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Moral perspectives

Why no

outrage

at CIA reports

The CIA is trving to make pay-
ments to foreign leaders more diffi-
cult to detect and President Carter 15
wriing notes of apology to foreign
leaders erroneously included on the
list of those receiving payments. It's
not been a pleasant experience for
our public officials

The apologies to the foreign leaders
not receiving these payments is cer-
tainly necessary. although one can
wender what those notes should say
given the rationale used to defend the
practice in the first place.

But [ feel an apology 15 also due to
the American people for the implicit
lack of trust expressed in the CIA's at-
tempts to make even more obscure
such payments in the future

There are few more destructive at-
tacks on a democracy than the asser-
tion that the peaple should not be told
the truth either because they cannot
properly interpret it nor maintain it

That is an elitism which a democ-
racy cannot long condone and remain
a democracy

WHETHER PAYMENTS for serv-
ices should be made to certain foreign
leaders is something few of us could
decide ,with the limited information
available

But any deliberate effort to hide
these payments would reduce them to
something considerably less than pay-
ments. The distinction between a le
gitimate payment for services given
and a “pay-off” may be more difficult
to find in some cases than others. but
the distinction is there

Secrecy and government are not
strangers to each other. but the wn-
creasing reliance on secrecy to carry
out national purposes and programs
can only be countered by an aroused
public which abhors all forms of sub-
terfuge and concealment

The lack of outrage at these pay-
ments o foreign leaders is com-
parable to the lack of public attention
to the report of the Government Ac-
counting Office that detailed the ster-
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ilizing of Indian women without their
consent or knowl

With more than 3.400 plus cases
cited where no consent had been re
ceived. the lack of public ire may
well have been in the final analysis
more supportive of governmental pol.
1cy than the dismal efforts of the In-
dian Health Service to keep the truth
hidden forever.

THERE ARE NO dramatic solu-
tions to these deep maladies. ~Telling
all” is not likely to change much. But
learning how to care for others so
that their well-being is always pro-
tected with .integrity and responsi
bility would in the last analysis
change everything.

A caring people will not be careless
with lives, truth. and integrity. and
that will be the first step on the road
that leads to responsible government

Easy potatoes

For quick and easy potatoes. peel
and slice thin about four polatoes and
pui in top of the double boiler with
two cups of milk.

Salt and pepper lightly and cook
over boiling water about 30 minutes.
or till almost tender. Remove po-
tatoes and milk to a baking dish, add
half a cup of cream, half a cup of
shredded cheddar cheese.

Bake at 350 degrees another 10 min-
utes or till done.

Getting it together

Surviving discovery of affair

Several months ago 1 wrote about
the destructive effects of affairs on
marriages. Mainly, [ said their decep-
tive nature is poisonous to trust and
honesty in the-marriage. and they pro-
vide an escape from problems in the
marriage which should be confronted

All of which is logical and fairly
easy for most people to swallow. But,
what do you do if you have atready
had an affair? Is it too late. then. to
undo the harm? Should you telt your
mate about it? And what if you're the
one who's being told? Should you head
for an attorney?

1 would rate these circumstances
among the toughest challenges that
we have to face in eur society. And it
1sn't made any easier by the lack of
good models to follow. Instead of use-
ful advice we are surrounded by
flimsy rationalizations and soap opera
dramatics.

~There's nothing wrong with af-
fairs. as long as you don't rub each
other’s nose in them,” preaches Good
O Buddy Tom over a beer. “All men
are naturally polvgamous,” says
Warldly Alice’ over a cup of coffee

If you don't look for unfaithfulness,
you won't find any.”

The old “What they don't know
can’t hurt them™ of Watergate fame
still prevails in the world of adultery.

But what if they do know? Well.
there are bad models for that. too.

Along with the personal hurt. the
fooled husband feels the pressure of

tradition. It says to him: “'You have
been cuckolded and dishonored. You
have a right to be enraged and even
vengeful.” His very manhood has
been challenged and he feels the com-
pulsion to defend himself like a nine-
teenth century duelist

Similarly. the wife who learns of
her husband's affair feels that all her
faithful self-sacrifice has been for
nothing. She feels the fires of the time-
less warfare between the sexes. To
forgive her husband and ty to trust
him again makes her feel she would
be a traitor to Womanhood

These archaic models tell us. simul-
taneously. that affairs are essentiaily
harmless if they are unknown and vet
they are grounds for great tantrums
and destructive punishments hen
they are discovered

Is there a better way® Yes. I've
seen some couples handle this diffi-
cult crisis so realistically that it be-
came the turning point in their mar-
riage. the beginning of a relationship
that didn't need affairs

Handling an affair constructively
means dealing effectively with de-
structive cffects that affairs have
Upon discovering that his spouse has
been unfaithful. an individual has two
painful reactions: He feels the loss of
his love and a great insecurity about
his future.

