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By RICHARD GOLD

CANVAS ROLLS
UNEN OR COTTON
- LESS 20%
STRETCHED CANVAQ,
CANVAS BOARDS
. BUY 2 AT FULL PRICE
BUY 3RD % PRICE *
{ORly Applies to Some Size)

MANY IN STORE
SPECIAL VALUES

Open Daily 9-6 # Closed Sunday » FREE PARKING
BIRMINGHAM 400 . Woodward » Rochester 429 Main St.

FOR THE ULTIMATE IN
FASHION FORMAL WEAR

FOR | A
YOUR
WEDDING

PROMS

OR
ANY
SPECIAL
OCCASION

126 SOUTH WOODWARD
BIRMINGHAM » 647-8054
FORMAL WEAR « TUXEDO RENTALS & SALES

N |

380'5. Telegraph at Or¢hord Lake Rd. in Pontioc
Other offices In Sterling Hrs. and Royel Oak

Call 642-7150 338-9255 1| 2-3850

"1 bought my central air
\\ conditioning from Kast on
"rhe coldest day of the year,

'AND SAVED *100.”

Save now on LENNOX: central air conditioning

™™\

“Yes, I'll have quiet, cost-efficient cool-
Ing when it finally gets hot this summer.
1’m glad | called Kast NOW during their
annual Pre-Seasan Sale, foo, ‘cause it
saved me a bundiel””
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Exclusive design is found in our Designers Show case display
lighting gallery. Hexogonal shaped colums welcome you to a
world’of contemporania. Clean. Sieek. Provacative. A beau-
.wdding of polished chrome and brass that will light

hap Aq!';ver after. Six lights. Chandelier is 22" wide. See it
today/fer a brighter tomorrow. Priced at*530.00

Chandblior Ce.

... you'll see us in a better light’

The n Michigan Transit
Authority (SEMTA) took a long stride
toward determining the future of pub-
lic transportation in the Detroit metro-
politan area Tuesday. paring a list of
13 mass transit schemes to four.

The impact of the final transit plan
will not be felt in the suburbs for one
to two years, according to SEMTA
General Manager Larry Salci.

“Basically, regardless of the final
selection. the suburbs will benefit
through new services. while the city
will benefit through improvements to
existing services.” Salci said

All four choices include bus service
on Telegraph, Southfield, Plymouth, I-
896, Eight Mile. Big Beaver. Schooi-
craft-Davidson and Warren. Other
transit alternatives were suggested
for Michigan Avenue. Woodward and
Gratiot

The decision. 15 months in the mak-
ing. followed an ali-day meeting of
the SEMTA board. and resulted in one
extra altemative. The board was ex-
pected to edit the list to three.

Three of the final four choices were
altered versions of earlier plans and
followed “a good deal of testing. refin-
ing and modifving existing alterna-
tives,” Salci said

SEMTA determined that Michigan.
Woodward and Gratiot are the most
used corridors in the metropolitan
area. It is in those areas that the four
alternatives selected differ.

Four types of transit hardware
were considered for use in the corri-
ders: heavy (rapid) rail or subway:
light rail (street carsi. express
buses: and commuter rail tusing regu-
lar train tracks)

The four alternatives selected were

=Commuter rail along the Michigan
Avenue corridor on the existing Penn
Central right-of-way: and extensive
bus service on both Woodward and
Gratiot, Buses would stop every two
to 12 minutes.

*Commuter rail along the Michigan
Avenue corridor. heavy rail on Wood

Then there were four:
SEMTA finally pares transit choices

ward to Eight Mile and heavy rail on
Gratiot to Connor.

*Commuter rail along the Michigan
corridor. light rail to Sixteen Mile on
Woodward: and light rail to 15 Mile
on Gratiot.

eUpgraded bus service, consoli-
dating SEMTA and Detroit lines and
an expanded regional system. and a
peak-period only commuter rail serv-
ice to Plymouth and Ann Arbor

Also included in the fourth altema-
tive is a downtown Detroit “people
mover’” system. improvement of traf-
fic signal progression on major
roadways and reversible lane oper-
ation on major thoroughfares.

Many criteria were used to judge
the benefits and drawbacks of the 13
alternatives. including capital costs,
operating costs. environmental im-
pact. economic development (job crea-
tion. growth along the corridors) and
social impact

No one system shined in all cate-
gories.

