Killer tornado haunts a few

Residents remember twister

.: By LINDA TAYLOR

s West Bloomfield Editor
u.

year ago Sunday. the worst
t}a&dy ever to hit West Bloomfield

the the Orchard Lake-Maple road
area today shows few signs of having
been hit by a tornado. no resident who
witnessed the disaster has forgotten
the night of March 20. 1976.
One person forced to remember
‘ery time she moves is Marian laf-
ratg!

“The loss of my leg is a physical
tragedy I must face every day the
reSt of my Gife” she said. "My
mother will never walk again withou!
the ‘use of .a brace.”

Mrs. Iafrate was one of approx-
infately 60 persons injured in the Sat-

habitable and 65 more in need of ex-
tensive repairs.

The hardest hit area was closed for
days to all but those issued passes.

te troopers enforced the blockades.

PERSONS DISPATCHED to the
scene returned touched mot only by
the extensive devastation but by the
surprisingly good spirits of most vic-
tims.

While their refrigerators rested in
ditches and mattresses hung from
trees, residents gave thanks for their
survivai.

As Mrs. David Liberman. of 3334
Winchester. said at the time: “None
of us have shed a tear over this. We
are just so glad to be alive.”

Her family returned to their rebuilt
home the day after Thanksgiving af-

ter living in an apartment eight
months.

But as Carl Klescic of Buxton Court
said several days after the disaster.
“There's something very personal
about baby photographs and old pur-
ses scattered over the lawn for every-
one to see.”

Klescic and his wife Clella and son
made their home in Cass Lake Shores
‘apartments until their levelled house
was. rebuilt.

urday evening disaster which took the
life of Bloomfield Township teen- ager
Kiely Weaver.

The tornado. which hit early in the
evening when many people were not
holiie. touched down in three areas.
refidering most damage to affluent
West Bloomfield Hills. Westwood Vil-
lage and Powderhorn Estates sub-
diyisions

In its path. the tomado leveled 14
homes and rendered 21 ,others unin-
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CITY OF FARMINGTON
COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
. (Summary)
A Regular Meeting of the Farmington Ciy Councll was called to order at 8:
P.M. Monday, March 7, 1977 by Mayor John H. Richardson In the Council Cham-
bers, 2600 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michigan.
Members of the Council present: Bennett, Harfsock, Richardson, Tupper and

Yoder.

City Dmmals present: City Manager Deadman, Director Byrnes, Director Jones.

Qerk Vi

Minutes o( prevlous meetings held szrunry 22 and 28, 1977 were approved.

Minutes of other boards were received.

Council accepted mvitation from the Velemns Memorial Parade Chatrman, Car.

roll Weatherford, to participate in the Memorial Day Parade on May 30th, 1977,

Letter received from Mrs. Mary Ann Coyle regardng FAAC,

City Manager was authorized to schedule a presentation by the Oakland County

ners reganding the Ti-County Regional Transit Concept for 7:30
1977.

orized to receive bids for two police vehicles.

ions issued:
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK—
memhmu the Cﬂ'V OF‘ HO!
INGSTON CARE

April 17:23, 1977
on ths opening of the new LIV-

Mu‘ itions adopted:
Authurﬂnz nuunmenu to the Camnjmky Bioc Grant Pmmm for 197677
and 197778
o~ Supporting Senator Muskle's proposed legislation which would continue pre.
|~ !ﬂ.\ﬂigehuadme Clean Waler Act for an additional two years.
wifyhlic mmmnmrorswpu.mnhn lmtcmhwvmmd
:‘—t of revenue sharin during_the 187778

0 spm ot nz Nl Shiawasbes into two lots was plmd 1o Mrs. Ger-

elines to Mayor Richardson for h'nphmnﬂn( an orderly tran-
nu‘:duondp w“lmwmommnhmhnw
by the ﬁy Farmingion ‘Hil
the appointment of one additional Crew Chiet in the Depart-
Public Works. .

Regort for 3 months ended February 8 177 received.
Budgets for 197778 from the Farmingion Youth Asmistance und the
Area Advisory Concil were referred to the Ciy Manager for recom-

jon on the u:&nlgmuueymmmmnm
0. 7.
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Estimated damage to homes in the
area totaled approximately $3 million
and to businesses §2 million, accord-
ing to recent figures submitted by
West Bloomfield Building Inspector
Russell Crites.

BY MID-JULY, families ousted
from their rmmes started to move
back.

Elaine and Kenneth Feldman, who
returned from a mote! to their repair-
ed house on Nicholas, were proud to
say: “We're the first ones back in.”

Barney-and Cathy Conley of Welles-
ley followed, moving from an apart-
ment

Mrs. Conley recalls, “I didn't like

apartment hvmg 1 was so glad to be
back home.”

Looking back on the day of the tor-
nado. she recalls, “My son had a pre-
monition that a tornado was going to
hit. He told us that afternoon.’”

