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Area

officials haggle over

M-275 freeway alternatives

By TIM RICHARD

Oakland County and local officials
are gearing to tell the State Highway
Commission it will cost more dollars
and have a more severe effect on the
c¢cosystem to build the alternatives to
M-275 than it would have cost to go
through with the north-south freeway.

But first they will have to resolve
their own internal disagreement over
whether to get the four-member high-
way commission to reverse its Jan. 26
cancellation of the western Oakland
project

On one hand. County Executive Dan-
1l T. Murphy. speaking through depu-
v Patrick Nowak. contends “we are
not resisting the State Highway Com-
mission decision. We accept the fact
it will not be huilt. But the problems
are there today. and they will he
there tomorrow .

On the other hand. the Oakland
County Road Commission and such
Incal figures as West Bloomfield Town-
ship Supervisor John Doherty and
White Lake Supervisor James Reid.

Is future 1

You won't find the likes of the late
Mayor Richard J. Daley in the sub-
urbs.

The suburban mayor is seldom a
power figure, a University of Mich-
igan study reveals. and the position is
rarely a stepping stone to higher of-
fice

The authority it bears varies both
with the community's government sys-
tem and the personality of the person
in office. Typically. however, it is a
part-time job with a nominal salary.
limited formal powers and no future.

U-M social work Prof. Milan J.
Dluhy undertook the study of subur-
ban mavors to shed light on the work-
ings of their municipal g

contend that nothing but M-275 makes
any sense.

THEY MET for nearly two hours
last week, with road commission Man-
aging Director John Grubba doing
‘most of the talking~

They asked Murphy to call them to-
gether early next month so that local
officials and plannerg can tell how
cancellation of M-275 will affect their
comnmunities, and they plan a final
meeting in mid-April to come up with
a unified position

The state highway commission has
promised to make its April 27 meeting
an Oakland County hearing on the im-
pact of cancellation of M-275 as well
as to the question of whether North-
western Highway should be extended

Nowak. speaking for the county ex-
ecutive. focused on what will be done
with the state’s construction funds if
they aren't spent on M-275

“Li'l ol" Haggerty Road right now is
cartying 15000 to 15000 vehicles a
day. . . three times the traffic of 175
north of Indian River." Nowak said

Orchard Lake Road, with 30.000 ve-

imited for

ties in 1976, 35 per cent had a mayor-
council form of government and &5
per cent had a council-manager form
Nationally. 45 per cent of the munici-
palities have mayor-council forms. 49
per cent have council-managers, and
six per cent use a commission form of
government

“The mayors in the council-man-
ager form of government are likely to
have few formal powers.” Diuby
found. “For example, they will sel-
dom have responsibility for preparing
the budget, extensive appointment
powers or a veto over the actions of
city councils. The median salary for
mayors in the 31 councll -manager gov-

and the process of suburbanization in
general. His investigation focused on
the mayors of eight metropolitan De-
troit suburbs, including Livonia.
Plymouth. Southfield. Troy and West-
tand

**Ninety-five per cent of the nation’s
metropolitan population growth from
1960-70 occurred outside the central
cities.” reports Dluhy. who is cur-
vently on leave from the U-M with the
U.S. Department of Health. Education
and Weifare. .

The national trend that

ernments in P Detroit was
$1.000 per year.”

Within the mavor-council govern-
ment category. the U-M social worker
distinguishes between the “strong
mayor-weak council” and “‘weak
mayor-strong council’® governments
Strong mayors are considered to be
full-time officials with a wide range of
veto, appointment and budget powers
and salaries often ranging from
$30,000 to $39.000 per vear. The weak
mayors have part-time duties and sal-
aries more similar lo those in the

of Detroit, where the city grew each
decade until 1950 and then began a
steady decline. The city accounted for
1 per cent of the metropdlitan De-
troit population in 1950 and 36 per
cent by 1970.

“These dcmographlc trends are gen-
erally well known.” Diupy says, “but
less is understood about how subur-
banization takes place and what kinds
of political structures and leadership
patterns have developed to deal with
i

. Of the 48 i

ger g -

One of the most striking character-
istics of the suburban mayoral seat is
its short enure. Within the 48 munici-
palities in metropolitan Detoit be-
tween 1954 and 1976, the average term
of the mayors wds 3.8 years. Dluhy
found. This figure varied little when
he compared old and new commu-
nities.

The main reasons fnr this short ten-
ure, he estimates, are the pari-time
nature of most of the offices, the nomi-
nal salary. lack of formal pawers. and
ies in gaining the political visi-

ities with populations over 10.000 in
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb courr,
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IF YOU HAVE PROBLEM WATER ...
* HARDNESS ® SEDIMENT
® |RON ® ACIDITY
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® TASTE

Culligan Water
The most complete line of
water conditioning equipment

Rental Rates As Low As $7.00 Per Month
For A Fully Automatic Unit.
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TYPRS OF WATER SOFTENERS
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for rental or purchase!

