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Schools seek fund renewal on

By LYNN ORR

More than $2 million in revenues for
Farmington Public Schools hinge on
whether school district voters approve
a_four-mill renewal April 5.

:And while schoot district officials be-
lieve voters will retain the millage.
along with the record of never turning
down a renewal, they hope voters are
aware of the price of a renewal de-
feat

“Reduction of teachers resulting in a
higher student-teacher ratio: reduced
funds for supplies and texts: the elimi-
nation of the planned K-12 academ-
ically talented program and all read-
ing services: elimination or reduction
of such elementary programs as art,
music. physical education and media
services: and reduction of class offer-
ings are some of the options facing
Supt. Lewis Schulman if the renewal
fails.

“These programs are what we
would have to consider if the renewal
is defeated.” he said

“WHAT WE HAVE for our popu-
fation is some options. and the deci-
sion is up to them.”

District officials are especially con-
cerned about the outcome of the vote

in the wake of recent hikes in proper-
ty assessments in both Farmington
and Farmington Hills and the general
economy crunch.

“What people dont realize is that
school district revenues don't receive
all the benefit of the reassessments."”
said Dick Wallace, resident represen-
tative on the millage committee.

“Because of declining enrollment
and the complicated state aid for-
mula, even with the renewal, the
school district’s revenues will only go
up three per cent.

“Three per cent is insufficient to
carry on good programs.”

The district has also felt the in-
flation pinch, in terms of rising utility
costs, insurance premiums and even
paper costs, Wallace added.

“THREE PER CENT isn't over-
abundant when the average yearly in-
flation rate is pushing seven per
cent.” added school board treasurer
Gary Lichtman

Wallace doesn't discount the fact
that the renewal may not be enough
to cover this year's proposed budget.

1 don't believe the district will be
ahle to avoid asking for an increase in
millage at a later date to maintain

our present program, which supports
the urgency of the renewal now." he
said.

Schulman and Lichtman both con-
tend they will consider additional mil-
lage if the need arises later in the
vear.

Resident representative Bud Pickett
added that the last millage increase
was passed in 1975, a four-mill in-
crease and the first since 1968.

“We've had reductions in millage
also,” he added. The board reduced
the variable rate by two mills when
the amount required to pay its debts
went down two mills.

The commitiee was especially con-
cerned that voters understand the im-
portance of the election.

“The four-mill renewal defeat
would cost §2,142,000 in terms of reve-
nues, but it also means additional
unemployment compensation if we
have to lay off teachers,” Schulman
said

One of the major reasons for sup-
porting the miltage, Wallace believes,
is that surveys indicate that the educa-
tional system of a community tops the
list of reasons why people move to a
particular community.

Legislative battle set
for classroom safety

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor
Students taking shop classes could
receive additional protection if state
legislators approve a newly in-

troduced bill

State Rep. Wilbur ~Sandy™ Broth-
~rton (R-Farmington) has introduced
legislation which would give the Mich-
igan Department of Labor the respon-
sibility for developing standards and
training programs. as well as con-

ducting regular inspections

A similar bill was intréduced by
Brotherton last legislative session
after a Farmington School District stu-
dent, Robert Kourtjian, was electro-
cuted in a shop class. The bill was
stalled in committee and failed to
reach the floor before the legislature
ended is session. .

My bill wolild inliure that students
are using machines. equipment and

Lichtman surveys
political career

After seven years of service, retir-
ing school baard member Gary Lich-
tman says he feels like the board his-
torian. But he likes to speculate about
the future—and the district's future,
he contends. needs new blood.

“It’s not an ego trip to serve on a
board of education.” he says. “It's
hard work. and you have to do your
homework. and it’s dedication and con-
obm and rising above your own ego
needs.

~And I think the best thing that
could happen for Farmington public
sehools would be two new people elect-
ed this June.”

-Unlike board member Emma Maki-
nen, who is seeking another term,
Lichtman believes the present board
has been guilty of political bickering
at-the district’s expense. And he is
particutarly affronted by the board's
intervention in the superintendent’s
fonction.

-“Lou Schulman is a professional.
and he does his job extremely well.
He's the best superintendent we've
seen in the time I've known the Farm-

GARY LICHTMAN

ington school district. .
“He's honest and’candid and

(Contimed on pege 13A)

techniques which are safe.” says
Brotherton.

Presently, the state has inspection
control only aver equipment being
used by school district empléyes. This
bill would extend coverage to tools,
machinery, shop equipment and per-
sonal protective equipment used' by
students. .

“The department of labor already
has a working relationship with school
authorities,” he says. “There would
be few, if any, additional demands
placed on the boards of education,
school administrators or teachers in
order to understand or comply with
this legistation.

“'The only schools that wouid have
any difficulty with this bill are the
ones who are ignoring proper safety
regulations.™

Although some area school districts
have rules and regulations for safety
in shop classes. Brotherton believes
the steps being taken are inadequate.
.1 want to make sure that equip-
ment is double checked to see that
rutes and regulations“are enforced. If
an_jnspector comes around to the
school unannounced and checks out
the equipment it will be a little more
undesirable to be caught with unsafe
equipment because of the risk of a
fine.”

