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TODD WARNER

March 11th & 12th.

Ceramic sculptor, Todd Warner, is well
known for his whimsical animals. Now
he brings his marvelous menagerie vi
delightful creatures to Whats Upstairs
for a special showing. Pieces are priced
from $23 to $500 and include handbells,
hang bells, stoneware and porclain
sculpture. For further information call
Whats  Upstairs, 120 W. Maple,

Birmingham. (313) 644-1651
® =

Gary Bartsch of
Farmington Hills
has received an ap-
preciation award
from the Detroit Met-
ropolitan Area Coun-
cit Boy Scouts of |
America. Park man-
ager at Hudson Mills
Metropark near Ann
Arbor, he was hon-
ored for his coopera-
tion in hosting the
scouts’ camping jam-
boree last October.

Albion
names
honorees

Ten students from the
Farmington area have
been named to the
dean’s list at Albion Col-
lege for the fall semes-
ter. To earn this honor
a student must have a
3.4 or better grade point
average while carrying
a full class schedule.

Those honored were
Randall Amis. 31737
Bella Vista Drive
James Anhut. 28364 Har
wich: Patricia Johnesee
32235 Craftsbury: Karen
Stratis. 35200 Oakland.
Michael Staffes. 27208
Hystone Drive: Michael
Morrow. 28575 Green Wil-
low: Jeffrey Lemberg
33656 Heritage Hills
Drive. David Harrison:
34252 Cortland. Sarah
Calkins. 23230 Power
and Martha Flahery
35091 Drakeshire Place

Richardson
earns
honors

Maren Richardson.
33437 Heritage Hills.
Farmington. earned a
place on the dean’s list
at Kent State Univer-
sity.

To be eligible. stu-
dents must be attending
classes on a full time
basis and have an aca-
demic average of 34 or
better for coursework
during the fall quarter
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Trolley brings nostalgia
for senior commuters

(Continued from Page 3A)

toilet that emptied onto the track
while it was out in the country, but
not when it traveled through Detroit.”

Gazing from the windows of the
cars as they made their diagonal
journey down Grand River, passen-
gers saw mostly farms and farm
houses and an occasional store. Once
in a while, the car had to screech to a
hait as cows driven by Walter Schwei-
zer and his friend, Herman Rossow.
blocked the tracks,

“THE MOTORMAN WAS always
careful when the street car ap-
proached our cattle.” observed Ros-
sow. a Lvonia resident, who grew up
on a farm at Seven Mite and Grand
River. “It would slow down and we'd
get the cows over to one side.”

Driven by these ‘“cowbo s on foot.””
the animals would then continue to
plod through Redford Trwnship all
the way to Detroit. a 16-miie walk.

The young men who had kept them
in line all the way would ::en hop an
Interurban for the return home trip

Two men looked up to by the local
kids were the Interurban conductors
and motermen. John Schweizer of
Farmington Hills. Walter's brother.
was a conductor for the trolley sys.
tem wearing a dark blue uniform. a
white shirt and tie and a conductor’s
ha

L

*I worked seven days a week.” he
recalled. ~“We couldn't get off Satur-
day or Sunday. We were too busy
Lots of people came out from the city
o go to the lakes out here.”

Schweizer was on the job about a
vear. but after he left. continued to
travel the line. 1 used to know al! the
farmers on Grand River.” he said.

Sometimes I'd be on a car that went
mto Northville and turned around and
came back. Sometimes 1 went on the
car up to Pontiac.”

HE REMEMBERS going inlo Red-
ford on 2 Saturday night to shoot pool
and get 3 haircut. “"Sometimes vou
wouldn't get out of the barber shop
until midnight. All the voung men
came down lo get a haircut then. It
was their only chance.”

Redford Township historian Fred
DesAutels has memories of the line
that went to Pontiac from Farm-
mgton. Onee he returned home from
Kalamazoo Colege oa the Interurban.
only to find that his family had moved
to their cottage near Pontiac. So it
was back on the Inteturban and up to-
ward Pontiac.

