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bastion collect sap for their syrup-making project. (Staff photos by

Harry Mauthe)

Teacher Mrs. Sally Wilson'wields a mean drill to the delight of her sixth grade students; bat drilling

for sap doesn’t hyrt the tree, she says.

Sugar maples yield nature

By LYNN ORR

What could be more natural for an
elementary school surrounded by
maple sugar trees than a syrupmak-
ing project in the spring?

* Forest ry School teachers
gain are taking advantage of
the natural leaming center in their
backyard of Rolling Oaks subdivision
wmwﬁ“mh St of the prof

point e proj

ect may be a pancake bmkfam
syrup-topped ice cream, nature, ¢l
istry and math all have a role to play
in the leaming process.

* Mrs. Sally Wilson's sixth-grade stu-

dents are in charge of tapping trees,
_ collecting sap and boiling the sap into

me
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“Because of the winter, it's frosted
so far down that it takes a warmer
temperature to get it going,’ she
says, adding that usually the sap runs

ers attached to the trees, it is obvious
that the spring project is a favorite.
Usually six students go out each
day to check the buckets and collect
the sap. If ‘a lowerdeve! class wants
to get in on the act, the sixth-graders
the “little

Once the sap is collected, # is put
into one Jarge kettle boiling on the
~school’s stove under the watchful eyes
of Mrs. Wilson and the custodian.
“Last yesr I let it go too far, and
the kids jeamed about maple sugar
coe's wiching o g e
everyone g proc-
ess to get a5 much syrup as possible,
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“One big kettle bolls down to about
syrup,” says Mrs. Wil
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Continued declines predicted
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Task force eyes middle school

Declining enrollment and the result-
ing loss in state aid has led to the in-
vestigation of middle schools for
Farmington students by the Task
Force on School Organizational Struc-
ture (SOS).

The group decided this week to in-
vestigate two school districts pres-
ently using middle schools (grades six
to eight) rather than junior highs
(grades seven through nine).

In the Farmington school district,

- students presently attend elementary

schools (kindergarten through six),
junior highs (seven through nine), and
high schools (10-12). Some experts be-
lieve implementing middle schools
would be less expensive and result in
a better use of space.

Brighton’s two middle schools will
be the subjects of the first task force
visit, scheduled for late April.

During this week's meeting, the
task force considered enrollment pro-
jections and implications: character-
istics of Farmington's staff: and the
alternatives in school organization
mandated by declining enrollment.

“It's unlikely you will have a revers-
al in declining enrollment.” said Dr.
Fred Ignavotich, Michigan State Uni-
versity education professor and con-
sulting chairman to the SOS task
force.

Farmington is basically a relocation

it's mostly water, but this year wé
seem to be ‘getting really good
syrup,” she adds.

The kids agreed, dipping their fin-
gers into the syrup that had been
strained coffee filters.

“Watch &, T just got a good drip on
my watch,” warns Mrs. Wilson to an
over-eager studert who has seized on
the opportunity to get an extra lick.

The class has been collecting for
about a week, and weather will deter-
mine when the collecting is finished
and the eating starts.

But meanwhile' the students are

chemistry skills to figure out if they1l
have enough for their breakfast.
“Last year we had syrup on ice
cream, because we didn't  have
enough,” says Lesley Cullen.

All studenis were eager to re-
late “how the Indians discovered
maple syrup.

rather than a growth area, Ignavatich
concluded from his studies, which is
one reason: why he expects student
population decline to continue.

“FOR ENROLLMENT FIGURES to
change, what would have to happen is
a substantial change in the commu-
nity in terms of industrial and residen-
tial building.” he said. “It's possible,
but it’s unlikely.”

Ignavotich presented gloomy projec-
tions of continued decline, varying
from 300600 students lost per year.
Private school enrollment is increas-
ing, he added.

