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Scoring system changed

Several rules changes greet prep trackmen

By TOM BAER

Several major changes will get
much of the attention during the early
weeks of the boys’ high school track
season.

The changes call for a new scoring
system in the dual meets. and a new
event—the 330-yard low hurdles.
which replaces the 180-yard hurdles
as one of the 16 events. The new scor-
ing system awards points through
_lour places instead of just three. plac-
ing a premium on team depth

Yet another important change is
that a team’s distance men may run
in a meet's two long events. the mile
and two mile. Previously. a runner
could participate in an event of a quar-
ter mile or less if he also ran the mile
or two mile

“With the new rule about running
doubles, | think you're going to see
the distance men playing more of a
role.” said Farmington High coach
Gerald Young. whose team includes

several promising longdistance run-
TS.

Farmington, which had a turnout of
more than 50 boys. can count on sen-
for Stuart Glatfelter. who turned in a
4:27.0 mile last season. Hugh Leidlein
and Harold Rutila, both juniors, are
also experienced distance runners

Other Farmington prospects include
senior shotputter Kevin Hanson, who
logged a 553 toss during the winter in-
door season. and senior hurdler Mike
Danna. who finished sixth in the state
indoor championships held recently at
the University of Michigan

YOUNG ALSO has senior Vance Gu-
tierrez, a sprinter and long jumper.
and senior Tracy Curtis, a pole vaul-
ter. Junior Rick McKibben. who holds
the school high jump record at &3.
and junior Dan Jamison, a sprinter.
also show promise.

“We'll be tough in the distances and
the ficld events. and not too bad in
the hurdles.” Young said. “But the
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sprints could be a problem.”

Last season. Farmungton compiled
a 7-3 overall record to go with a 4|
mark in the Inter Lakes League. Pon-
tiac Northern was the only ILL team
to beat Farmington. “Northern has
good speed again, ‘but they lost some
key Kids from last season.” Young
said “Livonia Stevenson also should
be respectable in the ILL ™

At Farmington Harrison. coach
Tom Shalla is hoping he can put to-
gether a crew which will better last
scason’s 64 overall mark and the 14
showing in the Western Six League

I think we have a pretty good bal-
ance n terms of first runners. but we
don’t have that much depth.” said
Shalla, who is beginning his third sea-
son at Harrison. “T could sec us tak-
g a Iot of first places and still losing

Track sc

s
Hatch wins

Jordy Hatch of Farm-
ington Hills won first
place in two individual

vents and swam on the

May 3-Nortn

Athletic

Hatch
at Onkland

ay team which placed
first 1n two  additional
events at the 10th annual
Maoior Cuy Invitational

and second annual Great  Schoot

swim meet

Lakes Intercollegiate

Conference
swimming champion-
stups. last weekend

who graudated from
North Farmungton High

points because of the new scoring sys-
tem.”

Harrison senior Mike Bowden, who
is better known for his porwess as a
tailback on the school’s excellent foot-
ball team, also excells in track as a
long jumper. shot putter and discus
thrower.

1 would say that the discus is his
best event,” Shalla said. “He was out
there farther than the state record
last year. bul he couldn’t put it togeth-
er in the regional tournament. so he
never got to throw in the state
hnals :

OTHER Harrison senior trackmen
are Bill Haussman, who holds the
school record in the 220-yard dash;
Mike Colomina, a vaulter; Mark
Evans., a distance man: John Hile-
man. a low hurdler; and Jeff Thorne.
also a hurdler.

Junior John Cable rmissed most of
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last season because of injuries. but
has been looking good in the quarter
and half mile so far, said Shalla.
Other junior prospects include sprint-
er Tom Reynolds and hurdler Jim Sto-
jek. Hurdler Mark Worsley and two-
miler Charlie Rogers. both soph-
omores, also show promise.
Livonia Churchill has dominated the
Western Six League track competition
in recent years. “Churchill looks
tough again,” Shalla said. “They got

just about everybody back.” o
At North Farmington, coach Ron
Holland hopes he has the personnel to .
improve on last seasan’s 6-8 overall re- ¢

cord. Holland is working with 40 candi-~ ~

dates.

Returning seniors include Bob Mill:,
er. hurdler. high jumper and discus |
thrower; Paul Ricei, sprinter; and’
Mike Spengler. distance man. North”
also has two senior pole vaulters in
Bill Morden and Doug DeHuff.
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