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OCART concept
gets green light

It's not completely official, but the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners has agreed in
principle to help underwrite a multi-city bus sys-
tem for the urbanized portion of the county.

In the same 21-5 vote March 3, the board di-
rected County Executive Daniel T. Murphy to
begin discussions with local governments to get
their participation.

The system has been dubbed OCART. for Oak-
land County Advanced Reservation Transit sys-
tem. Murphy and commission supporters vis-
ualize a 3vehicle fleet in the communities of
Rochester, West Bloomfield. Birmingham-
Bloomfield. Troy. Farmington. Southfield and*
Roval Oak, among others.

SUPPORTING the OCART principle were com-
missioners Robert McConnell (R-Farmington
Hills). John McDonald (R-Farmington). Lillian
Moffitt (R-Bloomfield). Joseph Montante (R-West
Bloomfield). Denms Murphy (R-Novil, Robert
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Page (R-Bi ). Larry Pernick (D-South-
field) and John Peterson (R-Rochesters

Opposed were commissioners Henry Hoot (R-
Troy). Paul Kasper iR-Bloomfield Hills) and
Ralph Moxley (R-Birmingham)

Absent was Alexander C. Perinoff (D-South-
field)

Kasper called it “giving people a Cadilac in-
stead of a Chevrolet when a student can call
for door service.

Moxley objected to the cost. citing Birming-
ham's diak-a-ride. “For every fare of 30 cents. it
costs taxpayers $1.55 {in subsidies).” he said

COST OQF the huses will be borne by the state.
which will funnel funds to the Southeastern Mich-
igan Transportation Authorty (SEMTA)

First vear operating cost would be borne by
SEMTA, through its share of a half-cent of the
state gasoline tax. Thereafter. operating costs
would be $§1.3 million and come from:

*SEMTA (state and federal funds)—$712.000 or
55 per cent.

*0akland. County—$152.000 or 125 per cent

*Local goyernments—§162.000 or 12.5 per cent.

of how local shares would be bro-
immediately available. This will ap-
subject to negotiation between the

A BIPARTISAN group of six commissioners
sponsored the OCART plan, which was unveiled
by Murphy in his 1977 state of the county address.

They included Mrs. Moffitt and Dennis Murphy
and four (reshman commissioners from other
parts in the county

Most vocal was \11'5 Moffitt. who called the
plan “sensible. It addresses the needs of senior
citizens and the handxcapped It suits the needs of
Qakland County." she added. noting there are sev-
eral local dial-a-ride operations but no way. for ex-
ample. to get from Farmington to Providence Hos-
pital in Southfield or from Troy to Birmingham.
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She said OCART would fit in with either of two
rival rapid transit plans—SEMTA’s or the Oak-
land County Road Commission’s.

To charges of high costs on existing systems,
Mrs.. Moffitt replied, “There are high costs due to

low ridership and limited service™ in existing
local systems. o
“This has been well thought out,” she said. cit-

ing more than a year of work by the county execu-
tive and SEMTA staffs

Commissioners, Kuhn

reach compromise

Drain Commissioner George W. Kuhn got part
of what he wanted when the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners created 43 new positions
that will allow him to finish up water and sewer
projects begun by the oid Board of Public Works.

In a rare 260 vote. commissioners decided
March 3 to create the jobs with the understanding
they would be filled by persons in the nearly pow-
erless Department of Public Works (DPW) which
reports to County Executive Daniel T. Murphy.

Kuhn sought control of the jobs because it's
~good management that such personnel be di-
rectly responsible and accountable to the drain

commissioner. who is legally responsible as coun- *

ty agency on these Act 342 tpublic works proj-

ects.

THE ACTION represented a compromise. both
on Kuhn's part and on the part of commissioners
who want to see more unification of responsibility
under the county executive.

Until recently. Kuhn has repeatedly sought to
have the DPW merged under his office. with him-
self becoming an elected public works commis-
sioner. Murphy vetoed that idea. and his Republi-
can forces on the board made the veto stick last
year

Murphy and his supporters have sought bond is-
suing authority for the county executive. because
the creation of hi$ position by voters automati-
cally abolished the old Board of Public Works,
which had bond issuing authority

But the Michigan Legislature has yet to act on
a bill which would give the executive that author-
ity. Kuhn, in a memo to the county board. jibed
that “there is no immediate likelihood that such
legislation will be passed in the near future.”

PAUL KASPER (R-Bloomfield Hills). chairman
of the county board’s finance committee, added in
foor discussion that the DPW personnel should be
transferred to the drain office “only as needed.”
and that the board intended no wholesale shifting
of jobs to Kuhn.

On another proposal. however. Kuhn ran into a
buzzsaw of trouble in board committees in recent
weeks. He asked the personnel committee to
transfer the DPW chief to his jurisdiction as direc-
tor of the water and sanitary sewer division

That proposal hasn't been reported out of com-
mittee, and probably wont be
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Reg. $438 Sale $298

Sofa, Arm Chair and Lounge Chair

Reg. $500 Sale $389

Also:
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It takes more than a clock ra-
dio or a shiny plastic “stereo” to
bring the excitement of live music
into your home. It takes a good
component system like you'll find
at Tech Hifi.

With one of our great systems
there's virtually no limit to the dif-
ferent kinds of music you can enjoy
at home with spine-tingling fidelity
You're free to listen to music when;
ever you want to. And you're al-
ways assured the best seats in the
house.

It costs less
than you think.

At Tech Hifi, a good compo-
nent music system doesn't have to
cost a lot of money. in fact, we
have a greater selection of brand-
name component systems in the
popular $200 to $400 price range
than any other place you can buy
stereo.

1If you want to spend more, we
can accommodate you with an
equally-extensive selection of com-
ponents and systems ranging from
$500 to $5,000.

Whatever you spend at Tech
Hifi, we'll guarantee you the lowest
price of any store offering similar
services (or we'll refund the differ-
ence if you let us know with thirty
diys of purchase.)

e also quarantee your com-
plsts satisfaction’. And we doitin

e’'1l turn your home into a
w concert ha.ll.

The Hikko 2025 stereo receivec
features the unusually sophisticated azcuitey
for dhean sound that’s a plesute 1o hear.
Weve teamed the 2025 with famous KLH
100 loudspezkers for an exciting musical ex-

nce every time You tusm this system on.
And the relisble BSR 2260BX autemitc
turntable will play yous tecords conveniently

for years to come, = $ 299
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writing. {Come in to Tech Hifi and
ask about our 14 point Buyer Protec-
tion Plan).

We'll take the time to
explain things.
Unless you're something of a

stereo expert yourself, you're

going to need some expert advice in

selecting the right components for

your home. Which is why we're
always glad to spend as much time
with you as you want. More impor-
taritly, we'll never try to confuse
you with a lot of technical jargon.

In fact, in our well-equipped sound-

rooms, we can show you how to

make the most important decisions
just by using your own two ears!
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