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editorial opinion

Shopping spree sparks
annual spring torture

Gentlemen, there is hope for those of us who for .
centuries have been dragged along on the annual
spring shopping spree.

You know what I'm talking about. Those days
when your mate grabs your arm and says. “Let's
go shopping for an hour or two. honey.” Sounds
great at first—a walk in spring air. arm in arm.
just doing a little window shopping.

Window shopping. my eve. As we all know. the
“two hour™ shopping jaunt inevitably turns into a
marathon of pure pmin. e

T've always hated standing in a women's cloth-
ing store waiting for someone who has decided to
try on a half-dozen new fashions in the back
room. There you stand. marooned in the middle
of a sea of clothes racks. waiting for what seems
like hours for your wife or girl friend to surface.

It makes a guy feel like a real weirdo. standing
alone, swiftly shifting his eyes so as not to seem
as if he's staring at any one womam

Before long you notice the clerks are circling
about like a bunch of vultures waiting for you ei-
ther to steal a dress, or to put tke make on an un-
suspecting customer.

OF COURSE,what we're really waiting for is to
get the heck out. Many times I've thought of just
crawling in amongst a rack. But with my luck.
the clerk with the bejeweled. horn-rimmed spec-
tacles. ruby red lipstick and button that says “su-
pervisor” would find me.
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I've often wondered what it would be like to be
arrested by the rent-a-cop in one of those places.
But then, he must understand because he always
looks as bored and bemused -as myself.

But I think. or at least hope. a new trend in
coming which can save all of us.

The other day I actually found a women'’s cloth-
ing store which provided a couch in which we
poor saps can Sit.

What a relief' There [ was, seated in a place of
security. legitimately placed in a spot where
clerks and women shoppers could feel secure that
I wasn't some devious lecher. Hopefully. other
merchants will take on the idea and relieve those
of us who are forced to go on those spring safaris

Sirens: A slow job, well done

It didn't happen as fast as evervone wanted. but
Oakland County i« making progress on estab-
hishing a countywide system of sirens for tornado
alerts

Once again. Oakland has shown leadership in
getting a joh done on a broad basis. enlisting the
cooperation of federal. state and local agencies to
set up 120 sirens hy the next tornado season.

For manyv centuries, church bells have relaved .
news or warnings across miles of wvillages and
countryside. and individual communities have set
up siren systems. but 1t took Oakland to come up
with a system that will instantly and simultaneous-
Iy warn 95 per cent of the one million people liv-
mng in a 9N square mile area of impending dan-
ger

Sue Kuhn. the Beverly Hills housewife who
started the crusade. gets the lioness’ share of
credit. but she is quite willing to share it with
County Fxecutive Daniel T. Murphy: William
Spinelll. his executive officer for operations: and

Student drinking

Bob Chisholm. director of public services

To our knowledge. there has never been an offi-
cial “tornado alley™ in Michigan. but one of our
nominations would he a northeasterly path from
the southern tier of counties. passing between
Jackson and Ann Arbor and crossing Oakland
County.

Rich in people and property. Oakland should re-
quire a degree of protection from tornadoes that
may be unnecessary in other areas of Michigan.
The raw numbers—21 tornadoes in Oakland from
1970-75—should be convincing enough.

The rising column of warm air from the built-
up part of Detroit may be a factor in diverting tor-
nadoes: certainty. Oakland County figures promi-
nently on “excessive preqipilation" charts for the
southeast Michigan region

So it's accurate to say Oakland is a favorite tar-
get for tornadoes, and it’s a pleasure to report
that residents. county and local officials are doing
something ahout it

A 2d way to skin a cat

Those who would raise Michigan's drinking age
from 18 to either 19 or 21 usually rely on two
types of arguments

First, they contend the accident rate for drivers
aged 18-20 has soared since the age of marjority
was lowered in 1972. In past columns. ['ve tried to
demonstrate that many police statistics on this
subject are hokey and unconvincing. but my mind
is _still open.

Second. school superintendents say they have
discipline problems with 18 year olds who come to
class half-looped or buy beer for younger kids.

AS THE PERSON who in 1969 sold Gov. Wil-
liam Milliken the idea of semnﬁ ur an Age of Ma-
jority Commission. 1 have to challenge the super-
intendents on their remedy.

Is the answer to take away from 18 year olds
the right to drink? Or is the answer to speed up
the curriculum so that kids get cut of school a

ear or two earlier?

