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+ Israel hosted more tourists during

* J976 than in any year since the Jewish
tate was established in 1348, .
The most important reason for the
ourist boom was decrease in terrorist
Mtacks—Palestinians were busy fight-
g in Lebanon and the prospects of
peace seem better than ever before
Israel devalued its money. so the
American dollar buys more than in
most European countries.

Incentive air fares also swelled the
umber of tourists.

These special fares include non-affi-
ily group fares. This loosely knit
roups have many choices of depar-
jure dates and dyrations to Israel-oniy
r combined with stops in Europe.

" A TOURIST can save several hun-
dred dollars by taking advantage of
these group fares. and he may sit
niext to somebody paving a much high-
er individual fare.

Charters are finally allowed after
many years of dispute between the Is-
raeli Ministry of Tourism and the
state-owned Israeli airline E! Al In
the past. charters were allowed only
from Scandinavian countries. The
first charters have been approved
from the West Coast of the United
States. These may be extended to all
of North America. This will further de-
crease the cost of travel to Israel.

Tour operators offer package tours
to Israel with many categories of
hotels. These start with the most ex-
pensive Hilton Plan. then the 3Star
(Deluxe). the 4Star (First Classi and
the 3-Star (Tourist Class) hotel plans
Alt have private facilities, usually
with Israeli breakfast ibuffet style:
and six-eight davs of sightseeing

Lately. a stripped-down “budget
plan™ for as little as $5 a day. includ-
ing 4-Star hotels and transfers. has
been offered during the slow season

ISRAEL IS pleasant year-round.
with some rain in the winter months
and hot (but dry) summmer months
April-May and September-Octaber are
best However. vou can visit the holy
land any time without fear of bad
weather. N

The seasons set by the airlines are
different: Nov. t-March 14 is consid-
ered the low season: May 15-Sept. 14
i§ the high season.

* There are also special fares for
youth 1221 (stand-by). and children
gnder 12 get a 50 per cent discount.
while infants get a 90 per cent dis-

\ count. .

A few highlights no visitor should
miss include the Bahai temple in
Haifa with beautiful gardens. the art-
ist colony in Safed near Haifa, the an-
cient burial caves in Beth'Shearim in
the Galitee and Lake Tiberias (Caper-
naurr of the Bible;

More are the Golan Heights with
Banya} where the Jordan River origi-
nates. the heroic fortress of Massada
(now accessible from the Dead Sea
side by cable car} with a magnificent
view of the Judean desert. the Church
of Nativity in Bethlehem. Nazareth

as well as the Dome of the Rocks and
Al Acsa mosques, revered by the
Islam.

The wailing wall is an experience
mostly for Jews. But next to it is the
Arab market (“shook”| where you
can find many good buys. but don't ex-
pect real antique bargains from the
Bedouins.

Don’t miss the miniature city on the
grounds of the holy land West Hotel
and the Via Dolorosa leading to the
top of the Mount of Olives. Mea Shea-
rim is the Orthodox Jewish quarter,
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New column
accents travel

“The Inside Track.” a new column
by Birmingham resident Peter Geran.
will appear regularly on the travel
pages of The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

Geran started in the travel field
more than 30 years ago as a tramee
in Paris while attending the Com-
mercial Academy. He returned to his
native Romamia te study law and to
work in a string of travel agencies
owned by his father.

The entire family immigrated to the
United State in 1952, after waiting 17
years for an exit visa. Since then
Geran has held positions in the De-
troit area.. including ones at such
large travel agencies as Maritz and
Elkin.

In 1972 he graduated {rom the In-
stitute of Certified Travel Agents®
{ICTA). He also is a certified trans-
lator for French, German, Romanian
and Hungarian.

Geran presently serves on the advi-
sory board of the American Travel
School in Ferndale and is a frequent
guest lecturer at Michigan State Uni-
versity..

which has changed little since the
time of Christ. and the modern city of
Tel Aviv with restaurants of many na-

tionalities

OTHER ATTRACTIONS are nearby
Jaffa with many good jewelry and
souvenir shops. cafes overlooking the
Mediterranean (go there in the eve-
ning. the shops are open). Bersheba
and Arad in the Neghev desert and.
above all. the holy city of Jerusalem
where practically every Christian de-
monination has its places of worship

and the chapel at the Hadassah Hospi-
tal is proud of its Chagall stained
glass windows thut have a guide give
vou the explanations)

More interesting places include Cae-

the Dead Sea

People have discovered that. once
you have been in Israel—no matter
what your beliefs—you are not the
same person. And you have a differ-
ent approach to history. ancient and
modern. as well.

sarea, Eilat, Jerico. Hebron (glassv.\

Travel with the

Israel and Greece —

© ' May 9-30 including seven day
Greek Isles cruise on STELLA
SOLARIS. .

Orient )
for 21 days departing October
23 visiting Japan, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, Bangkok and Sing-
apore.

