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ire study group chooses

cooperation over merger

More cooperation between seven
area fire departments. rather than a
merger.would benefit area residents
This was the result of a study of a pro-
posal to unite fire departments to re-
duce inefficiencies and offer better
service.

The report was made by Public Ad-
ministration Service (PAS) of Chicago
which studied the feasibility of merg-
ing seven area departments into one
unit

Areawide cooperation would be
“more politically acceptable.” said
Steve Llovd of PAS. because of the re-
luctance of some communities to give
up their independent departments.
even al a savings in cost R

Of the communities considered.
which include Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills. Commerce. Walled Lake.
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¥OFF EVERYTHING IN STOCK?

Wixom and Novi. West Bloomfield
came out the best but still measured
short in a number of areas.

West Bloomfield Twp. Supervisor
John N. Doherty commented. “We
weren't surprised at the report which
showed our records aren't the hest.”
adding that fire and police dis-
patchers who handle cails are work-
ing on problems,

No meeting has been: called by
Farmington Hills which initiated the
study. at a cost of $14.500 of which
West Bloomfield paid $3.540

DOHERTY HAS for vears lamented
the waste of duplication of eguipment
and buildings and argued in many
cases that response to fire calls could
be speeded up if the nearest station
could be cailed initially. At present.
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other community stations respond to
a local call only if asked.

The PAS report substantiates Do-
herty"s point but leans toward a tight-
er mutual aid agreement which would
allow cooperation without the individ-
ual municipalities losing control with-
in their own borders.

Of West Rloomfield's five fire sta-
tions. only Station No. 1 on Orchard
Lake Road rated “‘good™ as to its con-
dition. The other four were rated fair
or poor and were said to he in-
adequately located.

PAS rated the present township sta-
tions as follows:

Station No. i. Orchard Lake Road
near Lone Pine—good condition, well
designed and spacious.

*No. 2. Wainut Lake and Belgrave
roads—fair condition. small and unsui-
table
* #No. 3. Green Lake and Commerce
roads-—poor condition. satisfactory
but little room for expansion.

*No. 4. Allendale and Algonquin—
poor condition. poor location. in-
adequate size and unsuitahle

*No. 5. Naylor south of Cooley Lake
Road—fair condition. inadequate size.
poor location and unsuitable

PAS calis for a new station near
Green and Hiller roads which could re-
place three existing inadequate sta-
tions and it also calls for a station
near West Maple and Middlebelt with
a possible station in the southwest
part of the township,

Another possibility would be near
Maple and Drake

Response time currently averaged
2.4 minutes per mile traveled in the
township. The longest response time
has been 23 minutes

WEST BLOOMFIELD s the only
one of the seven communtties studied
which is considering an Emergency
Medical Services {(EMS1 system. For
that. PAS recommends the explor-
ation of an outside contracting serv-
ice. which the township is doing with
Paramed Inc. Paramed would charge
the township $300.000 a year fo- s
ices of 14 trained EMS tech
and “two vehicles.

New Lutheran
Church to
hold dedication

The newly formed Hope Lutheran
Church in Farmington Hills will begin
holding weekly worship services at
10:15 . Sunday. March 6. in the
i 3 Hills Christian Center.
26705 Farmington Road

The Rev. Victor Mesenbring, who
serves as pastor o the congregation.
will condict the service and dedicate
the University Hills education build-
ing for use as a worship center for the
group. .

A Sunday school hour begins at 9
am. each Sunday with classes for al
ages. beginning with three-year-olds.
The public is invited to attend.
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