The problem. says Brotherton. is
that if state inspectors now are asked
to inspect equipment, only equipment
used by the staff is checked.

*“The teacher may use only one ma-
chine for demonstration purposes and
the other 10 or so machines used by
students go uninspected.”

Another change in the bill would be
a call for mandatory in-
spections.Presently, state personnel
come around only when requested by
an industry or school district.

“EQUIPMENT USED BY STU.
DENTS takes a real beating. It tends
(Continned on page MA)
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cranch. (Sl pheta by Harry_

‘‘FARMINGTON PUBLIC
SCHOOLS is in the top quarter eco-
nomically of the county in terms of
school districts; however, our tax rate
and expense per student is near the
bottom of the top third.” Wallace
said.

“To be in the top third is the only
way to have a quality education, and
I think our kids deserve more than
the bottom of the ladder in terms’ of
effort.”

Senior citizens, particularly those in
low- or fixed-income brackets, are
sometimes hesitant to vote millages,

James Woffofd

said Lichtman. However, senior citi-
zens and other residents who qualify
can receive a rebate on their property
tax from the state.

Schulman emphasized that adminis-
trators are willing to help senior citi-
zens apply for the benefits of the
Homestead Act, and a pamphlet titled
“The Circuit Breaker,” containing in-
come tax information, is available at
administration offices.

*1 believe the community is respon-
sible for the education of the young
people in our community,” Lichtman
said. “It's those young people who
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will be supporting social security
some day.

“IF THE WHOLE WORLD said, ‘I
don’t have an obligation once my chil-
dren are out of school.’ no one of us
would be educated.

“People think that administrators
and school board members allow
things to happen; but they tend to for-
get that there are many_lobbying ef-
forts to get things changed to the ad-
vantage of our residents.

“When all else fails and you cant
get to the legislature, the responsi-
bility falls back on our shoulders.™

examines one of his stamed glass of glass. The clear portion is faceted English glass.
products, a flowered window composed of 205 pieces (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

Craftsman colors the world
with stain glass artistry

A morning rerun blasts from the
portable television standing on.James
Wofford's workbench as he rear-
ranges the tools he uses to create
stained glass household objects.

He admits that most ~f the time
be's the only one in the small, colorful
shop he calls “That Something Spe-
cial" in the basement of the Village
Mall. Farmington.

Although he wishes that the shop
would attract more visitors. he's
happy that at last he's doing what he
wants.

1 worked for 14 years at Hudson
Motor Car, then 15 years at J.L. Hud-
son's. At the age of 50. I decided to be
my own boss and to do something that
1 really enjoyed.” he explained. hotd-
ing_an éver-present cigarette in his
left” hand.

A year after he ‘decided to go on his
own, his shop is tuming out stained
glass shutters, pictures, Jamps and
suncatchers of his own design.

ALONG ONE wall Wofford has
hung a small selection of his sketches

which depict everyday objects used at _
oo

ators always manage o creat a kst minute
Mauthe)

the tun of the century.

His stained glass. like the sketches.
reflect his interest in the outdoors and
bygone eras.

My wife and [ like early American
type things,” he said.

He credits her with helping mm
through his first year as his own boss.

“She’s a great support.”” he said.
smiling. tn one corner of the shop.
her macrame hangers help display
small terrariums in- clay pots.

“She tells me that we don't have
any great debts. the shop is paid for,
we meet the rent. I don't want to be a
rich man. I'm happy doing this.”” he
added.

It was his wife, Bdna, who inadvert-
ently led to the opening of his shop.

‘I loved commercial art when I
was in high school. but 1 couldnt get
into it because I was raising a family
and they came first,” he said.

When their daughter and three sons
were grown. Mrs. Wofford decided to
take a course in stained glass crafts

BEFORE LONG, SHE WAS
HOOKED on connecting pieces of col-
ored glass into patterfs that would be-
come lamps or suncatchers.

Often, a project would keep her
awake until three in the morning.

Curious about a craft that could in-
spire so much interest, Wofford en-
rolled in his wife's class.

It was 50 interesting that I'd be up
to five in the morning putting those
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little colored pieces of glass togeth-
er.”” he said

Sometimes. he'd get up at five to
work on a project while still in his pa-
amas.

“We got so involved in it. we de-
cided to open up our own shop after
making the rounds of weekend
shows.™ he said.

Now, his small shop is packed with
his designs and the workshop houses
neat rows of colored glass waiting to
be cut into patterns,

Shutters are decorated with stained
glass flowers, cattails and cardinals.
A smug, black cat looks down from
one of them

LWY supports
renewal

The League of Women Voters of the
Farmington-West Bloomfield Area en-
dorsed passage of the four-mill renew-
al proposal. which will be submitted
to voters in the school millage elec-
tion on April 5.

The league believes passage of this
renewal millage is essential to the con-
tinuation of a sound educational pro-
gram for Farmington public schiool
chitdren. says president Paula Toboc-
man.
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The very freshest

in
springtime  apparel s
waiting for you in our
special fashion section.
Don't miss it in today's,

paper.




