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Student

Of Stude

By HOWARD KOHN

“Frats and #greases” stil oppose
each other In gangland fashion {n some
Detroit high schools,

“Frats" and “greases”’ usuallylive
up according to economic and social
status -~ the upper middle clessversus
the lower class,

Suburban schools with middle-class
students haven't been troubled with
class-oriented gang fighting,

But now, two similarly stereotyped
factions are inveding suburban sehools,
They are the “*jocks'? and the #freeks,’”
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#JOCKS'* ARE the conservative
clean-cut old guard who cull their
status from scoring potnts on the fook-
ball field or scoring dateswith the best-
looking girls,

“Freeks’ are the redical long-haired
new look who went to make classesand
activities more relevant and more ex-
citing,

“tJocks'* are supposed to be inter-
ested in dances and parties, «Freeks'
are supposed to like bull sesstons and
pot parties,
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FEW, IF ANY, high school students
exactly fit those stereotyped images,

But some suburban students are con-
gregating st polttical extremes,

Traditionally the r*jocks'* have as-
sumed positions of leadership, They get
elected to student council seats because
student elections are popularitycon-
tests,

Now the ‘rfreeks” who can exploit
the popularity ofanemerging youthcul-
ture, are threatening the security of
‘*jocks,
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AT NORTH FARMINGTON High
School the two sldes squared cff this
spring in student government elections,

Bob Hughes, represanting the
“focks*’ won the presidency,

Mark Kearns, representing the

nt Council Gavel

| looks for the

Struggle:

Factions Vie For Control

{Education in the twentieth
century has been marked with
conflict, Administrators try-
ing to modornize the system,
toachers fighting for higher
wages and better conditions,
parents seeking a tight bud-
‘| g8t and lower taxes, and st~
donts desiring more rights:
tesponsibilities and a batter
laarning experignce.

Thers is disagreement be-
twoen the factions emong them.
The methods of each may be
diffarent but all are equally

dodicated to their goals.
The students’ quest for
rights and ibility may

only advisory.

“The principal would obviously have
to bave a veto vots,” he says,

Mingo and other student radicals say
they would agree to an advisory com-
mitiee if the principals would issue
writisn explanations whena recommen-
dation was over-ruled,

Graham and Gelger are hesitantabout
such & clauss butare notunalterably op-
posed, ,

Richard Frankel, board of education
member, has urged principals to
answer all student complaints publicly
and prompily,

“There’s bees 2 problem of com-
munjcation between the students and tha
s long as1canremem-

In the third part in a ser-
ies of student issves, Howsrd
Kohn talks with studant fead-
ers and administrators and
open doar.)
clash with the other groups
but at times agreemant is

chers and parents desire some
of the conditions students
want -~ yot some student de-
sires are met with a wall of
opposition.

Right or wrong, the effort
in this era of conflict is that
all factions be given oqual
opportunity to be heard. In
this sstting, student council
is attempting to be heard and
ot North Farmington High
Schaol is undergaing change.

Student council is trying
to adopt changes to facilitate
communications  with  the
other three factions -- but the
students themselves differ on
how this should be done.

In the third part in & ser-
ies on student issues, Howard
Kohn talks with student fead-
ors and administrators and
looks for the ‘apen door.)

“freeks” wan the vice
However, peither are R to
Hughes {5 2 solf- styled moderate on key questions,

with liberal - 2 He

quick thinker and one of the state’s best
quarterbacks,

Kearns may bearadical buthe'snota
revolutlonary, He's articulate and in-
telligent - he was an A-studentuntillast
year when be purposaly worked for fafl-
ing grades to protest the educational
process,

The two predict they'll be able to
work together,

But this spring’s election did marka
watershed in student politics at NFHS,
For the first time two candidatescam-
paigned on a perty platform rather than
on individual eppearance,

Jack Mingo and Kearas formed The
Peace and Freedom Party, The main
plank {n their platform was 2 promiss to
open councll meetings to all students.

Closed meetings became anissuelast
year when a group of radical students
{ncluding Mingo and Kearus, challenged
the closed doors,

After a series of arguments, the
counctl agreed to test &nopendoor pol-
icy, But the experiment falled,

Tony Garcla, last year's presldent
accused radicals of trylng to dominate
the meetings,

The radicals retorted thatGarcia re-
tused to recogaize them gnd thengav-
oled them down when they objected.

THE RADICALS took their case to

the 32 - member coun-
cll to vote according to those views,
! “I don't want kids to think we're an
elitist group,” Hughos explains, “if
we cart have pure democracy bere, at
least we can have represantative de-
mocracy,”

Last year radicals demanded council
submit key 1ssues to schoolwide refer-
endum rather than act oo them in
meatings,

Mingo and Kearns now say they're
willing to try Hughes' innovations,
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BUT THEY'RE also beginning to re-
alize the limits of council’s power over
the sdministration, Even if council
adopts popular positions, it hes noauthe
arity to back 1t up,

“Our problem may not be withcoun~
cll,” Mingo notes, “as much as it is
vith the administration,”

Mingo proposes a student- faculty
grievance committes, or judiciary, to
arbitrate decisions of dlscipiine against
students,

This {dea has met bead-onoppasition
trom both high school principals,

+Students have to learn toaccept an-
swers as they are given,” insists Clay-
ton Graham, NFHS principal, “We
meke our judgments after careful con-

the studentsina.
and won 2 3-2 majority but techalcally
Tost,

Since the referendum took the form of
a constitytional revision, a two-thirds

~ majority was needed.

