Halverson tapped as Hills police chie

By STEVE BARNABY
- Farmington editor
A ‘chance meeting at a social affair
one year ago has led to the appoint-
ment of Col. John Halverson, retiring
Michigan State Police director, as the
{!ew armington Hills director of po-
ice

Hills Ci:g Mgr. George Majoros an-
nounced the appointment of the 48
-year-old police veteran who will be
taking the helm in Farmington Hills
beginning May 2. Halverson will
relinquish his~ state post in early
April.

He will be paid $30,000 for his law
enforcement duties. according to Ma-
joros. .

Obviously pleased with his catch.
Majoros said he met Halverson last
year at & party in Lansing and since
that time they have grown to
friends.

I took a lot of trips to Lansing and
everytime I had an opportunity, I
dropped in to to say hello to Halve-
rson,” said joros.

Although saying he thought Halve.
rson could make more money in other
police jurisdictions, he said Halverson
was coming to Farmington Hills be-
cause it was an attractive community
in_which to live and work

MAJOROS HOPES (o concentrate
on youth problems when Haiverson
takes over as police chief. :

“The allocation of scarce police re-
sources to the apprehension of imulh
offenders could be more effectively ap-
plied to programs of prevention." said
Majoros.

Majoros and Halverson plan to
meet with local school and other
youth-related community agencies to
develop a coordinated approach to the
problem. said Majoros.

The Hills chief administrator
launched his quest for Halverson after
he heard that Halverson was eligible
fot state retirement in January of this
year. He admits to looking for a new
police chief because of friction be-
tween police and fire officials and for-
mer Public Safety Directer Ronald
Holko who recently resigned.

Presently, Police Capt. Russell Con-
way ig}acting ipolice chief. The city
has a fire chief, John Van De Voort,
who was appointed last year after vol-
unteer fire ﬁﬂxlers protested over
treatment by Holko.

Although Majotos was com-
plimentary towards Halverson's qual-
ifications,” he sald other department
heads were equally qualified.

"1 don't think we should stand in
awe of him. Halverson is joining a
good team that I'm already proud
of.” he said.

Conway also publicly complimented
Halverson.

I hope that things will work out ex-
cellently,” said Conway.

““We couldn’t get a finer man, he is
well-qualified,. We will attempt to
work with him. We will attempt to do
whatever he wants us to do.” said

nway.

Farmington Hills police union offi-
cial Jerry McKenzie also said he was
pleased with the appointment.

““We're happy to hear about the ap-
pointment. I've heard a number of
rumors about the appointment. I hope
to meet him before May 2.

Both McKenzie and Majoros said
they doubted Halverson's appointment
would have any effect on police union
negotiations which are tied up in arbi-
tration hearings and a court suit.

“We hope to have that settled be-

fore he gets here. [ expect the negotia-
tions will be settled in a few weeks,"
said Majoros

HALVERSON STARTED as a state
trooper in 1952 and was promoted to
corporal in training assignments in
1959, In 1965, he was promoted to ser-
geant and took command of the train-
ing division in 1968 when he was pro-
moted to captain.

He was appointed as state police di-
rector in 1974 by Gov. Willlam Milli-
ken.

He is a graduate of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation National Acad-
emy and has lectured on police affairs
throughout the country.

Halverson is married and has two
children. He was elected to the
Okemos Board of Education in 1971
and has served as its president.

COL. GEORGE HALVERSON
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Catastrophe predicted
if school millage fails

By LYNN ORR

Three administrators, along with
the heart of Farmington's education
program, will be eliminated next fall
if Farmington voters fail to approve
the four-mill renewal on Aprit 5.

The Board of Education approved
the pink-slipping of four adminis-
trators at Tuesday night's meeting
but indicated they would rehire three
of the employees if the millage

passes.

“‘Should this election fail. this dis-
trict will be faced with a horrendous
catastrophe.” claimed Supt. Lewis
Schulman.

Failure to approve the millage
would cost the gis'.riﬂ about $2 mil-
lion in revenues plus funds that would
have to be alletted to unemployment
compensation. he explained.

““Whenever valued employees are
being' considered for lay-off, it's regr-
ettable to present that information,”

| Schulman said. “‘But it's necessary to

present the board of education with
the kslips in accordance with the
masier contract and Michigan taws.”

Adminstators facing lay-offs must
be notifled 90 days before expiration

Students learn outdoor’s secrets

Besides learning about the mys-
teries of the great outdoors, Longacre
students who took part in a four-day
excursion at the Walled Lake Educa-
tion Center brought back enough sto-
ries to sustain them until next year's
outing.