In selling the revised age of majority change in
the early 70s. I can recall being specific an that
point: Kids are maturing physically a lot faster
than a century ago: brain development and men-
tal maturity are related to physical maturity; and
not only would we have to lower the legal ages of
contracts. voting. jury duty. drinking, work rules
and legal responsibilities, but we would also have
to lower the age at which kids get out of high
school.

I'm convinced we are forcing many young
people to stay in school more years than they
want to. I'm convinced that one reason is to keep
“em out of the labor force and reduce competition
for jobs. I'm convinced another reason is to make
work for teachers, a very powerful lobby.

. N
JOHN HOLT, author of “How Children Learn”
* and "Hbw Children Fail," brushed across this gen-
eral topic in an article he once wrote called
."Schoolpls Bad for Children.” Holt didn't specifi-
cally say the curriculum should be speeded up,
but he did say this:
“To keep kids in school who would rather not
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be there costs the schools an enormous amount of
time and trouble—to say nothing of what it costs
to repair the damage that these angry and resent-
ful prisoners do every time they get a
chance. . .

“Kids caught in the college rush more often
than not work 70 hour's or more a week, most of it
on paper busywork. For kids who aren't going to
college, school is just a useless time waster, pre-
venting them from earning some money or doing
some useful work. or even doing some true learn-
ing.” .

Holt advocated abolishing the rigid curriculum.
rigid attendance rules and the rigid uirement
that only ordained teachers can teach. But |
would extend his argument a step and suggest
that persons of age 18 are just too old to in
high school.

I CAN SAY with some authority that the idea of
speeding up the curriculum to get kids out of
school a year or two younger was an inherent
part of the age of majority proposal. But so far,
no one in the education~ind{zstry/seems to want to
discuss it. .

The education industry will vigerously oppose
the idea because it may cost teachers jobs. and
they're already frantically trying .to think up
ways to make kids stick to school. So be it.

But the idea‘of compressing the curriculum still
has merit. It's not as simplistic a route as raising
the ‘drinking- age. but in the long.run it may be
fairer to our young, adults.
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. has no justification for taxes, just ask the

Qbservation
oint

by PHILIP H. POWER

Will friendly

persuasion halt

TV violence?

_ Many parents and PTA organizations are talk-
ing these days about violence on television #nd its
effects on children.

Although debate on the subject is very con-
fusing and very likely to be affected by notions of
self-interest, there are by now enough facts estab-
lished to disturb any thinking person.

*Kids watch a lot of television. One University
of Pennsylvania study reported that parents said
their children watched TV an average of 2.55
hours per day. while the children watching them-
selves said they watched 5.88 hours daily. If the
kids are right." that's more time in a seven-day
week than they spend in school.

*4 three-year study of television violence com-
pleted in 1972 by the Office of the Surgeon-Gener-
al of the United States reported twe,basic find-
ings: first. that TV violence instigates more vios
lence among the children who watch it: second.
éhal watching TV violence was cathartic for chil-

remn.

For example. Billy Paddirson. who is a fourth-
grader at Livonia's Lincoln Elementary School.
thinks police stories are the best kind of TV show.

“You just get used to seeing people get killed."
he says

*There is a lot of violence on TV. as if anybody
didn’t know that. Two MSU professors. Bradley
R. Greenberg and Charles Atkin. analyzed the vio-
lence in prime time shows as well as Saturday
morning cartoon shows for kids. They luded

SOONER OR later, the argument is bound to
come to a head.

The national Parent-Teacher Association has
started a nationwide campaign to bring the prob-
lems of violence on TV to public attention. Grass
roots hearings have been held in various places
a‘yound the country. and the subject may well be

that lhere_ were an average of 45 prosocial acts
per hour in the 89 p.m. family hour. against an
average of 42 antisocial acts per hour.

But television shows on Saturday morning.
when the kids are likely to be watching TV while
their parents run errands or clean ouf the attic.
chalked up an average of 50 antisocial acts per
hour against only 20 prosocial acts per hour.

ANOTHER problem concerning parents and
teachers is the degree to which watching TV dulls
a child's imagination and reduces interest in read-
ing. Teachers are reporting students who cannot
understand simple stories without seeing visual il-
lustrations of the action, and they ascribe this to
watching television.

“1'd rather watch TV than read a book,” says
Ed Lutz. a fifth grader at Lincoln. “They show
vou the pictures.”