In a disputed count, they lost by a
bandful of votss, \

Nevertheless, Hughes has taken his
cue from the $-2 result and intends to
have open forums every three weeks,
inviting all students to voics opinions,

He will also send

«I would find any grievance pro-
cedure unacceptable,”

James Gelger, Farmington High
Schoal principal, says he doeso't see a
naed for another formal group separate
from student counctl,

«Besides, Idon't think stdents would
want to discipline their peers,’" Gelger

FI'.E will be electing its council this
fall, Thus far FHS's councl] has es-

back from each formal council mest.
Ing to report to their homercoms,

Mingo and Kearns polnt out the
council will still be holding closed
meetings butedmit Hughes s moving in
the right direction,
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NFHS's STUDENT counciidied tem-
porarily last winter, when the councll
voted, 15-13, to abalish ltsell, The
councl] had been undez fire for alloged-
1y rubberstamping edministraticn dic-
tates and 1gnoring student wisbes,

On its resurrection & few wooks later,
the councll promised to reform,

Now Hughes 15 actlvely seeking to
put those reforms into force,

«Sure, maybe councll was a Wasts of
time,”” Hughes acknowledges, *‘Bat
that’s going to change,’”

He’s initiating an “action lne’ - a
box into which students can drop sug-
gostions or complaints - and he’s guar-
antpeing an answer tobe publicly posted
within 10 days,

He's also set upa stodent polling

caped criticism from its
student body,
.

BUT GEIGER and Graham differ on
their attitudes towand discipline, Gra-
ham accepts it 25 one of his main re-
sponsibilities,

Geiger believes discipline is over-
emphasized and over - used,

"We spend too much Hme disciplin-
ing students snyway,” be argues, ¢/l
think if we gave the student alittle more
time to think and reflect, we'd findless
reason for discipline,’”

: )

DR, RODERICKSMITH, superintend-
ent of schools, 1s wary students would
use a grievance committee to galn more

ts,

“We always have toguardagainstthe
immaturity of students,” Smith ex-
Hains, “We’d have to outnumber them
on any committee to insure good fudg~
meant."

But Smith would accept a grievance

h views

ber,”” Frankel charges, *And there's
no good reason for it.r
e

UP UNTIL NOW (except for the NFHS
picketing against dress rutesinMarch)
the board of education hasn't played a
first-person role in student discipline,

“I'd like to make cerininitstays that
way,” Frankel sdds, *That'swhyad-
ministrations should develop rapport
with thelr students, Tbere should be no
reason for studeats to come before the
school board, "

Farmington 1s something of a vanish-
ing breed In this respect, Many of
Michigan’s school boards have been
embattled in discipline disputes in re-
cent years,

Iu fact, the State Department of Pub-
e Instruction 15 cons{dering making
appearances before school boards man-
datory on expelling students,

‘The department may 2!so recommend
the student be represented by ansttor-
ney.
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GRAHAM WAS the first local school
official to condemn the recommenda-
toa as ‘‘monkey business,’” But Gra-
ham may also be the first to find him-
self in an untenable position on disci-

Aftor feeling the sting of bitter stu-
dent sarcasm for a year, NFHS'S
council is determined to prove itsel{
alegitimate and representative student
spokesman, So If NFHS students decide
they want Graham to give up some of
his discipline power, the councll may
bave fo actively support the demand,

Graham would then have three al-
ternatives; (1) accepting a grievance
committes, (2) appealing to the school
board for intervention or (3) fgnoring
the students and risking another
watkout,

As long a5 Graham avolds unpopular
expulsions, however, he stands little
chance of imvoking controversy,
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STUDENT RADICALS admit they
need  triggering Incident to mobilize
their forces around an Issue, They
headlined the groomiag code this spring
only after Jeff Cohen was expelied be-
cause of a two-day-old beard,

Mingo estimates the radical base at
200 to 300 out of 1800 students, But
only 1,200 students voted tn the counctl
elections, be polnts out, whichglves the
radicals 20 per cent of the electorate,

Kearns and Mingoare confident NFHS
students will becoms more active as
the radical influeace grows,

Mingo {5 1tkely to be appolnted editor
of the school newspaper and he'seager
to carry school issues to the students,

Besides the grievance committee,
be's proposing voluntary student eval.
uatlon of teachers, modular study pro-
grams and limited pass-fail grading.

e

GRAHAM SAYS he will wait for the
students to make the first move in
pressing for any of these changes,

The board of education has been
studying some of the proposals, But it
bas no present plans {o enact any of
them, s
This brings it back to the students
who must first overcome their personal
political squabbles,

But if Mingo rallies students around
an 1ssue, and if Hughes leads counctl in-
to supporting it, then Graham may.be
faced with a united front,

And that would put the “tjocks" and
the nfreeks” on the same team,
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Behind the Stereotyped images of
Student groups are individual young
People learning about the power
Struggles of a political socrety.
Most people. young or old, are of-
et apathetic about issves until
they dirsctly affect them, As long
as student lethargy is the prevaii-
ing mood, the ““jocks™ are able to
govern & contented student body.
But when controversy arises. the
“freeks’* become the -crusading
2ctivists on the side of the students.

At North Farmington High School,
however. the “‘jocks™ and the
“freeks™ are not at opposite poles.
In fact, they may be Joining forces
this year to ask for school reforms.
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