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Assassination committee kept alive

By ELIZABETH KURNETZ

Area congressmen were 4-1 in favor
of the U.S. House vote March 30 to
continue its special assassination com-
mittee.

‘The full house vote of 230-181 means
the controversial committee will be
funded for the rest of the current
house term. It will investigate the as-
sassinations of President John F. Ken-
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The only area congressman oppos-
ing the move was Rep. William D.
Ford (D-Taylor). whose 15th district
includes Garden City. Westland and
Canton Township. Ford could not be
reached for comment

Rep. William Broomfield
Bloomfield) did not vote.

Rep. William Brodhead (D-Detroit).
who voted in favor of the committee.
said. ~The main factor in my thinking
was that a recent national poli
showed 80 per cent of the American
people believe the fuli truth about the
assassinations has not been told,”

~If we have doubts. then an addition-
al investigation is warranted.” said
Brodhead. whose 17th district includes
Redford. Farmington and Southfield.

Said Rep. Carl Pursell (R-
Plymouth:. “Initially in January
when there was a renewal motion. the
committee asked for $13 million for
two years and to use unlimited bug-
ging devices. 1 voted against that be-
cause | felt the money was unwar-
ranted and the use of bugging devices
would be unconstitutional.”

“However. I voted in favor of the
second request for an extension be-
cause they came back to earth and
are now asking for a $2.8 million budg-
el per year. and no electronic surveil-
lance or wire tapping is allowed.” he
said

Pursetl. whose 2nd district includes
Livonia and Plymouth. also said he
changed his vote because the com-
mittee has recently been restructured
and they had gotten rid of what he
called “disruptive influences.”

Pursell referred to the disruptive
spat between the committee’s chief
counsel.Richard Sprague. and the
first committee chairman. Rep.
Henry Gonzalez. {D-Tex.)

Sprague resigned March 29. appar-
ently agreeing with committee mem-
bers who felt extension approval by
the full house hinged on Sprague’s re-

Read the
Eccentric

ifyouhate
Terminix.

Hobody hates pests hke

(R-

/ ‘I ; ] Mﬂ» ‘jf )’,‘ .
4,

moval. Sprague had been involved in
a power struggle with Gonzalez, who
resigned during the fight The new
committee chairman is Louis Stokes.
D-Ohip.

Rep. David Bonior (D-Mt. Cle-
mens). whose 12th District includes
eastern Rochester. also voted for ex-
tending the committee’s life.

“1 didn't feel they had a chance to
get started because of the internal
problems. Bonior explained. “Since
Sprague and Gonzalez both resigned
and the budget has been trimmed
over 100 percent. I feel we ought to
give the committee a chance to per-
form.

There 1s some evidence surfacing
with respect to the King and Kennedy
assassinations that I think should be
pursued further. If we don't pursue it
it will signal a whitewash by congress
to the American people.” he said

“1 SINCERELY believe the pre-
vious investigations of the two assassi
nations were not complete. I think we
ought to have a more thorough in-
vestigation.” said Rep. James Blan-
chard (D-18th Ferndale). whose 18th
District includes Troy

“When vou have people in congress
who are willing to spend two years
pursuing a thorough review and in-
vestigation. the least [ can do is sup-
port them’, he said

But even though these four area con-
gressmen felt the committee should
be extended. they sti)} doubt whether
the investigation will unearth any new
facts.

“I don't think there is a likelihood
that the committee will be successful.
but 1 couldn't bring myself 1o close
the door on them." said Rep. Brod-
head. 1 hope they're successful.”” he
added

“I'm concerned at this late date
that it will be far more difficult to ob-
tain competent evidence than in the
early 60's.” said Rep. Blanchard

Along the same lines. Rep. Pursell
said he also had some reservations
about obtaining good witnesses after
13 years. “It seems difficult but the

prosecutors feel that can be done prop-
rly.” he sai

d
'm not completely confident the
committee will come up with any-
thing startling but because certain of
its members believe there are addi-
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tional bits of information and leads
and witnesses that ought to be gues-
tioned, I think it ought to be pur-
sued.” said Rep. Bonoir

Rep. Pursell. who recently was sent
to Washington by 2nd District voters,
agreed with recent Washington specu-
lation that the committee might turn
up evidence of involvement by Cuban
Premier Fide! Castro in the Kennedy
assassination.

Rep. Brodhead also sees a Cuba

link. *1 dont know if there is any
merit to that theory or not. but it is
clear that Lee Harvey Oswald had
connections with Cuba and had trav-
clled to Cuba,” he said

“It is a question that ought to be
looked at and the committee is look-
ing into the matter.”

Rep. Blanchard said he tended to
discount the Castro speculations while
Rep. Bonior said he was not familiar
with a theory involving Castro

Water board bills

revived in

A suburban state legislator has re-
vived two bills aimed at reforms in
the Detroit water and sewer depart-
ment and its governing board. from
which nearly 100 suburbs purchase
services.

Rep. John Bennett (D-Redford) got
both bills passed in the Michigan
House of Representatives last year.
but both died in the senate. But he's
~onfident they will be moved in 1977

~There’s no problem in the house.’
said Bennett. “but the senate may
hold them up to bargain for others
they want.”

Bennett said his bills may be report-
ed out of the house city government
committee as early as this week or

next

One bill would require the water
board to hold a public hearing 120
days before any rate increase could
go into effect. It would also require
an annual audit to be performed by a

7 bus drivers

Southeastern Michigan Transporta-
tion Authority (SEMTA) will honor
seven area coach operators from the
Qakland Division, in addition to 151
others in the tri-county area. for acci-
dent-free driving in 1976

Those to be honored in this, the
fourth year of SEMTA’s recognition
program for its coach operators in-
clude: Richard Barnett, Willie Stokes
and Chester Weir of Troy: Joel Boer-
sema., Bill Diak and Douglas Steven-

Lansing

certified public accountant appointed

by the state. At present. Detront
audits its own books.
The other would allow an “assem-

bly™ of customer governments to
name four members of the nine-mem-
ber board. Currently. the mayor of De-
troit appoints all members. including
the suburban minority. and may- fire
them at will

The political flap over how the
water department is run came in 1975
when the board voted a 39 per cent
rate increase and Detroit Mayor Cole
man Young fired Livonia Mayor Ed-
ward McNamara from the board for
his criticism of department oper
ations.

Recently. the water hoard fired its
director. Charles Seales Jr.. the man
al the center of the controversy Rep
Bennet indicated there was much
pleasure among suburban officials at
Scales’ departure

are honored

son of Birmingham and Donald Gray
of Rochester

In providing daily transportation
services for tri-county residents.
SEMTA coach operators drove more
than eight mulion miles in 1976 while
experiencing approximately 50 char-
geable accidents.

SEMTA carried more than seven
million passengers for the calendar
vear 1975 and employs 277 drivers
who each average 25.000 passenger-
miles-driven annually
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Stop in or Call Vic Tanny Today.
Summer’s only 2 months away!

The wonderful summer season - warm weather...tennis...beaches...and bathing suits. A time
1o enjoy! And if you're ready for summer. but your shape isn't. it's time to come to Vic Tanny.
We'll help your shape get ready for the summer of *77 with our supervised personal workout
programs. And you'll love your new found physical fitness. So start shaping up the summer of
*77 by calling Vic Tanny now. You'll thank yourself all summer long!
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