Both all-deluxe tours

PERSONALLY ESCORTED
by Steven or Bee Kalt.

Specialists

\ (o

$936

A
ISRAEL the HOLY LAND

® 13 nights in Israe! ® Deluxe Hotel

“Shop
your
local
paper
for
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Delta has seats for more people on nonstopjetsto
Florida than any other airline from Detroit.
And every adult on évery nonstop gets free champagne.

Delta makes it easier to get on the winter
nonstop flight you want from Detroit.
That's because we have the most nonstop
seats going to Ft.Lauderdale and Tampa/
St.Pete. Plus hundreds more to Miami,
Orlando/Walt Disney World. What's more,
we have the only Wide- Ride L-1011 TriStars
—nonstop toFt. Lauderdale and Tampa/
St.Pete: straight thru to Orlando.

Join us for free champagne in Tourist on any of our
Florida nonstops from Detroit.

No other airline beats Delta’s low fares to
Florida. Fly any night and save 20% off
regular Day Tourist on Delta Night Coach
flights. If you'd rather take a day-time
flight, you can save 15% on round-trips to
Florida with Delta Freedom Fares. There
are advance purchaseand reservation
requirements, limited seats. restrictions on
trayel duration and times. But they re well
worth it. Get full details from Delta or your
Travel Agent.
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Miami Fly nonstop any morning or night,
or take an afternoon thru-jet. Day Tourist
and Night First Class $111. Night Coach 389.

Ft.Lauderdale The most nonstops, includ-
ing the only Wide-Ride TriStar. Day Tourist
and Night First Class 8111, Night Coach $89.

Tampa/St.Pete A morning nonstop; plus a
Wide-Ride TriStar nonstop —a Night Coach
for only $79. Day Tourist and Night First
Class $99.

Orlando/ Welt Disney World Moming non-
stop. Also a one-stop Wide Ride TrStar

with a $79 Night Coach fare. Day Tourist
and Night First Class $99.

‘West Palm Beach Five flight-times daily,
including & morning one-stop thru-jet. Day
Tourist and Night First Class $107, Night
Coach $86.

Fares and service subject to change with-
out notice.

Let your Travel Agent take the work
out of play, make your Delta reservations.
handle your hotel and rental car and all
the other details. Or you can make instant
reservations thru Deltamatic? Call Delta
or see your Travel Agent. Delta and vour
Travel Agent accept all major general-
purpose credit cards. AELTA

bargains.”

¢ Round Trip Air from Detroit

SCANDINAVIAN ADVENTURE
with visa
FREE CRUISE to RUSSIA
Departure Dates
JULY 7-JULY 21-AUG. 4
15 days/13 nights visiting

HELSINK! — LENINGRAD™ — STOCKHOLM
OSLO & COPENHAGEN BY AIR,
STEAMSHIP & PRIVATE MOTORCOACH

WRITE OR CALL

FLKIN TRAVEL 51499 5

NO VISA REQUIRED

25950 Greenfield Rd., Oak Park
Michigan 48237 (313) 9687800

—

jules doneson
is ©

Michigan’s
. leading.
prophet-maker*
| we've sent over 4,800 possengen® into the
LAND OF THE PROPHETS, and while we con't
promise yeu'll be an AMOS, ELYAHU, or

JEREMIAH . . . a call to 353-581) can make
rnlmhupmﬁt.
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ISRAEL MAKES CENTS

A, T Cal:

5 $300/
minute

Or...
To Visit: :
5¢-9¢/minute*
“Based on 2 waek round-trip
package, from Datrolt.

its cheaper than a
call.

Lot EL AL NOI\ STOP 747's speed youdirectly

" thete for the EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME,

For further information on our numerous pro-
grams- and . group departures, gontact yaur
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT or call

or
TORONTO

S0PsTACE £ s0neson
{CE FOLLIES
or -

SAN JUAN

645-5050

+ @ A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY

" MAJOR EVENTS IN THE DETROIT METROP

QOlympia Travel, the agency that moves the Red Wings, has
expanded to serve the needs of Oakland County with 3 fully
automated, full service group and retall travel office and
ticket service. We are appolnted agents for all airline, cruise
ship and rait transportation. Expert assistance on all pass-

ports, visas and Mexican tourist gards,

Sﬁp In And Meet Our

Travel arrangements anywhere in the wérld —

vacotion ~ business — group. ~

’ in Detroit call 361-1850

Ovur Newest Location
Olympia
Travel Bureau
& Ticket Service

THE VILLAGE KNOLL SHOPPING CENTER
Maple & Lahser, Birmingham, Mich,

® IMMEDIATE CONFIRMATION AND TICKETING

©® A TICKET OUTLET FOR RED WING HOCKEY AND ALL

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS HONOR’ED

or stop by Qlympia Stadium.

OLITAN AREA.

ICE CAPADES

SAN
FRANCISCO

Experts

The Best in
MUSICAL -
CONCERTS




