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][Es dislike of the poor reflect

the middle class’s self-doubt?

Americans dislike poor peopte.

They cost money, threaten $he work
ethic and—perhaps most” signifi-
cantly— challenge the comforting no-
tion that individuals have control over
their - lives.

That belief is especially held dear
by the. upper middle class. according
1o University of Michigan social work
Prof. John E. Tropman.

~1i the poor were not to blame for
their, own predicament—through lazi-
ness. lack of ambition. or the like—it
would have to follow that the non-puor
are not responsibla for their success-
es.” he.explains. -

“This conflicts with an important
American value. Most people assume
that status is determined by personal
effort. not by esternal conditions or
chance. Poverty is linked to moral
failure: wealth is associated with vir-
tue.”

This line of reasoning pays off in
two ways. Tropman savs. It keeps
most Americans from feeling guilty
about the poor. and convinces them
that it is unlikely that they will ever
become poor themseles. If by some
quirk of fate they become poor. they
are confident that through virtue and
resourcefulness. thev can get out

Whyis one of the world's wealthiest
vountries so hostile toward its poor”
Tropman sought the answer n a
series ol indepth interviews with 192
residents of Boston and Kansas City

The respondents drew a distinction
hetween the “next to lowest class.”
which they identified as the “working
poor.” and the “lowest classs" which
they described as “those on welfare.”

About 45 per cent of those inter-
viewed mentioned welfare and lack of
education as characteristics of the
“lowest class.”

Here welfare means more than just
program enrollment.”” Tropman
notes. “To the public, it seems to in-
dicate the difference between those
who have given up, and those who are
still trying

“Education has long_been associ-
ated with upward mobility in this
country.” he continues. “Especially in
recent times it has been considered
the necessary. and often sufficien:.
condition for getting ahead.”

Work prablems were mentioned less
frequently than welfare and education
in connection with the lowest class.

Tropman reports. But of the total re- *

spondents, one-third made some com-
ment indicating that it was the poor’s
fault that they were poor, often citing
lack of ambition. laziness and unwil-
lingness to get a job.

While about 17 per cent of those in-
terviewed associated mental or ph
ical itlness with the “lowest clas:
less than five per cent mentioned fam-
ily disorganization or oid age. Only
one per cent made a reference to eth-
nic groups. immigrants or women

“Perhaps most surprising of all of
the findings was the low proportion—
five per cent—who identified race as
a characteristic of the ‘lowest class.
states Tropman

“This result confounds those who
would see class prejudice as a cover
for race prejudice. Insofar as these
data are concerned. it would appear
that the general public makes a dis-
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HOW HIGH IS HIGH?

For two years residents and devel-
opers in Birmingham have been wait-
ing for the other shoe to drop. This
week it did.

The city commission, after two
years of review. officially slashed
building heights in Birmingham and
ovutlawed high-rises. The action has
been expected; it was only a question
of how low to go. Monday. com-
misioners cut off the high-rise debate
by voting unanimously to reduce build-
ing heights by 37 per cent—that is a
maximum of no higher than 90 feet,
or about 10 stories.

LOOKING FOR THE GREEN

The City of Troy was teed off when
8ylvan Glen Golf Course revenues
didn't batance last year's expendi-
tures. The city-owned course has paid
its own way since the 1971 golfing sea-
son. but last year. it required $96.000
assistance from taxpyers. As a result.
the city council voted to hike green
fees for residents and reduce weekend
rates for nonresidents to attract more
business. Season pass rates were also
raised.

HILLS SPLITS
FROM FARC

Farmingto Hiils will have its own di-
vision of parks and recreation begin-

aing July 1. City council members
voted Monday to disengage the city
from the Farmingotn Area Recreation
Commission (FARC) and to establish
its own independent recreation unit.
Current FAK” members are the City
of Farmington., the Farmington
School District and the Clarenceville
School District. )

BREWSTER RESIGNS

Blair Brewster, who has served
nearly eight years on West Bloomfield
School Board, resigned Friday. He is
being transferred by Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Co. to Akron, Chio, where he
made his home before coming to the
aréa.

