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Twenty-Five Cents

Historical district residents fight tax

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Although residents of Farmington's
historical district gathered en masse
at last week's council session to pro-
test increased property tax assess-
ments. they still will have to' pay the
37.65 per ‘cent average increase.

The district’s residents have been
caught in the middle of a catch-up
game to equalize their assessments
with the rest of the city and a five
year reappraisal strategy of which
their district was one of the first to be
scrutinized

Although the average was 37.65 per
cent. some of the 124 homeowners
were handed anywhere from a 60 to
150 per cent increase.

The area. officially designated as
neighborhood 12, is bounded approx-
imately by the intersection of Shia-
wassee and Grand River on the west.
Warner on the east. McComb on the
south and Pickett on the north.

The city council, along with City As-
sessor John Sailer. faced a standing

room crowd whose spokesman was
historical district resident Jack Cot-

ton.

“WE FEAR THE INCREASES will
destroy the positive movement and
pride in older homes," said Cottpn.

For many years the downtown resi-
dential area was referred to as a
blighted one, according to Cotton
until homeowners made a concerted
effort o fix up the homes, many of
which 'were built in the 18505

Assessing homes is done with a
great deal of “Kentucky" windage.
with political influence and guesswork
being part of the system. he said.

But Sailer denied the charges.
saying that increases were high this
year because of the necessity of bring-
ing the historical district closer to the
50 per cent of state valuation require-
ment

Under state law. assessors are sup-
posed to assess homes at approx-
imately 50 per cent of its value. This

is based on a three year sales figure
within a designated district. according
to Sailer.

“There have been regular increases
in the district throughout the years,
but they just haven't been enough,”
said Sailer. |

To demonstrate his point. Sailer pre-
sented figures which compared the his-
torical district to Farmington Oaks
Subdivision. one of the newer housing
complexes in the city.

In 1975 and 1976, the historical dis-
trict residents paid 31.65 per cent and
31.12 per cent respectively in relation-
ship to the 50 per cent assessed valu-
ation figure.

Farmington Qaks, on the other hand
paid 4102 per cent and 41.75 per cent
for those two years.

Historical district residents could
have been socked with even higher as-
sessments if the district would
brought up to the Farmington Oaks
figure.

School engineer retires

“If a factor had been applied to
neighborhood 12 for the determination
of a 1977 assessment, a 47 per cent
across the board increase would have
been required,” said Sailer.

1 would be just as angry if I knew
someone was paying a lower assess-
ment.” said Sailer, referring to the
fact that historical district residents
paid a lower assessment rate than
Farmington Oaks.

Some residents expressed fears that
they could lose their homes because
they are senior citizens living on a
fixed income and couldn't afford to
pay the increase.

Sailer denied this, saying that those
objecting to their assessments could
have appealed to the city's tax appeal
board.

He also reminded residents that
they could receive a tax rebate upon
machmg the age of 65 because of a
state law which says that only 3.5 per
cent of a senior citizen's income has
to be paid towards their tax bill.

“Everything over that goes back to

Stultz ready for Florida sun

By LYNN ORR

Farmington School District resi-
dents, as well as the board of educa-
tion. can thank the Boston subways
for 11 years of service from Harry
Stultz, retiring director of buildings
and sites. If it werent for the in-
famous MTA. he might never have
turned down a job in Boston and head-
ed west

"My wife and | were hunting down
this real estate agent to sign a lease,
but I kept on thinking of all that com-
muting when Gerry Harrison (former
superintendent) called me and offered
me the job,” Stultz reminisces.

1 said yes before asking about the
salary because I had already discov-
ered I could live close to work here.”

That's how Stultz arrived in Farm-
ington in 1966, working for a scheol
district for the first time after a long
career as a civil engineer for the Air
Force and a civilian architect in a
brief interiude.

The construction aspect of schools
intrigued Stultz above all, which is
also one of the reasons he's taking an
early retirement at 62 to look for
greener pastures. as well as better
weather, in Florida next September.

“WHEN 1 FIRST CAME here the
Farmington Public School district was
growing at the rate of slightly over
900 kids a year. That tapered off until
1970 when the curve started revers-
ing.