Now that tormado season 77 is ap-
proaching, she said her children are
frightened.

TODAY, ALL but one of the homes
hit has been repaired or rebuilt, ac-
cording to Crites. He said the owner
of the one Wellesley home not yet re-
paired has not been issued wiolation
tickets since he has submitted build-
ing plans and is currently looking for
a contractor.

One commercial site still vacant fol-
lowing its complete leveling by the tor-
nado is the former Marathon service
station location at the southwest cor-

ner of Maple and Orchard Lake Road.

A Marathon spokesperson was
scheduled to meet with township offi-
cials Tuesday to discuss # selfserve
Speedway gas facility pmposed for
the site.

Families and businesses were able
to apply for federal disaster aid follow-
ing both the tornado and earlier ice
storms.

While some residents have report-
edly had problems seulmg claims
with insurance companies, Crites said
he is not aware of anyone still having
problems,

AT LEAST one family, the Steve He-
gedus family on Wellesley., is planning
a tornado “amniversary” gathering
for family and friends April 2.

“It's really a house warming,” said
Mrs. Hegedus this week, “to cele-
brate our return hom:

The family returned to their home
— "“a completely different house” —
in January.

While Mrs. Hegedus said she has no
apprehension about the onset of this
vear's spring tornado season, she said
her children are frightened

Her three children were at home
with a babysitter when the tormado
hit. Ali three were rushed to the hospi-
tal where they were met by their par-
ents, who had been contacted by the
sitter’s father.

“Looking back, 1 felt shock, dis-
belief, fear. I had never thought twice
before about tornadoes. Now, I dont
wish that on my worst enemy."

Vlasic pampers

pickle production|;

By MARY LOU CALLAWAY

Pickles go through taste and shape
fads, but a wartless pickle is not on
the list to become number 97 in the
Viasic line. which originates in the
West Bloomfield world headgquarters
on Fourteen Mile and Farmington
roads

There is a wartless pickle, but |

think it's kind of useless.” said board
chairman Robert Vlasic. “A pickle is
a cucumber preserved. warts and

all.”

Viasic recently moved from his
Grosse Pointe home to Bloomfield
Hills and is beaming over sales charts
which show Vlasic outselling the next
three competing brands combined.

One of the old-fashioned treats. the
mustard pickle. is marketed by Vlasic
because Mrs. Vlasic insisted. The hot
seller right now. according to Cindy
Vaubel. director of Vlasic kitchens. is
the delicatessan dill, found in refrig-
erated sections of dairy counters.

“I'm proud of it.” Ms. Vaubel said
of what she considers her baby. since
she set up consumer testing and di-
rected the research to make it a spicy
snack.

MS. VAUBEL has several recipes
for picktes and she has begun work on
a cookbook.

Midwesterners have a different pref-
erence in the taste of pickles than
peopie from other parts of the coun-
try, Vlasic said.

“In California, they like a sweeter
pickle. In New Ycrk ‘the kosher dill is
spicier.” he said.

This was taken into consideration
when Vlasic moved into the West
Coast market last August. He devel-
oped taste formulas with careful con-
sumer comparison pretesting in super-
markets.

Although the pickle dates back to
Cleopatra’s time when it was a deli-
cacy and refrigeration was unknown,
the West Bloomfield Vlasic building is

geared for today’s ecology and energy
problems

It was built two years ago.

‘We recognized we were moving
into a residential area,” Vlasic said.
“We took ecology into account and
with energy in shorter supply. de:
signed the electrically heated and
cooled building with few windows so
there would be little loss.™

The design gives an illusion of out-
doors. with open offices filled with liv-
ing plants, modern art and earth
colors with liberal accents of orange.

A display of more than 90 kinds of
Vlasic pickles rests behind a lighted
folding door. Vlasic isn't sure exactly
how many kinds of pickles exists.

Vlasics' advertising campaign. de-
veloped by W.B. Doner Inc., includes
a humorous commercial where the
consumer is told after years of mis-
conceptions that storks bring Viasic
pickles.

It has been three generations since
Viasic's grandfather Joseph began
with a little creamery in Detroit, add-
ing cheese. then frozen food. Pickles
were just one of 150 other products he
peddled to small grocery stores.

“Now we have 70 per cent of the
Michigan market. " said Vlasic. *Pick-
les are our only business. Our objec-
tive is to be looked at as specialists.
Our competitors are all in other prod-
uets.

David McVey recital
set for March 27

David McVey, assistant professor of
organ and college organist at Pomona
College in Claremont. Calif., will play
a pipe organ recital at 5 p.m. March
27 in First Baptist Church of Detroit
in Southfield, 21200 Southfield Road,
north of Eight Mile.

The recital is the fifth in the second
annual R. Merrill Jensen Memorial
Recital Series. A meet-theartist recep-
tion will follow the recital.

Preuntod by:

Aarbor’s Marine
8650 W. Nine Mile
Qak Park, Michigan
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