Brewster's resignation could change
the political alignment of the seven-
member board, which frequently.finds
three veteran members pitted against
three, newcomers,

If the remaining six cannot agree
on a replacement for Brewster, a per-
son will be appoeinted by Oakland
County Schools superintendent.

ith MAYOR IN YEAR

Orchard Lake has its fourth mayor
of the year following Keith Miller’s se-
lection to the job Monday night.

Miller was mayor pro tem to for-
mer Mayor Willard Stephen who re-
signed last week. ]

David Mergell, a psychologist, was
named to fill Stephen's seat on the
six-member council.

tinction betwen race and class,

“In summary, it appears that
people see ‘the poor' as those who are
for the most part uneducated. unem-
ployed and dependent on welfare—
traits which they believe the poor are
capable of changing. In contrast, they
make little reference to such fixed
characteristics as race. age. sex. or
ethnic heritage.

“This view is not realistic.” Trop-
man believes. “What ‘we kngw about
the macro-economic system indicates
that society itself creates difficulties
which people cannot easily sur-
mount.”

Tropman feels it is not accurate to
equate being poor with being on wel-
fare. Less than half of the nation’s in-
dividuals and families whose earnings
fall helow poverty level receive wel-
fare dollars.

And while the poor do have less edu-
cation than the non-poor. the con-
nection—especially for blacks—is far
from periect. Trapman notes. Studies
on the correlations between education
and later income confirm that cduca-
tion is important, but not sufficient
for later success. And it clearly does
not prevent failure.

~But getting an education and get-
ting a job are crucial to the American
goal of ‘doing better.” Tropman ex-
plains. “The pilgrims came to this

country to improve their lot. The set-
tlers moved west for the same reason.

“Thus. people are hostile toward
the poor because they have appeared
to have given up. and giving up runs
contrary to the American tradition.

“It is equivalent to rejecting our
value system."' he concludes. “That is
why people told a much higher re-
gard for the ‘working poor.” They. at
least. are still trying.”

Tropman plans to expand his re-
search with a national survey of pub-
lic attitudes toward the poor. The
growing welfare rolls indicate that the
stigma is decreasing among low in-
come groups. he says. but it is not de-
creasing among the general public

“The public’s image of the poor is
less based on factual data. however:
it is a reflection of our image of our-
selves.

“External status indicates internal
worth: this assumption is very impor-
tant to the American character. Trop-
man maintains. “If poor people were
not morally “at fault’ for their status
then the non-poor would have to ques.
tion whether they can take credit for
their own success.

“Worse. they would' have to ques-
tion how much control they have over
their own lives. including the possi-
hility of ever falling into poverty them-
selves.
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GREAT MIDWINTER SAlE\
SATURDAY, MARCH 5!
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GALLERY OF FINE FURNITURE
TELEGRAPH ROAD AT 12 MILE ROAD
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clegance with the “Created Look”

decorator fabrics Sale Priced with 207 §:
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No Charges

%20% OFF "
CUSTOM DRAPERIES
] STYLING WITH IMAGINATION

Styling with Imagination affords the look of window

of CUSTOM

DRAPERIES from Drapery Boutique's fine library of
i0gs.

»
Coupon must be
of f resented upon
piacing order only
SALE ENDS
cepted WED. MAR 5th

Quality pine, maple, birch, oak, cherry furniture

GALA GIVEAWAY!

FREE 127 x 127 hardwood Cutting
Board, (a $9.00 retail value) to be
given away with any purchase over
835.00. (While supply lasts)
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ZERO KING'S
TOP STORY

This newsworthy short-cropped
jacket has everything going
for it. The Dacron® polyester
and cotton poplin sheil has
contrast stitching, knit trim
and double entry pockets.
Underneath 1t all is a warm
tartan lining Natural, in
sizes 38 to 46,
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WOODWARD
1571 Whodward Ave, Phone 964-2X10, Detroit_ 48226
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In addition to our everyday low prices, we've cut
prices on select items to make it easier for you to
receive your gift.

828 N. MAIN
ROCHESTER

HOURS: Mon., Tues., Wod. 10.7

Thor. & Fri. 10.9

Satrday 106 Sunday 12.5

651-1833

9t's summen af Plantena . . .

So come in for a little bit of SUMMER

and get 1/ OFF any plant in our
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