“But in that time we constructed
quite of a number of major facilities
along with major remeodeling that I
can be proud of; however, it's time to
be moving on."”

Although construction is his major
vocation, his job in Farmington in-
volves being “a cradleto-grave real
estate manager,” he quips. Although
he's especially proud of the recent ex-
tensive remodeling of North Farm-
ington High School (the architectural
drawings bear his name), he realizes
that the maintenance aspect of school
district business is the most vulner-
able to criticism as well as the first to
go under the budget-cutter's knife.

Retiring director of buildings and sites, Harry Stukz, examines
one of the many blueprints cramming his office. (Staff photo by Har
ry Mauthe)

‘I've been out on a limb all my life. | guess

that's how I like it.’

—Harry Stuitz

“In comparison to teaching kids,
you really see the results of what we
do: When the parking lot is full of
water or the halls are dirty or a new
building is criticized.”

“We've had to live within a very
tight budget over the years, and it
seems as though the maintenance and
operations: asped.s are the first things
to be bled in order to stay within the
overall budget.

“That’s a way of life, but now there
are other things that appeal to me,”
he says in his southern bred accent.

A native Virginian, Stultz’s way of

life has included the supervision of
such constructions as Forest and
Woodereek elemenlary schools
Power and Warner junior highs, six
classrooms and a media center at
Shiawassee Elementary, media cen-
ters at every elementary school with
the exception of four, and Harrison
High School, which drew considerable
criticism and which Stultz is quick to
defend.

“BOTH MR. SCHULMAN AND Mr.
Geiger (past and present Harrison
principals) think it's a very difficult

Schools tighten security
as police search for killer

Prom| by the latest in a series
of abdugttleudns and murders of children
in Oakland County, Farmington area
police, teachers and librarians have in-
tensified normal eﬂons at protecting
their young charg:

Chlldren are remlnded regularly to

avoid strangers ;l;im mslgggll;r caﬂn—:l

according $o Assi upe!
Lawrence Freedman.

“We've always had a safety pro-

am but it's a little bit stronger.
le times a year,
ders to the chil-

't talk to gers. And
Abom lhe elping Hand

%mﬂm in a window as-

child that he can find help
,Inthehnma -

“But we don't want to contibute to

o hysteria,” he added. “We want to

have the childnn aware of the situa-
@ thon

awu at Flanders, Gill, High-

meadow and Ten Mile Elementary
Schools are (ellmg youngsters to ig-

nore strangers.,

FLANDERS PRINCIPAL Wedlon

Petz i3 gdvising his students to avoid

all strangers, even policemen in unj-

form. that ask to accompany the chil-

Follce surmise that the person re-
ible for the recent deaths is a re-

spected citizen, such as a police offi-

youngster will
mal after-school routine or will be ab-

him walk home and told him to call
us when he amved But we've
stopped doin, now."

If the chil is :chedu.led to visit a
friend after school, both sets of
ents must write notes to the school m
forming adminstrators of the plans,
according to Walter Prince, Ten Mile
principal.

IF A NEIGHBOR will meet the
child after school, Prince uk.s  that
his office be notified

“We_dont know a nel
anyoné else. We don't
that, We hnvetohavelnoteu

buiiding to control kids in because of
the multi-floor design and many pas-
sageways

“1 don't refute that, but I cant
quite see the reason to blame behav-
jor patterns of kids on the design of
the building. 1, for one. think Harrisen
is 2 beautiful, functional piece of ar-
chitecture,

“And 1 always say when they dis-
pose of that building, I want to buy it
and make it a military school,”  he
says with a laugh.

Although 'his snappy dress, a green

. plaid suit with burgundy tie and
Socks, doesn't seem to fit the stereo-
type of a military background,
Stultz’s career was immersed in the
military before his sojourn in Farm-

on.

He and his family spent three years
each in Japan and France. as well as
many years al] over the southern U.S
working as a civil engineer. He was
commissioned into the reserves after
graduating from Virginia Polytech
and served as a pilot during World
War 1L

For five years after the war he was
an architect and partner in several
firms until he decided to use his mili-
tary connections to secure some gov-
ernment contracts at the start of the
Korean War.