Above all. an affair is a broken
promise. The promise usually goes
“1 wili open myself 1o caring about

Volunteers

This column describing volunteer
needs in Oakland County is co-spon-
sored by the Junior League of Bir-
mingham and the Oakland County Vol
unteer Bureau,

Inquiries regarding volunteer need
listed here should be made to the Oak-
land County Velunteer Bureau at 642-
2. Requests for volunteer listings
also should be made through the volun-
teer bureau

SOUTHFIELD SCHOOLS need vol-
unteers to assist with registration be-
moning March 21 Office and tele-
phone volunteers are needed to help
direct calls. provide class informa-
tion. assist in cempletion of registra-
tion materials and type forms. The of-
fice is open %5 daily and 6:30-9:30
p-m. Monday and Thursday. A com-
mitment of four hours a week is re-
quested

FOCUS HOPE. an agency dedicated
to providing food to hungry mothers
and children needs volunteers to drive
mothers from their homes to one of
twe supply outlets of supplemental
foad in the Detroit area. Hours are at

the volunteer’s convenience between
11 am and 7 pm. weekdays

CLINTON VALLEY CENTER in
Pontiac needs family living teachers
w teach one or two classes every four
or five weeks in basic home skills.
Topics to be covered include meal
planning. simple interior decorating
personal care. budgeting. ete Classes
are held on Monday and Thursday
momings during the school vear Vol-
unteers should have some background
n home economics or dietetics. Train-
ing is provided.

THE MICHIGAN HEART ASSOCI-
ATION n Southfield is in need of a
CPR program coordinator to schedule
instructors and equipment and to con-
firm program details. The com-
mitment is two three-hour periods per
week

A speakers hureau coordinator also
1s sought to schedule and confirm
speakers. to transport the audio-visual
equipment. and to prepare the liter-
ature packets Office help is also
needed Hours in the different areas
are flexible

you if you protect me from the hurt
and insecurity of losing you.” To have
an affair is to ignore how vulnerable
your mate is. It is the ultimate incon-
sideration.

Repairing the damage of this bro-
ken promise requires that both hus-
band and wife recognize that the af-
fair is the resuit of a weakness in the
marriage. And. ironically. the weak-
ness is that they relied too heavily on
a promise

Vows of faithfulness only work as
long as the relationship is sound. To
believe in the power of such promises.
even when the basic love relationship
isn't working. is foolish.

Human beings need to love and be
loved. If a wife isn't getting her love
needs met at home, she's a perfect
target for an affair. If a husband 1sn't
in love with his wife. he's probably
going to find someone else to love.

When couples realize these facts
they have a chance to survive the dis-
covery of an affair.

The key is 1o replace their promise
of faithfulness with an observable ded-
ication to making the love relation
ship work. That means more time and

priority placed on loving activities. It
means more honesty and intimacy. -
In fact. i means building into the .
arriage those things which were |
sought in the affair. This requires a
lot of difficult. painful work. It might
best be done with a skitlful friend or
professional help. The result, as a lot
of couples have discovered. is a refa- :
tionshup that 15 so solid that neither +
spouse needs to be concerned abowt |
faithfulness  Nol because they have ?
promised not to stray. but because .
they have learned how to get the love. !
adventure and intimacy of an afffair
al_home. .

Citrin talks
on
Jerusalem

“This Year in Jerusa
fem—Revisited” will be
the topic of Rehert M
Gitrin's 1alk at the met-
ronolitan division kickoff
0 am Sunday. March
A at the Jewish Commu-
nity Center. somior adult
iovinge:

Citrn. a Birmingham
resident who was one of
the 90 Detraiters to par-
ticipate i the United
Jewish Appeal National
Conference titled “This
Year n Jerusalem™ will
relate his experiences
on the mission of sohid-
arty

call.

A member of the UJa
voung leadershio cahi-
net. Citrin is a precam-
oagn chairman of the

real estgte and building
trades” dwision

Continental
will
Met

breakfast
be served at the
Kickoff

Getting |
settled |

New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call.

As your Hostess. it's my job 10 help you
make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-
nities. Special attractions. Lots of facts to
save you time and money. Plus a basket of
aifts for your family. 'l be histening for your

W[ nme%z
INOARLAND COLNTY CALL

425-5060 @ 283-8333

made
simple.

356-7720

INRAYNECOUNTY CALL
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