The ups and

downs

Harrison Hawk John Cable (33)
scrambles for the ball, but his ef-
forts are for naught as is exempli-
fied by Farmington High-School
Falcon Dave Spence (right) who
participated in the victory over
the Hawks 6259, To see-details of

the game, turn to the sports pages
674 .

Bibeau takes the | @Em as chief an a

- A month after the death of his part-
-ner, Terry Brennan, attorney Paul
‘Bibéau, 37, says he is ready to tackle
‘many of the challenges faced by the
law firm which serves both Farm-
‘ington Hills and West Bloomfield.
In a recent interview Bibeau talked
‘fondly of Brennan, a man who was his
legal mentor, He also compared the
roblems of the two suburban areas,

Seven score
"‘as finalists

\ Seven Farmington students have
been named National Merit Scholar-
. ship finalists, an honor shared by only
one-half per cent of the namm 'S gmdu-
. aung secondary school “gel
Alfred E. Jean; Ka!hermel Mﬂler,
Ehzabeth A. Reid; Deborah A. Som-
" merville; Lou Anne Szewezyk; Daniel
’M.. Togasaki;, and Lisa Waddell are
tbe Farmington - -students houon:d this
vear.

The students” were ,advanced from
mifinalist standing, an ak

ists are considered for Merit Scholar-
. ships to be awarded in 1977, It is x-
". pected -that 3800" finalists out of a
Total of 14,000° will ‘be awarded the
sclm]amhips

touchlng on the effects of North-
western Highway on the townshnp the
prolonged contract dispute in the Hills
police department and the senior citi-
zen housing flap.
- He also cunsidered the role of a city
attorney as he sat.in the offices
shared with Brennan since 1968,
Bibeau came to Brennan's law firm
after serving as a research law clerk
for the Wayne County Circuit Court,
“Terry and [ were different types of
persons. He was Irish and a per-

. fectionist. I'm not as keyed up as to

perfection. But we balanced each
other out. It worked out weli,” he
says. . ' '

The University of Detroit law school
graduate surveyed the neat stacks of
paperwork on his desk which takes up
much of the space in the s alf yeliow
room. A fireplace stands behind the
desk.

In the front of the office, near the
door, a bookease and a credenza vie

- for ‘'space. A color photo of Brennan
stands on the. credenza. .
' “It's & nice homey place,” Blheau,

continues. “It's informal. This pm!es
‘sion is rat-racy enough. We thought of
moving into an office building, but
then it always, seem like a.rat race

- there. It's‘always .tense there,” he

says.
" He reflected on the role of a “good”

Paul Bibean

city attorney; saying it was important
that compctent advice be given to
elécted officials since they were work-
ing in the public trust. .

“HE SHOULD WIPE away the polit-
ical ramifications from a decision.
The officials may not like the decision
because of political overtones. But a
good city attorney should advise his
clients propetly and avoid fitiga-
tion, "Bibeau explams A
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Pols debate merits
off co~op fire teams

Representatives from six commu-
nities have begun hewing out a plan
for a firefighting cooperative that
would allow each area to retain its
own identity and powers.

The organization of the co-op, com-
mon dispatch system, Emergency
Medical Service (EMS) and stand-
ardizing of equipment were discussed
during the first meeting of the study
group.

Representatives from Farmington,
Farmington Hills, Commerce Town-
ship, West Bloomfield Township and

* Walled Lake met last week in Farm-

ington City Council chambers to come
to grips with a plan that would be fea-
sable for seven communities.

\Wixom's representative was absent.

‘The cooperative was chosen over
consolidation to quell fears that a cen-
tral atthority would overshadow the
identity of the communities.

“We want to retain the identity of
each agency,” said Steven Lloyd, -a-
senior associate with Public Adminis-
tration Services (PAS), which handled
the feasability study.

“None of the fire departments are
going to get out of the business of pro-
viding services to its particular
area,” Lloyd said.

IN ADDITION, EACH OF THE com-
munities has basic fire services, al-
ready. Consolidation would be redun-

" dant, said Lloyd. “It's doubtfu that

Farmington would want to upset its
Public Safety concept by watering zt
down with consolidation.”

Some concern over retaining the

What this set up needs is a buddy.”
he said,

One of the joint projects the co-op's
directing agency would have to co-or-
dinate is an EMS program.

EMS probably will be instituted
later in the program's development,
according to the group.

“There’s a general feeling in the
public sector about private ambulance
companies." said Lloyd.

“The public has had bad expe-
riences with the pnvaLe companies,”
he said.

MAJOROS AGREED with that as-
sessment.

“Ours is one of the communities
that experimented with a private com-
pany for five months and found that it
wasn't ‘satisfactory.

*“Our concern was in the caliber of
the private company’s’ personnel.
They don't offer the types of salaries
“to get the type of personnel that we'd
want,” Majoros said.

If a community puts its money into
a private ambulance company. it may

as well pay for its own EMS system.
according to West Bloomfield Town-
ship Supervisor John Doherty.

“In three years of putting money
into a private service, you have a mil-
lion dollars of nothing,” he said.

““There is mounting pressure in the
area for this service,” Lloyd said.
““West Bloomfield is getting into it. If -
it's done on an area-wide basis, you
have a better coordination of units.

“It's an escential but expensive serv-
ice,” he said.

Another source of expense in the
system is the installment of a com-,
mon dispatch system to allow for
nearby communities to assist each
other autoratically in fighting fires.

“THERE'S ALREADY A LOT of
muteal” aid between the commu-
nities,” Lloyd said.

“But automatic respons2 on a first
dlarm basis would be beneficial, espe-
clally in border areas that are in no-
man’s land, now."

