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New

The Camaro Z-28 returns to the Chevrolef
lineup after a two-year absence. The car was
reintroduced because of an upswmg in the spe-
cialty vehicle market and increased demand
for performance-type vehicles.” For a retail

Winter ’77:

By BRENT RUSSELL

Motorists will pay many economic penalties be-
cause of the unusually cold weather this winter.

An obvious example is the effects of the extra
salt now being poured onto streets and highways.
The sait will cause the undersides,of automebiles
to rust. but that rust may not show up for
months.

Salting roadways. according to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. costs motorists §2 hillion
in a normal year.

But that's hardly the only extra cost. Worn hat-
teries choose cold weather mornings to give up
Tires forced to travel on icy streets and oh salt or
chemically treated streets are weakened and may
expire prematurely, All other rubber parts, such
as hoses and gaskels. are strained because of the
temperalure extremes.

The District of Columbia highway department
estimates that each inch of snow that sticks costs
$50.000 for plowing and salting. This is money that
cannot be used for street building and repairs.
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price of 85,171, the Z-28 offers a
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Expensive

The weather causes severe damage to streets
and highways that are pad for with gasoline
taxes. Repair costs are high. and unrepaired poth-
oles damage tires and frames and knock wheels
out of alignment. Shock absorhers can be taxed to
and beyond their limits

Add to this the extra risks of collisions, and you
can make a partial tally of the direct costs

Indirect costs may be cven higher. For
ample, disproportionate use of any fuel usually
has an impact on all others. The now-realized nat-
ural gas supply erisis will mean a redoubling of
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977 as an expensive one
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