/ATR SOFTENER SALY FOR ALL
FREE WATER ANALYSIS —
FREE ESTIMATES IN YOUR HOME

‘Call_ anytime Detreit
"l-ﬂ“ Miu 334-9944
Mich.

hicles daily on a fivelane county
road. and the fourlane M350 with
23.000 to 28,000 vehicles dail
doing the work of freeways.
said

He said Oakland should make sure
M-275 funds are spent to relieve the
problems M:275 would have relieved.
and not be d“lpale(‘ to the OI)\(‘r &2
counties of the state

ONE KEY proposal from the road
commission was an alternate north
south state trunkline in e .of M
275 1t would follow the route of Hag-
gerty Road ithe western huundary of
Farmington Hills and West
Bloomfield) to Commerce Koad.
Bogie Lake Road. M-39. Ormond Road
and Davisburg Road. then overland to
the interchange of 175 and fhlly
Road.

Attached to that was a proposal 1o
extend Northwestern Highway from
its present stopping point at Orchard
Lake Road to Maple Roasd. then fol-
low Maple to the Haggerty highway

Doherty. as West Bloomfield super-
visor. said “the environmental impact
wouid he horrendous an Maple Road.”

which goes through residential and
rural land. “Our ahlllt) to control
growih there is zero.

Doherty pointed out that the road
commisston’s proposed trunkline align-
ment would pass between Lower
Straits and Middle Straits lakes in
Commerce Township. “The space be-
tween those lakes is not as wide as
this reom'™ Doherty said. “A trunk-
line would ruin those lakes.”

BUT. THAT, apparently. was just
the reaction Grubba and the road com-
mussion were looking for.

They contend it would be worse not
0 buwild the highway. “Our initial find-
ngs indicate the urgent need for the
construetion of M-275 as proposed by
the Michigan Department of State
Highways and Transportation,” his re-
port. said

While Doherty was looking at land
use and environment. others were
looking at economics. Grubba stirred
strong feelings when he said it would
cost $4%) million for all the akerna-
tives state trunklines, county roads
ana revised park developments) while
1t would cost only $165 mitlion to build
M-275 and its related improvements

suburban hizzoners?

Dluhy found that the eight mayors
he studied in detail fell into five behav-
1wor categorivs which had been defined
by John Kotter and Paul Lawerence
m their hook. “Mayors an Acton
Five Appruches to Urhan Govern
ance " Thew are

sCeremarial—A nenactiost par

time mavor with Lde formal pawer
or direet gupaet an the etv govein
ment

sCaretaker—Full or part-ume.
non-innovator who works quietly with-
in the city bureaucracy to maintain
traditional services

*Personality-Individualist—A more
aggressive version of the ceremonial
mayor. charismatic but unpredic-

tabie. This type becomes actively in-
volved only with issues that personal-
Iy interest him.

sExecutive—An activist who works
resourcefully to implement projects
amf muhe changes. More than the
caretiker  the -executive also builds
! contacts throughout the com-

eProzram Entrepreneur—Highly
vatble. aggressive and involved. this
My or initiates ideas. controls the bu-
reaucracy and accomplishes a wide
variety of tasks.

“The opportunity for leadership
seems to be contingent on the govern-
mental systems within which the
mayors operate.”” Dluhy concludes.

Manday, March 4, 1977
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The Egyptrans of the 18th century B.C. wore
intaglio signet rings. In these nings. the de-
sign was cut Into the metal so that it left a
raised design when pressed nto ctay or wax.

We have all types of rings in all price ranges.
We can set your birthstone or any stone .
perhaps a stone you already own ... Info the
setting of your choice.

-
g / THEPLAZA OF FARMINGTON
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SAVE $600 — 4 ULTRA SLEEK
IMPORTED WALL UNITS

Reg.$1,595 $995

Our super chic wall units are sleek, modern and sale priced!
The combination of hot fudge lacquer shelves, smoked glass
doors, brushed aluminum tam and interior lighting makes this
102 foot wail unit the design of the future and you can find it
right now at Towne & Country’ Bar unit, TV units and display
unitare 36" x 16" x 71" high, and the bookcase unitis 18”x 16™
X 717 high.

Towne & Country nerors

Dearborn—23600 Michigon Ave
Bloomfield-—4107 Telegraph Rd
Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Moll
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Swim In our olymplc.aized pool.

Thickly carpeted exercise arens

STOP IN OR CALL 855-2300 FOR A GUIDED TO(JR e

Play racquetbalion any
of our.16 courts.

Healthy vigorous. mm
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