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By BARBARA UNDERWQOD

If one Birmingham school distritt
resident has his way, there will be a
whole new school board after the
June 13 election instead of one new

tee.

The Birmingham district includes a
portion of northeast Southfield.

Robert Lytle, a ltong-time outspoken
critic of the board and its “non-
goings-on,” is advocating that all
board members resign and an entirely
new board be elected. Only one va-
cancy will occur on the board this
year with the announcement this
week that Robert Ketchum will not
seek re-election. No other terms ex-
pire.

Lytle is chairman of the newly
formed Birmingham Schools Action
Committee, formed “to take decisive
action to reverse the decline in the
quality of Birmingham's education
and, at the same time, the resulting
dectine in property values.”

The committee's purpose is to “find
and support qualified school board
candidates, to advise voters on ballot
issues and to sclicit funds for these ac-
tivities.™

The task is '‘an uphill fight. but it
must be done,” said a letter circu-
lated to some school district residents
last week.
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Groves is attended by Southfield students living
in the Birmingham school district.

Groves High School's music and drama depart-
ments will combine to present the musical com-
edy “How to Succeed in Business Wihout Really

The production will be given on two weekends,
March 25 and 2 and March 31 and April 1. All
performances will be at 8 p.m. in the high school
auditorium, Evergreen and Thirteen Mie roads.
Beverly Hills.

The March 25 performance will benefit SCHOL-
AR (School Community Helping Outstanding Lear-
ners Achieve Recognition). SCHOLAR patron tick-
ets for the opening night performance are avaii-
able from Mrs. Norman Goeckel, 19573 Wilshire,

dents who work to increase the amount of finan-
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RESPONSE TO the letter so far has
“not been overwhelming.” Lytle said
Tuesday, “but I think that probably is
good because it means a lot of people
agree and it’s a little -early to say
yet.”

He hopes to )(eep committee mem-
bership to about a dozen people “so
we can accomplish something, but we
will need a lot of workers to pass out
literature at election time and so on.”

Lytle said he hopes that many of
the present school board members
would “have the conscience to re-
sign,” but admitted that it was unlike-
Iy that they wouid

1 cannot support the millage (a re-
newal proposal is expected on the
June 13 ballot for some or all of 17.1
mills that expires this year) with this
school board.™ he said. *'T support the
millage basically. but what I am
saying is that [ can't trust this school
board to handle it."

Lytle’'s committee will encourage
only as many candidates to run as
there are vacancies on the board
when the April 11 filing deadline ap-
proaches. he said.

‘I AM NOT ONE OF THEM." he
added. Lytle has run for the board
four times in the past without being
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Lytle asks bOérd to resign

elected and has said he would not run
again.

If school board members do not re-
sign “'we will have to get rid of them
another way.” Lytle said. Asked if his
committee would pursue a recal! ef-
fort to accomplish their goal, he said
it was planned but that no time sched-
ule has been determined.

In a letter to school board mem-
bers. Lytle charges the trustees with
a lack of background “essential to op-
erate an enterprise spending $22 mil-
lion™ and a lack of management expe-
rience.

“Experience with AAUW, LWV,
PTA, Girl Scouts. as a lawyer. as a
corporation bureaucrat, provides little
hope for becoming qualified on the
job.” his letter continues. Four of
you are former teachers, which may
place your empathy with employees
and not parents.”

Lytle cites two major problems fac-
ing the schools: A decline in both the
quality of education and
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He contends that the decline in educa-
tion is supported by “the relative in-
crease in selling prices of homes
the Bloomfield Hills and Birmingham
school districts.™

“THE PERCEPTION of the home-
buying public about quality in schoals
cannot be denied.” he said.

Groves does ‘How to Succeed’

Groves High School's music and drama depart-
ments will team up to present the musical com-
edy "Huw to Succeed in Business Without Really

cial aid available for college loans or scholarships
to deserving high school graduates living in the
Birmingham School District.

All money received by SCHOLAR is tumed
over to the Birmingham Student Loan and Schol-
arship Fund. Any high school graduate within the
Eirmingham School District may apply for finan-
cial aid.

LAST YEAR more than 60 students applied but
funds were available to give assistance to only 20
graduates. The maximum loan or grant was $500.
Six Groves students were among the recipients.

Patron tickets for “How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying"™ will be honored at per-
formances other than opening night.
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BOAT J WOW

TUES.. MARCH 22 THRU SUN., MARCH 27

Welcome aboard Westland's Spring Boat

Show featuring sailboats,

powerboats,

in-

boards, outboards, houseboats plus special
displays of racing boats from area boat rac-
ing clubs.

& Marine prop riders
® American Power Boat
Association

© National Drag Boat

Association

® Lake St. Clair Off-Shore
Racing Association

® Trenton Qutboards

All

you landiubbers, ready

about, set your course, and
sail west to Westland Center's
Spring Boat Show.
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