"“As a crutch to get into the door I
used the fact that I was a reserve offi-
cer, and 1 came back with my uni-
form on.”

The major general Stultz consuited
called in a personnel officer to ex-
plain all the new offices planned for
construction.

“1 volunteered,” Stultz recalis face-
tiously, “and packed my bags for At-
lanta.” It was the Farmington call
that placed him in civilian gear again
after 15 years, and he doesn't regret
either lifestyle.

“Nothing's ever been dull,” he says
happily.

‘The 1964 Tokyo Olympics are just
one example of military fringes he's
enjoyed. Living in Farmington, he ex-
plains, is one of the fringes of his
school district employment. .

“I've enjoyed living here tremen-
dously,” he says, and his faith in the
school district has been confirmed by
his youngest daughter's K8 attend-
ance in Farmington schools

His wife, Annie Laurie, who he con-
siders a constant inspiration, has held
the post, in the past as well as pres-
ently, of director of the Fz-mington
Community Center. She's also been
very active in all kinds of volunteer or-
ganizations, he adds.

“It's with a little reluctance on her
part that we head south agatn,” he
adds.

Stultz himself has accumulated con-
siderable honors during his stay. He's
a member of Rotary International, a
charter member of Farmington Ro(a
rians; and holds membership in th
Councit of Educational Facilitly Phn—
ners Interational, the American In-

ind

the resident. If it is still a hardship
you can appeal to our board of review
which has been traditionally very
lenient,” he said.

Sailer said oniy about six residents
from the historical district even que-
ried his office about their tax boosts.

Sailer admitted thal residents who
fixed up their houses were being as-
sessed more because their houses be-
came higher in value.

Councilman William Hartsock siad
that allhaugh the residents were
“stuck™ with this year's assessment,
he thought the city councit should con-
tact state representatives to change
the way property is assessed. -

“I believe the aesthetics of the his:
torical district could be destroyed by
high taxes. [ suggest we communicate
with the state and in the future seek
relief for those who own historical
homes,” he said.

Inadvertent art

Although it wasn't designed for a museum, this configuration ef
cables can overwhelm the viewer, both artistically and in terms of
their capabilities. To discover what Bob Pampreen has to say about

this new office in Farmington, turn to page 3A.

Harry Mauthe)

(Staff photo by

78 grant will pay
for fix-up, sewers

Improvement projects in the south
end of Farmington Hills will get a fi-
nancial boost if city council approves
an administration proposat for use of
1978 federal community development
grant funds,

The city is expected to receive
$146.000 through the grant program ad-
ministered by the US. Dept. of Hous-
ing and " Urban Development

Under the administrators’ proposal
presented to city counci! Monday. the
largest portion of the grant. $96.700,
would be used to continue a storm
sewer program in the south end of the
cily aimed at relieving spring flood-

The sewer is planned to parallel
Elght Mile in Farmington Hills.

City Manager George Majoros also
suggested that $20,000 be used to con-
tinue the city's grants and loans pro-
gram to enable low-income residents
to make home repairs.

Another $20,000 should be used to
pay Richard Young, the city’s build-
ing tnspector, Majoros said.

Improvements to Waldron Park. in
the south end. would take $2.000 of the
grant money.

E REPAIRS would range from
sidewalks to repairing play equip-

inside
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ment. according to Administrative As-
sistant Michael Dornan.

Majoros said that §7.300 would go
for administrative costs.

Those costs include fliers sent to
homeowners in the southern part of
the city explaining the home repair
grants and loans program. Mailing
costs of the fliers are included in this
category.

Salaries of housing rehabilitation
consultants retained to give advice on
a particular grant or loan application
also would be drawn from the adminis-
trative funds category.

Otsuji completes
family practice work

Farmington resident Dr. Gary G. Ot
suji has been named a diplomat of the
American Board of Family Prac-
tice(ABFP) as a result of passing a
certification examination offered by
the ABFP.

Dr. Otsujt is now certified in the spe-
cialty of family practice, after pass-
ing the intensive two-day written ex-
amination,

i
SPRING IS IN THE AIR
For those who've tinkered