The sixth graders watched a black-
smith shoe a horse. iearned to identi-

fy rocks and trees and to interpret na-
ture's signs,

My favorite part was watching the
blacksmith shoe a horse." said Marie
Kowaleski. “He started with a metal
bar and shaped it.”

Her classmate, Sondra Komodziey
took up that tale.

“He clipped the horse's toenails.”

Downtown Farmington
beautification planned

Shoppers in downtown Farmington
will be able to survey the Grand
River scene from park benches on
tree-lined walks when the city council
approves the beautification plan's fi-
nancing.

per cent of the materials, according
to_Deadman,

The city has applied for funds from
the new program. said Deadman. al-
though it would be a while before any
answer is received.

ile, F: City Coun-

Council approved
by Oakland County Planning Depart-
ment, which are a spin-off of land-
scape archifect Christopher
Wscamy's ‘plans.

Wscazy presented his plans to the
city council during last year's dis-
cwssion of the downtown improve.

Although city officials are willing to
spruce up downtown Farmington,
they haven't decided on the project’s
finiancing, which would be $53,300.

In addition to the city'3, expense of
$41,200, the plan involves beau-
tification work on private property.
This would cost $12,100, according to
City Mgr. Robert Deadman,

The council has received five sug-
gestions for financing the project:

oCentral busines district property
owners footing part of the tree plan-
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i Co
cil has accepted plans to install 32
planting areas along Grand River and
i Road. Five i
planting areas are on private proper-
t

y.
There are four types of planters to
be used in the project, according to

Deadman.

“THE LARGEST planters wili con-
sist of two trees planted within a 20-
foot area surrounc by red paving
bricks and a wood or concrete bench
between the trees. The plan cells for
two of these types,” he' saj

*“The plan also calls for 13 planters,
which are similar to the first type ex-
cept that they do nol have a bench,
and 17 individual trees surrounded by
red paving bricks are another type of
planter.”

Farmington's planters would be sim-
;La’rnw those in downtown Birming-

Birmingham’s flanters have a con-
crete aggregate to allow water
to drain to the tree's roots. But the
base is crumbling after five years of
use, according to Deadman.
Farmington’s plan calls for an fron
grate around &!}l’e base. .

Sidewhlks be removed to allow
and the installation of

. ed brick! The brick would be tightly

o .Fmb-
~ associnted with that material, ac-
cording to Deadman. .
. Setting. the bricks close together

“And he's amking a lot of his own
tools. too.” Marie added.

The students leamed to guage the
depth of last winter's snow by looking
for the place on the tcees that was nib-
bled by rabbits.

RABBITS NIBBLE THE part of the
tree that is closest to the ground, ac-
cording to sixth grade teacher Lois
Kluver. When the snow melts, the tell-
tale bare spots in the trees reveal the
depth of the snow.

The students were joined by classes
under the direction of Brian Sprague
and Rose Pisani. If the students have
a chance to leave Michigan, they'll be
equipped to survive in the desert after
the outdoor weekend.

~We leamed how to build a shelter.
how 1o get water and to make traps,”
said Debbie Gentry.

Survival class and gun safety in-
structions were cited as favorites by
Erin Berger.

“T'd like to try shooting someday,”
said David Cutting. *'I think I'd like to
try it out.”

The students were shown how to use
a gun safely but actual shooting was
rot included in the program.

A scavenger hunt gave the students
a chance to show off the skills they
had acquired through the course. All
84 of the students who participated in
the class were sent out to find such
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items as bird's feathers.

But to Denny Quain, the excursion
also meant earning the coveted gold-
en dust pan award. The students were
assigned to keep their dormitories
clean and to wash dishes.

STUDENTS WHO EXCELLED at
keeping their living area clean were
given the golden dustpan.

“Each side of the dorm tried to
keep theirs clean. The left side
opened the door and swept the dirt
into our side of the bullding. We
shoved it back,” Denny revealed with
a triumphant grin.

Laura MeDougall will remember
waking in the dormitory and seeing a
mysterious shape over the exit sign
that glowed all night long. It tumed
out to be a hat that Mrs. Kluver put
over the sign to protect the sleepers
from its annoying glare.

Kathy Coyl and Caroline Burt are
still laughing over the tissue paper
fight that erupted one quiet evening
on their side of the dormitory.