Gerald Lessing and Edward Palmer of the Chil-
dren’s Workshop, which created “‘Sesame Street"
and "The Electric Company. ™ disagree. They
argue their shows have successfully combined edu-
cation with entertainment.

“Children expect television to be interesting,
says Lessing. “and if it isn't, they don't watch.”

This may be true, parents and teachers reply,
but there's a big difference between “Sesame
Street” and the Saturday morning cartoons or
“Starsky and Hutch.”

‘Ability to pay’ taxes
punishes the middle class

1 spent the weekend going through the annual
battte of pulling my income tax information to-
gether in preparation for filing my tax return.

Figuring out your income tax in the United
States is a complicated procedure. You spend a
Iot less time figuring out what your income is and
then applying your tax. You spend most of your
time figuring out what can be used to offset in-
come to reduce your tax.

Reformers like to call this “looking for loo-
pholes™ among the very wealthy. In reality, these
deductions and exemptions have more effect on
what the poor pay or don't pay than the wealthy
on a percentage basis.

The biggest single “loophote” in terms of cost
to the government is the exemption of $750 per de-
pendent of which everyone takes advantage.

What disturbs me is that.the American people
have accepted the philosoph{ that taxes should be
based on, “‘ability to.pay.” I have said many times
in this column that the problem with ability to
pay is those who have no ability to pay demand
more services to be paid by those with the ability

* to pay, and there is no justice. Eventually you

eliminate those wi/th the ability to pay.

We end up gettiﬂg more and more government
for more and more taxes. but not hecessarily bet-
teF government,

TO SHOW YOU that the ability t6. pay theory

j liti-

cians advocate it if it should be applied mthe
-marketplace. Of course they woul be against it
because, with consumers rights, evaryone must
be treated fairly. - N ’

Ability to pay is more insidious. It takes away
earned capital which could be used. to

enlarge businesses which would create new_jobs,
certainly a high priority in this day andage. = -

Amgérica is the greatest country in the wqrgc.

“and it didn't get that way because of soclalis

. It was built on the principle of govern.

concepts
 ment of the people, by the people, for the peoplc.

at the state PTA convention
next month, according to district director Phyllis
Lyons.

The PTA organization is hoping to visit officials
at the three television networks to convince them
to tone down violence. Hearings on the subject
are under way in Washington. and although
nearly everybody who testified agreed that TV vio-
lence was bad for children, nobody really knew
what to do.

The PTA hopes friendly persuasion will work.
but if it does not. they're prepared to think about
organizing boycotts of those products which spon-
sor especially violent shows.

I THINK the attention directed toward TV vio-
lence makes a lot of sense. It's the first time
there has been organized direct public attention tos
ward the subtle but undeniable effect TV has on
all of us

When former vice-president Spiro Agenw at-
tacked the news media in general and TV in par-
ticular as controlled by a small elite. he may.
have been wrong about the news. but he surely.
put his finger on a wide-spread subject of public
concern :

The day when TV networks and sponsors can
control the content of programs directed toward
us or our children ought to be over—the sooner;
the better, '

Keep it up. PTA’ers!

)
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And it was built on the principle that capitalists
produce jobs. It was built on the principle that the
perrsgn who worked hardest got the biggest re-
wards.

America is not a country of the very rich and
the very poor. It is a country of predominantly
middle class people. Because of our inheritance.
tax lllatx‘w& it is a country of very little inherited’
wealth,

It is also a land of opportunity where everybody.
has the chance to gain‘an education and to use his-
skills to become a success.

THE ABILITY to pay philosophy attacks the:
middle class because the small percentage of the’
very wealthy shield their income through tax loo-
pholes. Inflation has pushed the middle class tax-
payer into higher tax brackets without any in-.
creased ing power. !

We have seen cauntries like England go in the
socialistic direction. We have also seen. what has:
plpmed to the omy -of England and the life:

ha econdmy of !
3{ e of its people. Under the English tax- system, .

income aver $16.000 is taxed at the rate of 8.
per cent. It'is'easy to see why businessmen have:
norgeat desire to expand. It saps the incentive to”
periorm, and the !:gults are obvious- N

‘Why s it every time we get tax “veform™ from "
Washington it ends up hurting the procedures of ;
the country? " .

- If Congress keeps this up. eventually there will
be na one left.to pay their Emmsed ‘sayla,ries.

Jy .



