ORE oo

) (en:;:d to as the Underground Rail-  centur:

route’ is non-existent, the legend has  links. with the Philbrook Tavern prom-  dent Palmer Sherman. a contempo- 7
: persisted to this day inent on the list rary of Power. recalled finding blacks %
“Because the law provided severe In “Farmington: A Pictorial His- in his barn, “a spillover from Nath- %

. penalties for helping slaves escape.

Farmington evidence scarce

o
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Underground railroad lingers in légend‘

By LYNN ORR rect passage to Detroit was blocked  writes of the presence of a black man :
The passage of the Fugitive Slave by the watchfulness of slave hunters’  at_breakfast . .
Act in 1850 gave birth to a concerted  and must be regarded as a detour Power was often referred to as the
effort to help escaped slaves redch  rather than a regularly used route.”  conductor of Farmington's Under-
freedom in Canada, commanly re- wrote Ms. Halperin, quoting the 19th  ground Railread station, according to

v account. an account by Lillian Drake Avery

roa Whether rumor or fact. a number of  \writing in the May 30, 1924 edition of
Although hard evidence of Farm-  Farmington homes have long been re-  the Farmington Enterprise.

ington’s link in the Michigan escape  garded as Underground Railroad 3Irs. Avery also recorded that resi-

W\

published in 1971, Peel sought  an’s
hardly anything was put in writing.”  to bury rumors of underground tun- athan Power's brothers Ira and
savs Paul Schreiber. a member of the  nels and slave cells in the basement  Abramtive were also linked bypersons
Farmington Historical Commission of the Philbrock Tavern, now a resi-  who know them interviewed by Ms.

“IUs just one of those things like  dential home on the corner of Eleven  Avery to the hiding of fugitive slaves,

i)

Il

King Arthur and the Round Table.”  Mile and Power Rd. as was Ethan Lapham, who owned a

he comments. “There’s probabdly Since the home adjacent to a low-  home at 20828 Farmington Rd.. just

some basis in truth. but it's hard to  lving area. the possibility of tunnels  north of Eight Mile.

prove.” has 1o be ruled out, Peel wrote, add- John Power, son of Abram, told
The Underground Railroad was not  ing that evidence of tunnels could not ~ Mrs. Avery. that.he sometimes got a

an actual railroad but an escape route b found. glimpse of a black man and saw his
roughly following the tracks of the . mother coming from the direction of
Michigan Central Railroad from the ANOTHER STRUCTURE often con-  the barn with a D]ﬂ‘fv‘

Ohio River to Canada. Those homes,  nected with the legend is the home of Another scrap of evidence which
barns and warehouses where people  Nathan Power. son of Farmington's 'has been cited to support the legend
harbored escaping slaves along the  founder Arthur Power. located on Gill - was the presence of a black family in

i

=

VATE

way were called stations. Rd. south of Grand River and now an  Farmington since amupd 1850. Great-
Blymouth was one of the major  Aex of the Oak Hill Nursing Home.  grandmother of Farmington resident |}
stops along the route to cross the St. Power moved into the house around  Wellington Hulim, Ellen Wilson is pre-

Clair River. and Farmington homes  1860. and his diary confirms his attend-  sumed to have stopped in Farmington
may have been used as an alternate  ance at Abolitionist meetings and his  before making her way to Canada and Once the Philbrook Tavern, this stately residential mored to have been part of the underzround rail-

route. enthusiasm for the cause. Power was  returned to the area when she at- y o y -
a Quaker, and many Michigan mem- + tained Canadiancitizenship. home. located on Eleven Mile and Power Road. is ru-  road.
“WHEN IT WOULD get hot in other  bers of the church were outspoken op- Peel writes that Hullm recalled g . . i
places. they would head for some of  ponent of ery. going to a house at Eleven Mile and =
the less populous places like Farm- In 1965, Ms. Halperin interviewed  Power with his grandmother but
ington.” Schreiber surmises. the then owner of the building, a Mrs. could only speculate that the visits

In 1965 a Farmington Senior High  Maahz who insisted that the house  were connected to her early in-
student, Debra Halperin. theorized  was used to hide fugitive slaves. She  volvement with persons who may
that Farmington was a link in an al-  pointed out various closets m the cel- have helped her escape.

ternate route in a rescarch paper she  lar that conceivably could have been  “In total. the whole gamut of evi-

wrote on the Underground Railroad \wed for that purpose. dence is flimsy in a number of areas.

for English instructor Lee S. Peel. Power’s extensive diary. however.  but the legend is simply great never;
Ms. Halperin based her theory on  fails to make any mention of the har-  thele: writesPeel.

an old book. “Negroes in Detroit,”  boring of escaped slaves. Power “Every community. big or smail.
which she located in the Burton Histor-  mikes two references to blacks in the  needs its legends on which to specu-
ical Collection at the Detroit Public Li-  diary in 1859 and 1560, He writes that  late, on which to feed its young. and
brary. a black man, James Mills. helped him  to which. over the years. new bits
“This route was used only when “di-  treet a fence and in another section  pieces can quietly be added.”