‘Eventually, the chiefs could install

{Continued on page 8A)

... but financing
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Concerns _about fmancmg a fire-

fighting coof and an Emergen-

wer of ‘the i

ingered after Lloyd's reassurances.

“It would seem to me that Steve's
recommending that we give up some
control,” said Farnung\‘.on Hills City
Mgr. George Majoros, in relerence to
!he PAS report

“It isn't gwmg up authority,” an:
swered Farmingwn City Councilman
Alton Bennett. “The fire chiefs will
work together to make recommenda~
tions for the system.™

He was backed by Farmmglon City
Mgr. Robert Deadman.

“I don't think that firemen are hung
up over giving up authority for com-
prehensive training,” he said.

The fire coop will be designed so
that each fire chief will have the right
to look over a suggestion before it
reaches the co-op’s planning board,
said Deadman.

MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING
BOARD could be chosen by city man-
agment or be specially elected to the
group, said Lloyd. “It (the board)
would consider the long-range needs
of the communities.”

As an alternative to an agency with
a formal director, Lloyd suggested an
advisory group of fire chiefs from
each of the communities.

Both alternative agencies would
need a full-time director, Lloyd said.

“We want to steer clear of the word
‘authority.” It smacks of big brother.

In Farmington Hills, his cases usual-
1y are limited to chal]engcs to the
city’s zoning ordinances. But he has a
minor part in the case that would he
would like to see closed.

“I'd like to see the police pay-case
over with,” he says.

‘The contract dispute between the pa-
trolmen and Farmington Hills revolv-
es around a disagreement over the
amount paid for a cost of living in-
crease. The Hills administration be-
heves that the cost of hvmg increase
in the disputed contract is a misun-'
derstanding. But the police union is at-
tempting to get the city to abide by
the contract,

“1 CAN'T BELIEVE that the court
would say that it isnt a mistake,”‘he
says. “There’s a lot' of money in-

- volved in this case. And the aftitude

that seems to prevail in the police de-

partment about the cost of living in- . |.

crease bothers fne.
Senior citizen housing is another
prime concern of Bibeaw's. He lauds

“the planning commission for its at-

tempts to solve the problems.

"1 think the way that the plannmg
commission 15 orking within the ex-
isting statutes 15 a:etep in the right di-

‘rection. We're only making the classi-

fication available,” he says,
Presently, the city is working to- |
wards providing for senior citizen

Yy

¢

¢y Medical Service (EMS) program
surfaced during the fire study group’s
first session last week.

The co-op approach requires that
each community contribute toward
the cost of joint programs, such as
EMS or a central dispatch system.

Mindful of tight budgets, Public Ad-
mnistration Services (PAS) recom-
mended in its report that the joint ap-
proach be structured so that addition-
al services to the program could be
gradually added.

“Even if such added services as cen-
tral dispatch and EMS were left out,
the cooperative program would still
be effective.” explained Steven Lioyd,
a senior associate with PAS.

oncern

communities {mm $175,000 to $200,000, '
according to LI

' “With EMS, yau'd pmhably require
an ‘additional millage,” he added.

“With everyone contributing, I think
we could raise a substantial amount
among ourselves with a one-mill i’
crease,” Farmington City Mgr. Rob-
ert Deadman said.

One mill Jevied in six communities
would raise about $1.2 million. said
Lloyd.

Other communities are hesitant to
approve the cost of the project, with™
out consulting their city or township
governments.

“Everyone’s pushing away from the
table a little before seeing what it'd
cost,” said West Bloomfield Township
Supervisor John Doherty.

*Initially, to enter the ar
there wouldn't be a great oullay of
money for any

Novi's repr admitted
that money also was a major concern
in Lheu-

services could be brought b in when the
community desires. That's where the
expense comes in,” he said.
Extras such as a centralized fire dis-
patch probably could be financed with
existing funds, according to Lloyd.

“BY SETTING UP THE NUCLEUS
of the program, it's flexible enough to
pick up this option after two to four
years,” he said.

“When you add on these services on
a shared basis, it's doubtful whether
the community would have to levy ad-
ditional millage.”

An EMS program would cost the

housmg without creatmg a special zon-
ing designation.

“Where the developers want to
apply the classification is the sticky
issue. There has to be transporation
and shopping near places already
zoned for multiple housing,” he says.

- He anticipates some, dissension
from homeownersif a senior multiple
dwelling was proposed for a residen-
tial district.

He suggests that the city take anoth-
er look at its master,plan if the senior
apartments are to be built in areas
other than those .already zoned for
multiple dwellings.
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wE? RE A GROWING COMMU- '

base. Our taxes are going up. and we
anticipate a police problem with the
new shopping center.

“EMS is a long way off to me in
Novi. We have bonds to pay off and

we have no idea how to do that,"
Schmid.

Although EMS only was one of sev-
eral issues discussed, its cost made it
a reoccumng point of the meeting.

“EMS is a major selling point,”
Deadman _said.

viser

Farmington Hills neighbor, West
Bloomfield, has given Bibeau a differ-
ent set of concerns. The two areas
may hava been similar years ago, but
they are now growing at different
paces, according to Bibeau.

“Farmington Hills quickly is ex-
panding into various departments,
with various services that the town-
ship could never provide,” says
Bibeau about the two-year-old city.

Because it is a chartered city,
Farmiington Hills can service its
roads and sewers. It's able to provide_
services,

said

§

The Farmington High School
Hawks moved up a notch in the .
class A finals by beating out the !
Denby Tars, 9789, For details i
turn to the sports section.




