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The fashion plate

Foreign flower

Thursday, March 17, 1977

By RUSTLE SHAND

In the designer room of Saks Fifth Avenue Troy-
store. recent customers sipped tea and nibbled on
Japanese rice cakes and were caught up in the
flower inspired designs of Chicago-based designer
Noriko.

Noriko's Japanese heritage is artfully trans-
ferred to American ready-to-wear through flower
forms and colors. Her spring-summer collection.
inspired by the orchid. is soft and fluid. following
the graceful petal form of the exotic orchid

Her colors. too. reflect the distinction of the or-
chid in unlimited solids from soft-muted tones, to
brights, to blacks.

Noriko creates clothes you put together the way
the occasion suggests. A scarf may be worn as a
fanny-wrap or tied over one shoulder. A tunic
may be worn over pants or as a cocktail dress.
sashed at the waist and touched with a silk flow-
er

*While other designers have continually tried to
amaze and surprise. Noriko has remained con-
sistent 1o her philosophy of fashion and her line
remains consistent,” said Susanna. the Noriko
fashion representative. “Every year she contrib-
utes things to her collection which the customer
may add *o her own growing wardrobe of Noriko
timeless. seasonless clothes.™

Susanna also explains the continuing excitement
aver Noriko's fluid designs. pointing out that “on
a slender woman they seem to cling hut on the
heavier woman. they actually cover the lumps
and humps.”

NORIKO'S 1976 collection was based on her ex-
cited reaction 1o the dogwood she found blooming
m Alabama. She attributes her inherent love of
natural forms to her chitdhood spent on the south-
ernmost island of Japan where. like most Japa-
nese girls. she was taught flower arranging and
how to brush paint on fabric. Her eve was being

child

Her clothes reflect her philosophy of less is
more elegant. “The solid color has a quieting ef-
fect on the eye." says Noriko. “It is more peace-
ful than a riotous print outfit which gets tiresome
after a few wearings. The Japanese believe that
one perfect flower in one marvelous color is a joy
to behold. The same principle applies to fashion.”

Noriko is also credited with focusing the fashion

.eye on Chicago. In the recent preshgmus Gold
Coast Award competition, held in Chicago for
American designers, Noriko won over 11 other de-
signers who competed. including Mary McFad-
den. Halston, John Antony. Holly’s Harp. to name
a few.

IT IS REMARKABLE enough that Norike, a
Chicago fashion designer. would gain national
prominence in a world dominated by New York's
Seventh Avenue. But perhaps more remarkable is
her success story. which began with a fierce
battle against centuries of Japanese traditon and
became marked by the stamp of her indomitable
will.

Judged by Japanese standards of beauty. No-
riko was a disappointment to herself and to her
family. Wishing to compensate. she became ob-
sessed with the idea of designing clothes but met
with much resistance from her family. Her par-
ents finally agreed to let her attend fashion
school. [n return she promised not to pursue fash-
ion as a career.

Then came a lucky break—the man her parents
had arranged for her to marry was living in Chi-
cago. She came to the United States in 1964 and
for several vears led the life of a model house-
wife.

But her ambitions never diinished and so. with
her husband's consent. she returned to school. Six
months later she was on her own.

Momentary disappointments were followed by

Volunteers

The Oakiand County Volunteer Bu-
reau. a program of Volunteer Action
Center of United Community Serv-
ices. has weekly listings of agencies
needing volunteers. Further informa-
tion about the agencies and type of
volunteer services needed may be ob-
tained from the bureau at $42-7272.

MARILLAC HALL in Farmington. a
home for expectant mothers, is look-
ing for volunteers to work in their
arts and crafts or sewing programs.
The duties include teaching basic
cralt or sewing skills to the girls. as-
sisting in the completion of a craft or
sewing item. working on projects for
Christmas and spring boutiques. The
time commitment is two to four hours
a week

From the people .We
now offer you the same excellent value from the Chicago Aulo Show. It
is sold on an “as is basis”. Shag and plusn carpet is available in a wide

range of colors.

CHICAGO AUTO SHOW

CARPET SALE!

ou the Detroit Auto Sh

Come early for the best selection.
Pad and installation available.

Master Charge and-BankAmericard Accepted.

Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9am-5pm
9 am.
Saturday 9 a.m.- bz noon

DONALD E. MC NABB COMPANY
22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser)

The home needs people who enjoy

working with adolescents. can work
with a limited budget and can main-
tain a non-judgmental attitude toward
the unwed expectant mother. There is
also a need for a volunteer who can
tutor third year German

50TH DISTRICT COURT IN PON-
TIAC is looking for volunteers to work
in several programs. Volunteer job de-
velopers make direct contact with em-
plovers to find positions open to pro-
bationers. Retired businessmen and
active service groups are preferred
for this position. Four hotirs a week is
required, as well as a knowledge of
business personnel practices.

Volunteer pre-sentence investigators
gather information about the offen-
der’s family. health. employment and
educational hackground through an in-
terview. The investigator then writes
a report and recommendation to the
judge to supply additional background
material. Someone with a basic inter-

ers. the sea and the shell

‘rained to appreciate the colors of nature—flow-

triumphs and today Noriko fashions are carried
exclusively by Saks Fifth Avenue.

view process and some writing ability
is prefered. Students in human sci

ence fields are welcome. training is
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DRAPERY

Custom Ordered

Special prices avoilable

Lorgest selection of fob-
ncs, Innges, fossels ond
tnms in Michigan.

Labor Special

on
Custom Slipcovers

Labor $4.00 per panel
Waverly

and Blomeraft

Spreads

$32" — Sofa- 42"

647.2020

SALE

647-0721
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By MARY KAY DAVIS

Only one topie is passible for a St
Patrick’s Day needlework column
frish_embrodery. hke the Emerald
Isle itself. has had a turbulent and
sometimes sad story

Throughout Ireland’s history. Catho-
lic nuns have taught and worked em-
broidery. Convents were and sull are
needlework centers.

Various Lpes of embroideries devel-
oped n different geographic areas
They were all based on forms copied
from nature. In ~Mountmetlick
work.” for instance. outlines of fruits
and flowers were stitched with thick
white cotlon yam on a smooth fabric
French and bouillon knats provided ac-
cents It was heavy duty embroider
wsed. for instance. as bedspreads.

On the lighter side. the crafts of
lace and of embroidery came so close
together in Ireland that they over-
lapped. Limerick lace is chain stitch
on a fine net background. Carrickma-
cross lace has muslin forms appliqued
onto net with simple embroidery
stitches. And Cluny lace is one ex-
ample of heavy. crocheted lace that
became very popular in America
after our machines found that they
could do a good job of copying it
alas. the poor lrish lacemaker.

UNLIKE THE English. the Irish
were never interested enough. or af-
fluent enough to buy their own embroi-
deries. Irish stitchers have had to
work for an overseas market

This kept them subject to the
whims of foreign styles which they
could not influence. and. while their
techique was excellent. their designs
usually stemmed from Rtaly. France
or England because that's what the
market demanded.

For freland was poor. About 1830
peasant women were recruited by for-
eign merchants to do white work em-
brotdery in their homes for pay. Thou-
sands began laboring in the poor light
of small cottages. They worked 16
hour days for the magnificent pay of
one penny per hour.

The materials for pre-designed col-
lars, cuffs and bodices were given to
the stitchers. They had to produce
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their guota or all income stopped. One
woman in-a village would do all the
satin stitch on a piece. and then pass
it on to another stitcher who would
specialize in needle lace. Then it was
passed on again to someone else until
it was finally finished. Production
lines are nothing new

Damaged eyesight was an inevi-
table result. One of the horrible home
remedies of the time was whiskey as
an eve wash. 1t stung terribly. but
then anaesthetized the sore eyes so
that the woman could stitch on and
on.

THE INVENTION of machine em
broidery by the Swiss in 1855 broy,
an.end to all of this. But it also en ed
the money that stitching brought in.
The years that followed were harsh
and hungry.

Svon various philanthropic ladies
began small embroidery organizations
to provide work for local women
Each taught. promoted and sold its
own type of needlework. These organi-
zations never seemed to get together
or to benefit from each other’s expe-
rience. and usually lasted only as long
as the lady in charge lived or stayed
interested in the project.

Many types of embroideries and
laces were thus developed during the
last half of e 19th century, but few
have lasted until today.

