSANDRA CROSSING (R). A ridiculous melodrama
about a plague-ridden train. a shaky bridge and a staunch
colonel who has to make “tough decisions.”” Big names in
this big turkey.
FREAKY FRIDAY (G). Disney movie about a mother and

BWOY'y

RESTAURANT
A

16825 MIDDLEDELT 418 Mife, Livoms

Cantonese & American Faod®

her tecnager daughter who change roles and hodies' for a Japanssa Staakhouse NOT VALID SATURDAY OR HOLIDAY
day. Lots of fun and a little insight as each learns about © Exatic Cocktsils ® Pieaso Presant This Coupon
the other's problems. a CARAY-QUTS ON QHIKESE FO00 - O‘S'nfxc‘mﬂ;ﬁ"é,‘a‘?’
FUN WITH DICK & JANE (PG). Jane Fonda and George DANCE & LISTENING CLUB s -

Segat in a snappy social satire about an unemploved engi-
neer and his wife who tum to crime when he can't find a
job and they flunk welfare

THE LAST TYCOON (R). Based on F. Scott Fitzgerald's last
noyel. this is a sensitive but enigmatic movie ahout a film
producer (Robert De Niro) during the "30s. Good visual re-
creation of the era in Hollvwood.

NETWORK {R). Fierce satire attacking the television in-
dustry and mass media gencrally. Top performances by
Peter Finch, Faye Dunaway and Wiliam Holden in fast
paced, grimly humorous film

ROCKY (PG). Human warmth and exciting drama combine
in this stirring film about a no-name boxer who gets a
chance at a title hout. Acting accolades to entire cast and
especially Stailone as Rocky.

THE SENTINEL (R). Another yam where supernatural hor-
rors unravel in a New York brownstone where the forces
of good and evil clash.

SILVER STREAK (PG). Gene Wilder. Richard Pryor. Pa.
trick McGoohan and Jilt Clayburgh make tracks in this
comedy-thriller about murder and mayhem on a train. and
sometimes off. .

A STAR IS BORN (R). Long-awaited remake with Barbra
Streisand and Kris Kristofferson as rock stars (rather than
movie stars) whose careers head in differeht directi

TWILIGHT'S LAST GLEAMING (R). A thriller about dis-
sidents who take over a US. missile silo, thereby possess-
ing the clout to hold the country at bay and demand some
heavy ransom.

VOYAGE OF THE DAMNED (PG). Moving story of a histor-

Beginning March | Reservations

30860 Orchard Loke Rd. Accested—Phore 427-3171

Cosed Woday

INTREPID PRODUCTIONS PRESENT

LIZA MINNELLI

IN CONCERT
MARCH 23 - 25

roman
terrace

27822 \ORCHARD LAKE RD.

A112 Mlle, Just OF LS. 96 831-4094
Opon Mon. thw Sat. 11:30 a.m.-2:30 a.m.
PRIVATE CATERING AND BANQUET FACILITIES

® Businessmen's Luncheons © Dinners
-COCKTAIL
HOUR -

WEDNESDAY, MAR. 23 — 7:30 PM Disner Show
WEDNESDAY, MAR, 23—10:30 PM Cocktoil Show
THURSDAY, MAR. 26 — 10:30 PM Cockteil Show
FRIDAY, MAR. 25 — 7:30 PM Dismer Show
FRIDAY, MAR. 25 — 10:30 PM Cockiod Show
AN EVENING WITH THE FABULOUS LIZA

. . . incl a complete, full-course gourmet
steak dinner. $40 per ficket. Price includes all

® Entertainment

N\
WATCH FOR SUNDAY BRUNCH
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. je incident about a ship filled with Jews expelled from Hit- HAPPY HOUR E::;nd gruwmaea oro“ou openatZp.m,. ..
ler’s Germany who are denied haven in free countries. Mon~Fri. 4 p.ann? P
. . <t 4 pomees p.m. Cocktail Show, beginning ot 10:30 p.m., in-
cludes Two Cocktails per person, p!
BACK AGAIN NEW MENU A LY an o oveny pid
: THE BAD NEWS BEARS (PG). Tatum ONeal and a motley 5600 Drake Road at Walnut Lake Road ~complefe dinners $30 per person.
: team of exchange four-letter words with snockered base- (I3t two miles wast of Orciard take Road) ol ;2’""09 huge
N ball coach Walter Matthau. Delivers a karate chop to olad & squore pizza
. some cherished myths about children and athletic com- Mmg??;azzoou o . ’me Ralelgl"
petition. Sat. noon-2 a.m. Sun. noon-10 p.m. LOOK FORWARD TO: H
: MOVING RATING GUIDE DISCO DANCE LESSONS [, | asn~in® & choese-fosfing A8 el Crod Cand om- ouse 353'1 100
: G Geneml audiences admitted. oy Wed. ct 10pm. 141 o s e st pariy oy gt 25300 Tel .
| PG Parental guidance suggested. Al ages admitted. By Debbie Moron X et [T faciliies for private: -un-.-bm—-l elegraph Rd., Southfield
w . R Restricted. Adult must accompany Person under 18+ , —No Cover— i 0 lunch-dinner parfy . whpnm {Just North of 10-Mile Rd.) T
é X No one under 18 adipijted. % 3 . '"'j! / : 5 oy L AN Y |