1 still had to walk about three
miles to get to the lake.” he said

People from outlying areas used the
trolley to travel to the shops in the
area around Lahser and Grand River.
once called Sand Hill. For fun. they
could also commute to Redford Fair.
nearby. where there were horse races
and articies for sale.

“Botsford Tavern on Grand River
hod a ballroom and was a great place
for dancing.”” DesAutels said. At an
earlier ume. it had been part of the
underground railway bringing slaves
north to freedom.”

Mrs. Walter Schweizer's children
also used the Interurban to venture
out to where it was at in those days.

Our girls went on the street car to
the Grandee Ballroom on Joy.” she
said “They went in a group. They
took the last car home and got there
about 1 a.m.. getting off right at the
house. Any kid doing that today wouid
get mugged.”

BOTH MRS ROSSOW and Des
Autels remarked about the special fu-
neral car that would slip down the
tracks heading for Grand Lawn Ceme-
tery on Telegraph. It was painted
black and carried the casket in front.
Once it reached the cemetery. pall-
bearers would carry the casket to the
burial spot.

Happier occasions to Mrs. Rossow
were times her school class would
flood onto the street car and start an
exciting excursion to Relle Isle for the
day.

.

‘The conductors would sing out the
names of the streets coming up.” she
said. "It sounded a little like a barker

one 11x14 portrait
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Edward P. Dewar. Manager

in the circus.”

Everyone used the trolley to go
shopping, she said, even mothers car-
rying nursing infants.

“Women nursed their babies on the
car.” she said. “They would be dis-
crete. but there were no remarks.
Evervone knew babies had to be fed."

WALTER SCHWEIZER used to ride
in a wagon down Grand River on a
plank road. watching the Interurban
passenger cars flash by. Also using
the tracks were freight cars pulling
coal. lumber. cement. lime. plaster
and anything you could think of
into Redford Township, Farmington
and Northville.

“They used to bring milk down
from Northville and Pontiac in 8-
pound cans to take to creameries in
Detroit.”" he said. “They kept ice on it
to keep it cool. They had a car with a
snow plow on the fron: to clear away
the snow. Sometimes. the snow built
up so high on either side vou could
enly see the trolley pole.”

In Farmimngton at Grand River near
Orchard Lake roads stood the building
that produced the juice that kept the
cars of the Detroit United Railways
making their endless rounds This
company consolidated many of the in-
terurban lines in 1901.

In the book “Detroit's Coming of
Age.” Don Lochbiler claimed that by
that date “Detroit was America’s in-
terurban railway capital. with more
extensive radial lines than any other
city.

The power house. now the LaSalle
Winery. 1s being renovated for busi-
ness offices and a restaurant. It once
held two dynamos generating elec-
tricity.

By 1929, the intense love affair be-
tween public transportation and the
city of Detroit and its suburbs was
over. Trolleys ran no more. By the
spring of 1930, the tracks linking the
motor city with Redford Township.
Farmington. Northville and Pontiac
were torn up

School board denies
special ed request

Trustee Michael Shpiece cast the
sole dissenting vote when the Farm-
ington School rvard denied a request
from the special education aides to
form their own bargaining unit.

During the March 1 meeting. the |
board a-ted on a recommendation by |
Supt. Lewis Schulman. who explained
the administrative position concerning
the request by the 76 special educa-
tion aides. now part of the secretarial
bargaining unit

“It’s not because we don t like our
special education aides. but it would
add to an already great number of
bargaining groups.” Schulman said.

“We feel we can answer the needs
of the group if they remain in the sec-
retarial bargaining unit.”

Schpiece believes the request should
have been given further consid-
eration.

“This is a legitimate request.” he
saii. “If a bargaining group feels
they no longer have anything in com-
mon with the larger bargaining unit,
the board ought to give consideration”
to the group.”
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