But who's to blame Peter Tangoray
for feeling a litt)e left out? Peter had
the chicken pox during the trip and
was forced to stay home,

His thoughtful friends called him to
let him know what everyone;else was
doing at Walled Lake.

“They told me they .wished 1 was
there,” said Peter. .

WANT ADS
FILL THE JOB!

With & lite halp from the triendly-. {R
ad-visdrs ot the Obeerver& Ecoent..
ric, Mta. dackie Crossly found just
the

of their contract in accordance with
the master contract and state laws.
The recommendation for layoffs in-
cluded 4 clause to immediately rehire
three of the four administrators if the

renewal election is successful; but

board members agreed with Trustee
Mervyn Ross who suggested post-
poning the rehiring until the next

board meeting April 5.

“I AM ALL FOR this recommenda-
tion, but I don't think it should be
acted upon at this time," Ross said.
“1 think it would be inappropriate to
take action beyond that which is in-
dicated presently. There are too many
variables involved.”

Board members all indicated their
support of returning the staff mem-
bers if the millage passes, and Schul-
man agreed with their assessment

Adminstators facing termination
are: Phillip Townsend. principal of
Middlebeit Elementary: Carolyn
Pisek, principal of Highmeadow Ele-
mentary: and administrative assist-
anis Richard Tyler and John Sum-
merlee.

Another administrative position was
climinated when the board approved
the transfer of Dr. LeRoy Bartman, di-
rector of personnel. to the position of
director of Administrative Services ef-
fective Juty 1

Harry Stultz, manager of Buildings
and Sites, will retire effective Sept.
30; and his position will be absorbed
by Bartman's new job. The position of
director of personnel will be elimi-
nated and the responsibilities of the

job will be transferred to other memn-
bers of the staff. Schulman said
“The net administrative savings is
one position.”” Schulman said. ““There
also will be some minor savings on
the changing of job descriptions.”

BARTMAN'S NEW position encom-
passes the former director of Plants
and Services. plus additional responsi-
bilities.

Trustee Michael Shpiece expressed
his approval of the administrative
move with high praise.

“I'm proud of our administration.”
he said. “It's to their credit that they
took a look at this and deterrnined it
would be possible to save the district
some money instead of maintaining
the bureaucracy.”

Other board action included the ap-
proval of the proposed $27'z million
budget for the 1977-78 school year.
The budget includes a shortfall of
about $650.000. but Schulman in-
dicated the administration is pre-
paring alternatives should the funds
not be forthcoming.

The budget will be presented in
April to the County Board of Alloca-
tions which determines the amounts
of revenues allotted to districts from
county funds.

Trustee Shpiece suggested that the
presentation include a request for
more than is usually alloted. since the
county has a §2 million surplus. The
Allocation Board determines the allow-
ances for each school district. based
on the revenues collected from 15
mills

Review board hearings
scheduled through month

Farmington Hills residents will
have until March 21 to request an ap-
pointment with the city's tax review
board and until the end of the month
to keep that appointment.

The decision to extend the deadline
from March 17 was made by the city
council this week after complaints
from homeowners who received notifi-
cation of the hearings last Monday.

Originally, the hearings were sched-
wed for Tuesday, Wednesday and
’mlursday of this week.

The six-week delay was blamed on
the volume, about 16,000 parcels in
Farmington Hills, and the switch to a
computerized system nun by Oakland
County, according to Hills assessor

bert Roemer.

City Mgr. George Majoros told the
courcil the board had extended its
heax"ings in-the past.

“The hearings aren necessarily
limited to just three days. Last year,
the board met for 12 or 13 days before
closing the rolls,” he said

The board of review has until Aprll'
1 to hear appeals. according to state
law,

Councilman Fred Lichtman made
the motion to extend the deadlines for
hearings and was supported by the
rest of the councii. Councilman Earl
Opperthauser said an extension was
the onty “fair" way to handle the situ-
ation.

1 have been approached by three
different people. I think we should do
everything possible to permit resi-
dents to appeal and ask for a hearing
to express their opinions. Otherwise,
it would be unfair and inequitable,”
he said.

The average Farmington Hills home-
owner will be receiving a 10 per cent
increase, according to Roemer.

'

Centennial families sought by commission

Flrnn‘ ington families whose ances-

tors came into Michigen 10 years ago

or“more are being sought by the
: g:mlnm»mus Hitarical Commis-
n.

the state since that time, the family
" will qualify as a centennial family. .
. Questionnaires are being sent to reg-
istered families, and data collected
will be included in the brochure.