Extended bus service is cheaper in
capital costs. but consumes more
energy and produces more pollution
* Heavy rail. which often involves
above- or below-ground operation, in-
currs heavy capital and land-acquisi:
tion costs.

Light rail involves high capital
costs, while offering slower service
than heavy rail.

The most significant thrust of the
SEMTA hoard decision. Salei said.
was thal commuter rail was elimi-
nated as passibility for high-level serv-
ice everywhere but along Michigan
Avenue

Selection of a final plan wont be
made until after a new SEMTA board
takes office April 15

“t would hope we can have a deci-
sion by early May. That's optimistic
but within reason.” Salci said

With that final selection in hand. the
SEMTA board is expected to go to
Washington and ask for the $600 mil-
lion in federal aid promised by the
Ford administration

Inflation spurs boom in
old homes, broker says

Older existing homes may hecome
the prime target for first time home
buyers over the next few years. ac-
cording to the United Northwestern
Realty Association 1UNRA).

“In the past, most voung families
had thoughts of buying a brand new
home but usually were willing to
settle on a newer existing home hav-
ing most of the desired features at a
lower price.” states John J. Kelly
UNRA prestdent

“Now with the total costs of home
ownership rising at a faster rate than
most incomes. many of these families
are looking at older homes that may
require a certain amount of work "

A study recently reported by univer-
sity urban affairs experts predicted
that new home costs may increase hy
75 per cent over the next four years,

“Prices for newer existing homes
generally follow the same trend as
new homes but at a lesser rate.”
Kelly said. “The study showed that
only about one in four families today
can afford to buy a new home com-
pared to about half in 1970. There also
has been a decline in the number that
can afford the newer existing homes.”

He said more families now are
trying to counteract the rise in prices
by cutting back on their expectations
for their first home and working to es-
tablish an equity.

“It has been demonstrated that the
increase in housing costs during the
past five years has been much less
for families selling one home and buy-
ing another and for those retaining
ownership of a home.” he stated.

“Thus. many families want to move
into the market as soon as possible
and are willing to settle for a lesser
home than what may have been envi-
sioned. Those who have shopped

around are heginming 1o appreciate
what older homes have to offer

“First. they obtain more hving
space per dollar than in the new hous-
g market. The often unrecognized
costs involved with a new house—
landscaping. fencing. storms and
sereens. for example—are for the
maost part non-existant

The need for essential repairs.
which contribute to the lower price
for an older home. can be financed
through a shortterm note to avoid
spreading them through the life of the
mortgage

“"Non-essential changes can he
made as finances improve or as they
are desired If family members can
accomplish all or part of such renova-
tion. the increased equity in the home
may surpass their repair in-
vestment.”

Kelly said that families moving into
older established neighborhoods gener-
ally are not faced with special assess-
ments for paving. sewers. street-light-
ing and other costs often encountered
in newly-developed areas

The UNRA president noted a de-
cline this year from 1976 in the num-
ber of existing homes being listed in
the association’s territory which
covers most of western Wayne and
Oakland counties

“With interest rates down and a
plentiful supply of mortgage money.
sales have climbed.” Kelly said
“With the increased number of house-
holds being formed. we see the mar-
ket tightening up with stronger com-
petition among buyers. Gradualy. we
will begin to encounter shortages of
good listings in some areas.”

PUT YOUR FAMILY'S SECURITY FIRST WITH

First Alert”

Professional Smoke and Fire
Detector by PITTWAY * D gramer o

« Frees-valt Battery

Besping Signal when Battery
Needed

® TestSwich

o (nstalls astly with 2 Scrows

Reg. $49.95
", Pro-Season s3395
: Special «

 FREE 9-Volt Battery

Store Hours: Dally 10-9,
Sat 10-8,8un. 12.5
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March 22-27

Over 350 exciting works of
art will be on display includ-
ing graphic arts, jewelry]
crafts, sculpture, weaving,
stichery and much more!

‘Contributing
high schools
are:

Benedictine
Brother Rice
Catholic Central
Holy Redeemer )

Immaculata

-
s o o o

Marian ,

Our Lady of Mercy

St. Clements .
St. Martin DePorres
St. Mary’s of Redford
Shrine

University of Detroit

Coming Soon!

BOAT SHOW ||.

March 31 through April 9 Pl
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Al Plenty of Free Parking
Climatically Controlied]

A Enclored

Daily 10:00,2.m.-8:00 p.m.
it oS08 Neon:%:00 p.m.
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