Tell-tale prints are
handy identification

To the unfamiliar eve. they look of categorizing the prints. according prints are received from persons who
alike—a series of similar swirls. lines.  to Sgt. Murray Switzer of the Farm-  need them when applying for con-
waves and loops. . ington Police Department. cealed weapons permits. fiquor li- Now an annex of the Oak Hill Nursing Home, the housed fugitive slaves on their way to freedom in

To fastidious housekecpers they're Deltas, the v-shaped lines which jut  censes. visas and city and state em- building was once the home of Nathan Power. son of Canada. (Stafi photos by Harry '\Iaulhei
the messy smudges that children into the ridges are used as the cri ploye clearances ng was : - S0 0 - P ¥ A
leave on walls mirrors. teria to determine if a set of finger- Farmington's founder Arthur, and rumored to-have )

But to the police. fingerprints are prints is readable. .
the only sure way to indentify a thief  Other lines ina fingerprint are arch- - Bl oodmobile
or a murderer. ed. Some appear to he oval shapes,

In an age of plastic surgery. thev're  known as loops. Lines that branch out ¢
one feature that is impossible to alter.  are known ;s branches. lepS fOI'

“Fingerprints are widely used as a  To elude leaving a unique calling -
means of identification. They can’t be  card on all they touch. most persons qu rison
changed or altered.”” said Lt John know enough through television and
Santomauro of the Farmington Police navels to wear gloves. students
:Department. But 1f the gloves are rubber. or of a The Farmington

Many fugitives have tried to get rid  porous material. the prints could he 3
of the telliale prints. only t0 learn picked up from the inside of the oy Docs ond the
that the pain and expense were use-  glove. tocal Red Cross are spon-

: IT TAKES ABOUT 20 MINUTES to  SorN€ @ biocmobre

less .
- “Dillinger tried to burn his off. But ~fingerprint both hands. some finger. Larcison High School
then. he was still the only person with  prinis are harder (o take than others.  *70 TRERS e

burned prints. And when they grew It depends on the circumstances. ac-

‘back. the Sears in the prints were cording o Switzer b at the selioul, fram &

p.am.-4 p.m., March 29.

unique to him. too.” he said. Persons who do manual labor and o N

. EACH PERSON HAS a unique set the elderly have stiffer fingers. [m‘“’é"f:d g eles
-of fingerprints. Not only are the pat- “They're not as pliable “and are {5 ;,md health is
terns different from person to person  hard to roll back and forth on the ink '»rclcumcd) 1o donate
but each finger has a different set of pad and the card.” Switzer said This includes ]
lines and swirls, “Relaxed. soft muscles make it eas. " ¢s5 teachers

and others who live out-
side the area hut wish to
join the program.

The lines and whirls may look alike ier to take fingerprints. SUff. tense fin-
hut experts have divided them into dif- gers are hard to print.” he said
ferent categories. As with other services. the price of

The swirling. ellipitical pattern, gen-  processing fingerprints has risen for
erally associated with a fingerprints the law abiding.
in cartoons and comic strips are  Farmington residents will pay $10 LIT applauds .
called whorls. and non-residents will give $12 to have

Each line in the fingerprint is a their prints taken. best students
ridge. which is counted for purposes Non-criminal requests for finger-

Students from Farm-
ington and Farmington
Hills were among those
who were named to Law-
rence Institute of Tech-
nology’s dean’s honor
roll for the fall term.

Among the students
are: Tim Ciranni. a
graduate of Henry Ford
High School, who is ma-
joring in Industrial Man-
agement: Vicki A, Coop-
er, a graduate of Luther-
an West. who is major-
ing in chemistry; James
Eckel, a gradiate of
Farmington High
School. who is majoring

e . T - ~ BLOOMING FRESH IDEAS..
i vl v s TO WEAR SINGLY, OR IN LAVISH

joring in r architecture;

Karen L oreison, 2 ' GATHERINGS..EVERYWHERE.

ington High School, who

Lié?ﬁéﬁﬂ?é u;;;ec;nrggl : Blossom into "spring with flower HIBISCUS charms atanned throat on
* erick Schreck, a gradu- . accessories by THERESA ARHENS a golden choker, $10. C. POPPY-
; ate of Groves High and A. BROD Hair combs by RED poppies or babysweet rosebud
School, el i maioring CATHERINE  STEIN. In Fashion’ on haircombs, $5 and $6. D. ROSES
Another Farmington Accessories, all Hudson's stores. TWINE YOUR WRIST on a golden
Eil?:':\"a'?ﬁl‘éd"fﬂ‘ :";}‘e"re A. HAIR COMBS tame your silken wire band, $9. E. DAHLIAS BLOOM
a graduate of Farm- locks. By THERESA ARHENS, $5 ON A LAPEL, or anywhere you need
:;Ig,;osjalélnﬂg"slcgﬂﬁmgﬁ “pair. GOLD AND SILVER toned clip a dash of color, pin, $6. F. POSIES
engineering. -combs by, CATHERINE STEIN, $10 AT YOUR FEET. or around your .
‘ - L is‘l\)Li‘asr& gym’;f?g_l;‘g: and $12. B. SUMMEB-BRIGHT yvaist, oh.a long and sitky cord‘ $9. o
gt: M of the Farmiogton Police Department exam- ~ 2t¢ of Our Lady of | ’ . ’ " ry ]
R e Ty e T P ) . ‘hudsons
a card:” (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe) managemest, . - N
. ¢ A G 2 Vo v Co g -

d . b ;