Those that have survived can be
seén at the Royal Irish School of Art
Needlework and the National Museum
of Ireland. Both are in Dublin and are
well worth a stop on your next trip.
The embroideries will be such a sight
for sore eyes that you won't need whis-
key eyewash.
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High standards of workmonship are the main
concemn of our contractors and sk

professional cffices ’
entertainment centers

. Presenting the ultimate'in quality custom

Inly Amish craftsmanship is used in oll of our
asework
Hardwoods with 62 vorients of style
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dressing rooms
libearies
kitchiens
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* | 6630 knollwood circle west, west bloomfield
by appointment only )

626 1311

Gift Ideas for Everyone . . .
Bing & Grondahl 1977 Mother’s Day Plate,
Exciting New Glass Cookware, Walluce Sterling
and Gerber Specials!

A To Mother, with love .. . 1977 Mother's Day Plate
from Bing & Gror.dahl. This year, instead of the usual
hearts and fiowers, start mother on her way o an inspir-
ing collection of Bing & Grondah! Mother s Day Plates
(since 1969). Magniicent in exquisite porcelain, the
plate has the exciting dimension of sculpture. Each
bears B&G distinctive hallmark . . . hand decorated un-
derglaze in hues of Copenhagen blue. Gift Boxed
$23.50

The new Flatware combinirig
i Beauty and Practicality

#3 WALLACE W/ SILVERSMITHS

Sterling Il
i

Heller Ovenproof
Glass Bakeware

8. Retrashingly new ... Heller
Ovenproof Glass Bakeware in
pure and simpl3 shapes. Striations
around the sides give it a sophisti-
cated, elegant look when it gets to
the table. All dishes have a con-
tinuous rim that acts as a handle

the casserole covers become
au gratin dishes. Pieces shown: 1
qt. Casserole with au gratin cover,

$9.95 ... 2qL Casserole & cover.
$13.95 ... 1% qt. deep loaf pan,
$5.95 .. 2% qt. baking dish,
$11.95.

s FOR A LIMITED TIME AT SPECIAL SAVINGS

Veetiun
Covertry o
Prmouh Gobsey Oty Grand venetan
Eamplex: Scarborough e
Rg INSOFF Ry NKLOH  fep TNLOF

32-Piece Service. .$5800 $35200 354800 $X5.3% $5%00 $397.%
S D ML 20 U U0 63

looKing pads from our collection.

SAVINGS!

WALLACE \X/ STERLING

13 OFF

PLACE SETTINGS (3, 4, 5 or 6-piece)

25% OF

Grand Victorian
Grande Baroque

Rose Point ;
sie Christopher i
heaandoah i

Golden Aegean Weave \) |

LI

4-Pc Place Setting $165.00 $110.00
Tablespoon . $ 95.00

25%

Colorful Rocker Pad Sets and Excellent
Savings on Gerber Knives . . .
C. Freshen up your wooden rockers and chairs with colorful Rocker and Chalr Pad Sets in your

choice of corduroy, veivet, tweed or prints. Make those rockers and chairs extra comfy with crisp-
Wide choice of cokors.

SPECIAL 25% SAVINGS FROM GERBER

' D. Discovar elegant utilty and SAVE 25% during our special offer on Gerber Legendary Blades! For
aimnad\lm.youcenSAVEZS%onm has been

. WIGGS
BRIDAL REGISTRY
Register your cholces in China, Crystal,
Sterling, Pewter, Wooden-ware, Kitchen

{tems and Cookware. So handy . . . conven-
ient . . . and we love working with you!

EXAMPLE OF SAVINGS ON GRANDE BAROQUE
HOFF  25% Off

§ 7125
Al prices subject to change without nofice.

acclaimed as the uttimate in fine cutlery . .

&Dl I rves - “;';"lﬂlmlngsu
ning Knives, regul SZQNOWONLanKlmlAm rving tains Carving

sKrz\;lawltﬂs h!ghwlagdslﬂlbildou\dm Fork with 6” tines, regularty $33, NOW ONLY

e Mcrvdey, Thuradoy & Fridey W 9 PM.

OPEN
STOCK

s
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ot lustrated
Spanith Lace
Stradivari

Aegean Weave
Romance of the Sea

T

savings
$55.00
$2375




