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There are 2,000 ways to poison a
hild.

2

{ Hoard old medicine until its use is
) forgotten. Explain that mom or dad is
«taking some candy when medicine is
yingested in front of toddlers.
+ Allow -cans of gasoline, kerosene
.and drain cleaner to stand open in
tchild accessible areas.
« Undermine the usefuiness of child-
*proof caps by setting them on top of
the bottle, because otherwise the.con-
. tainer will be difficult to open.
4 1Its frighteningly easy to poison a
- chitd
“Parents aren't as cautious as they
should be.™ said Juanita Walker, head
- pediatrics nurse at Botsford Hospital,
Farmington Hills. “There's a Chil-
-dren’s Hospital film entitied 2,005
Ways to Poison'a Child at Home." It's
T lrue.

Something that is obnoxious to
“adults doesn't seem to bother chil-
-" dren, for some reason. They're not of-

fended by things like kerosene and
drain cleaner,” she said,

Most of the children who are taken

mto Botsford’s emergency room after

taking a poison are between 2 and §
years old, according to Mrs. Walker.

*‘Preschoolers don't have enough to
keep them busy,” she said.

““ONCE THEY get into school. they
don’t have so much time to get into
trouble,” she said.

After watching their parents take
medicine, many children are under
the impression it's really candy.
When they come into posssession of
some pills, they are mindful to share
them with their friends, she said

“Two to three children will some-
times take the same drug at the same
time,” Mrs. Walker said. “They're
told to share and that's what they do.
They share.”

Children will share everything from
their parents’ methadone to baby aspi-
rin_with their friends.

“Doctors prescribe so much of one
drug to a patient that it stays around
the home,” Mrs. Watker said. A doc-
tor should set limits on the amount of
drugs a patient should have.”

Manufacturers of baby aspirin have

luced the number of pills in their

”
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Find your place under the Sun
with California Umbrella

Made to last longer than just a few seasons.
No plastic parts to crack or break
Cavers are durabte 4-ply vinyl with nylon reinforcement. Corcosion
resistant anodized aluminum poles. Designed to be tough!

Styles. Colors and Varisty. More than 2.000 Combinations.

1 quality 1s important let us show you how California Umbrelias are
made to stand the test of time.

.......... from 33995 to s] 4995

Casual &
Patio
Furnishings

425-7840 —

Hours: daily 9:30-7 Sun. 12-4:00

A RAINCOAT THAT-WILL
BE YOUR MAIN COAT

Evenif you can® predict the weather, you'li
be sure of one thing your London Fog Rain
oc shine London Fog. reflects your ood

Protected by rain/stain Zepel this is
the timeless topcoat.. the one that stays in
style seasonaftersesson. Whal doyou care
i the sun doesnt shine? OBrien's has
London fog...the best looking way to wait
out a storm.

I%BNS"G DMND enkeil ot Grand River) 835-1424
859-5885 SLIVONIA (7 Mie x Farnington Rd ) 478-0030
Al stores open Sunday 1210 5pm..

bottles to preveni toddlers from over-
dosing on pleasantly flavored medi-
cine. .

“There used to be 50 to 100 pills in a
bottle of baby aspirin. Now there are
about 35. And there are not as many
aspirin overdoses since they put less

" she said.

Often it is the flavoring in the medi-
cine that attracts children.

“They've made everything so attrac-
tive. We didn't have problems when
they kept medicine in its old form.”
Mrs. Walker said,

Often. parents will begin to notice
that something is wrong when the
child begins to vomit.

“Parents don't realize what a child
has taken. If they dont know. they
should keep the child's stomach con-
tents. Doctors can analyze the con-
tents,” she advised.

1f an active child becomes sedate or
if the odor of medicine or kerosene
can be picked up around a child. par-
ents should call the Poison Controt
Center at 494-5711 for advice

Parents should keep on hand a
bottle of syrup of Ipecac for emergen-
cies. The medicine induces vomiting.

“Call the Poison Control Center be-
fore you give a child the Ipecac.”
urges Mrs. Walker. “There are some
poisons that shouldn't be allowed to
be vomited. if a child took lve. you
don’t want it to go back up ard cause
twice as much damage to the throat
and mouth.”

Adults can prevent child poisoning

IF A CHILD has taken gasoline or
keresene, he or she should drink milk
to neutralize the poisons.

To prevent an emergency. lock all
medicines out of reach of children.

Mrs. Walker remembers an 11-year-
old boy who took & bottle of sleeping
pills to get even with his parents for
leaving him at home.

“They found him three hours
later,” she said. “*He was in a coma
for two days. And when they took him
home, he was still in a trance most of
the time. What a sad little boy. That
happened 20 years ago, but I haven't
forgotten him.”

Join the Easter Bunny &

his friends in costume at
our

DELUXE EASTER
SMORGASBORD

Sunday, April 10, 12-6 p.m.

Most child poisoning cases are han-
dled in the emergency room. A hospi-
tal stay is necessary when the child
has taken a substance that would
cause a shutdown of his kidneys,

ulcers in the mouth or throat and ADULTS CHILDREN
stomach inflamation.

Less than five per cent of the chil-
dren who come into our emergency $ 9 5 $ 5 0
room stay in the hospital,” she said.

At present. two of Mrs. Walker's 10&
charges are victims of poisoning. One Under

child drank oil of wintergreen, an old-
fashioned linament with a high aspirin
content. One teaspoon is enough to
kill a child.

“You have to watch a child,” Mrs.
Walker said. “You can be polishing
furniture. turn your back to answer
the phone and the child will go for the
polish.”” she said.

miniature chocolates for the children
Serving Regular
Breakfast Menu

Advance Reservations

7-11AM. ‘

WESLEY
BERRY
FLORIST

Florist and Gifts
Troplcal Succulents
and Cacti Plants
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Elizabeth Loke Rd.
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681-5300

Bordine’s
Better
Blooms

1985 S.
Rochester Rd.

2 Miles 8. of
Rochester

652-1200

if busy call
651-9000
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BELL
GREENHOUSE

“YOUR LOCAL,
HOMETOWN
GREENHOUSE”

928
S. WOODWARD
BIRMINGHAM

644.081%
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Jacobsen’s
FLOWERS
1079
W. Long Loke Rd.
Bloomfield Hifls
645-2650

Send the FTD Easter
Basket’ Bouquet.

Fresh spring flowers, the sweetest and
prettiest, an embroidered woven basket—
that's the charm of FTD's old-fashioned
Easter Basket® Bouquet. Perfect to send
your favorite people. And so easy.
the FTD way; your Florist can
serd FTD gifts almost anywhere
by wire. It's flower-sending season,
please order early, (Most FTD Florists
accept major credit cards.)

Easter Basket usually
available for less than

As an independent busitiessman,
each FTD Member Florist sets his
own prices.

Another Easter
tradition! FTD Lily
Plantinalovely
woven CoverUp2
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