“The results reaffirm that the
charge of this task force is stiil very
serious.” he said. "People were look-
ing for a reversal. but it didnt hap-

n

He believes preparing for the most
pessimistic figures. in terms of stu-
dent loss, is preferable to planning for
any unexpected increases.

A reversal would mean you'd have
to deal with a problem that is famil-
iar.” he said. “Some people project a
slight increase in five years, but that
won't lead to a population boom but
rather to a steadier birth rate. *

The other seven members of the
task force are chairman Earl Bau-
munk, director of vocational and ca-
reer education; resident representa-

tives Betty Nicolay and Jack Inch; ad-
ministration representatives Al Lani-
gan and Donald Keen: Farmington
Education Association representative
Douglas Cooper: and Parent-Teacher
Association representative Suzanne
von Ende.

Using statistics collected by the Oak-
Jand County intermediate school dis-
trict, Ignavotich computed present
staff characteristics, an important fac.
tor in considering a change in school
structure, he said

His résults, considering age and ex-
perience, reveal that 32 per cent of
the staff of 830 are relatively young
with six to 10 years of teaching expe-
rience. The greatest percentage of the
elementary staff is 4549 with 11-15
yeéars of experience.

The implications of the statistics
show that few Farmington teachers
can be expected to retire and few
teachers will be hired in the coming
years.

“WHATEVER CHANGES take
place, they won't be with new blood."
he said. “Any adjustments will have
to be made with existing staff. not re-
cruitments.”

Ignavotich presented the task force
with six possible sites to visit to get
an impression of a middle school in
operation. The task force decided to

visit Brighton Public Schools first,
since Brighton has two middle
schools, grades six through eight,
each using different philosophies.

*Brighton Middle School is a middle
school in transition.” Ignavetich said.
“while the other is very small and
housed in a wing of the senior high.”

Ignavotich reported that the princi-
pals use different approaches along
with different structures.

Berkley will be the second district
visited, since the consensus of the
task force was to visit a district that
recently had converted to middle
schools because of declining enroll-
ment,

“Berkley is in its second year of op-
eration. having converted from a
seven through nine to a six through
eight approach.” he said.

Resident representative Betty Ni-
colay was especially interested in
Berkley's results with ninth graders
placed in a senior high situation. PTA
representative Suzanne von Ende said
Berkley would be a good choice since
financial implications had determined
the conversion.

Task force members will also be
studying tests about the middle school
and other educational alternatives
until their next monthly meeting

Police intensify hunt
for Tim King’s slayer

By MARY CONNELLY-SZCZESNY.
JOE MARTUCCI and BARBARA UN-
ERW

Parents increased efforts to protect
their children and police doubled their
manpower in the hours after the body
of 1l-year-old Timothy King of Bir-
mingham was discovered on Gill
Road in Livonia late Tuesday.

The body of the Adams School sixth
grader—still clothed in the red nylon
jacket emblazoned with Birmingham
Hockey Association patches he was
Iast seen in—~was found at 11 p.m. in
a ditch alongside Gill Road. 359 feet
south of Eight Mile Road in Livonia.

Tim's skateboard was beside his
still-warm body when police arrived.
Livonia fire fighters tried in vain to re-
suscitate the child.

Based on a preliminarv autopsy re-
port released Wednesday aftermoon,
police said Tim had been sexually as-
sualted. They set the time of his death
between 6 and 8 p.m. Tuesday. and
said the cause of death was suffoca-
tion. Some marks on his body in-
dicated that his hands and feet had
been bound, according to Livonia po-
lice chief Robert Turner.

The autopsy also revealed Tim had
eaten corn and fowl about two hours
before his death.

His body was found cleansed and
fully-clothed. Tim had been murdered
elsewhere and left on Gill Road. po-
lice said.

’s nectar

Whether the origin is legend or fact,
the students are convinced it’s a good
story, and most .of them like “our
maple syrup” better than the mostly
artificial syrups in stores.

The one thing that bothers them
about the project is the reoccurring
vandalism. Last year, unknown van-
dals shot holes into the cans with
beebee guns, and the Students lost a
good portion of the sap. This year
they've had some trouble with van-
dals removing the spiles and throwing
them ¢n the ground.

““The trail has been vandalized, and
some of the trees cut for new construc-

tion behind us have been dragged into .

the area,” says Mrs. Wilson regret.
i the sub-

Tim's parents. Barry and Marion
King, issued a statement through the
Birmingham Police Department
Wednesday afternoon.

The couple said they “wanted to ex-
press their great gratitude to the Bir-
mingam Police Department. all in-
vestigative forces and all others who
put forth such a tremendous effort in
the search for Tim

“Our neighbors and friends have
surrounded us with love.” they said.
“and made this time of waiting bear-
able.

“We are truly thankful for the pray-
ers and concerns of everyone. and the
sensitivity accorded us by the media.

“Like all of us."” Tim'’s parents said.
“we wished the search had come to a
successful conclusion.™

About 200 detectives from Wayne
and Qakiand counties joined the case
Wednesday and begah to search for
Tim’s abductor, who padice theorize is
a professional or businessman.

Tim disappeared from his Birming-
ham neighbarhood about 8:30 p.m
March 16 while walking to the Hunter
Maple Pharmacy. 655 E. Maple. The
store is about four blocks from the
King home at 1509 Yorkshire in the
northeast section of Birmingham

A SENSE OF gloom hung over Tim-
othy’s neighborhoed Wednesday.
Grief-stricken neighbors were hard
pressed to put their emotions into
words,

“I'm just sick.” said one woman
who asked that her name not be used
I didn't sleep al! night. I heard the
news on a late bulletin."”

Helen Michael, 1724 Yorkshire. said
she was " stunned.” Her son.
Larry, said, "'It's pretty shocking. But
1 think many people expected some-
thing like that to happen.”

“Sadness and compassion and a
sense of love for our neighborhood
and the people of our town."™ were the
emotions expressed by Joan Greir.
1648 Yorkshire. 1 just feel a great de-
sire to do something to keep our chil-
dren safe.”
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ANOTHER RESIDENT who re-
ted anonymity said she felt,
very sad and has much sympethy
(for Timothy's parents). It's a ter-
rible tragedy. I can hardly tatk about
e

Mrs. Glen Smith. 1885 Yorkshire.
added. “*We all feel very sad and very
sorry for the mother. She's a very
nice gal

=T talked to one neighbor who has
three girls. She said they were nearty
in shock and didn't feel like going to
school today.”

A couple blocks away. at 1525 Yose-
mite, Esther Morgan, said. [ feel so
damn sick it's not funny. Sick to my
very soul.”"

BIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS an-
nounced Wednesday that flags at all
buildings will be flown at half staff
until after funeral services are held
Friday for Timothy.

Donald Peckenpaugh. Birmingham
school superintendent, alsosaidasocial
worker and psychologist will help any
Adams School youngsters who may be
frightened because of Tim's murder.

“I have no reason to believe they
will be needed. but I took that pre-
caution,” Peckenpaugh said.

Bus drivers and mechanics working
for the school system organized a
bake sale Wednesday to begin a me-
morial fund for Tim. The bake sale
will be held at 10 am. April 2 at the
Birmingham Ice Sports Arena, 2300
E. Lincoln.

Children are our business around
bere.”” explained Virginia Lamb. sec-
retary at the bus garage. “This has
happened twice now to children very.
very close to use.”

She said she was referring to the
murder of Kristine Mihelich of Berk-
ley. whose body was found Jan. 21 in
Franklin. The 10 year old disappeared
Jan. 2 after buying a magazine at a
party store

TEM'S PARENTS, and his two broth-
ers and sister. remained sectuded
Wednesday.

1§ savings are your style. then be
sure to save the receipt that your
carrier will give you when he coF
lects his week.:Ifs worh & savings
of $1.00 o the' price. of the next
Classitied ad hatyou plece. -



