North gymnast earns place on all-area squad

y
By MARTY BUDNER is also stocked with four under-
classmen—three of whom are soph-
omores.

The O & E squad, which was picked
by the coaches themselves,'is high-
lighted by the five best all-around
area gymnasts: Lori Boes, Karen Mar-

A gymnastics coach couldn't dream
of a more perfect team. Not only is
the state'stop performer represented
on the 197677 Observer & Eccentric
all-area girls' gymnastic team, but it

O & E AllArea gymnasts

R AlTAmmd Lori Boes, senior (Troy ); Mary McCatty, sophomore
(Troy), Karen Marzolf, junior (Troy ); Ann Schoene,

zolf and Mary McCatty of Troy; Ann
Schoene of Bloomfield Hills Andover,
and Diane McLean of North Farm-
ington.

Also included on the team are the
top three individuals in each of the
five events that compose a gymnas-
tics meet (beam, uneven bars, vault,
and floor and tumbling exercises)
Girls were selected on the is of
league, regional, state and regular
season averages, and were allowed
only one appearance on the squad.

Ju<1 as Troy High School dominated

(Bloomﬁeld Hills Andover): Diane McLean (North Farmmgmn)
RST TEAM: Vaalt:. Jan Moroz, senior (Rochester Adams); Bars:

; Beam: Liz Wolf, senior
Lisa Scardina, freshman

Kathleen Briggs, junior (Troy Athens)
(Bloomfield Hills Andover); Tumbiing:

‘the
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(Troy Athens); Floor Exercises:

Laura Zetye, sophomore (Troy Al
sophomore (Troy Athens); Floor
(Troy.)

HONORABLE MENTION: Beth
mer (Birmingham Groves);
Peggy Anderson (Bloomfield Hills
ington);

SECOND TEAM: Vagh: Mary Porretta, sophomore (Bbomfield
Hills Andover); Bars Denise Denman, junior (Troy Athens); Beam:

THIRD TEAM: Vault: Kelly Lamar junior (North Farmington);
Bars: Melanie Francuck, senior {Troy Athens); Beam: Annette Knoll,
senior (Rochester Adams); Tumbling: Katherine Briggs, junior (Troy
Athensb Floor Exercises: Gail Berry, junior (Bloomfield Hils Ando-

Lori Backus (Birmingham Groves);

Mitzi Miler, senior (Troy).

thens); Tumbling: Margaret White,
Exerclses Kim Nieman, sophomore

Raymor (Troy Athens); Wendy Lori~

Andover); Renee May (North Farm-

Tammy Maskill (Rochester).
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category.

Truy Alhens showed similar strength,
in the individual events. The Red-.

hawks placed six girls on the team.
Bloomfield Hills Andover and Troy
three apiece. Rochester Adams two,
and North Farmington one

Picked for the first team in the indi-
vidual events were Jan Moroz (vault)
from Rochester Adams: Kathleen
Briggs (bars) of Athens, Liz Wolf
\beam) from Andover, Lisa Scardina
tumbling) from Athens, and Mitzi
Miller (fioor exercises) from Troy.

BOES 1S THE SQUAD'S most valu-
able gymnast without a doubt.

Troy's senior aerialist this year re-
gained the status as the state's best
all-around gymnast. She first won the
title as a freshman during the 1973-74
campaign, finished second a year

6A (F)

By TOM BAER

Girls’ track and field is growing by
leaps and bounds on the high school
level, and the Farmington area is no
exception.

All four Farmington high schools
now offer the sport. North Farm-
ington is beginning its fourth year of
competition. Farmington High and
Farmington Our Lady of Mercy are
starting their second seasons, and
Farmington Harrison is fielding its
first team ever this spring.

Merey's turnout numbered more
than 70 girls, and that pleased coach
Bob Kirkland, who guided the team to
a 4-2 dual-meet season and a fourth
place finish in the Catholic League
last year.

Kirkland is counting on senior Les-
lie Sims, who set a league record in
the 100-yard dash (:11.6) and also won
the 220-yard dash at the Catholic
League Meet last season.

“She’s very talented and she works
very hard in addition to being a good
leader,” the coach said.

Other Mercy prospects are juniors
Lynn Yadach (quarter and half
miler), Theresa Sullivan (two miler),
Terri Whalen (hurdler) and Ann Mill-
er (sprinter). Two freshmen milers,
Sue Heinken and Michele Collins.
have been showing promise, accord-
ing to Kirkland.

Lack of facilities is a problem at
Mercy, which must practice on the
parking lots and other areas surround-
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Girls’ track squads
prepare for season

ing the school. Mercy runs most of its
home dual meets at Detroit Catholic
Central High School.

Mercy opens its season on April 21
with a dual meet against Detroit Ben-
edictine at Catholic Central.

NORTH FARMINGTON fan had
little to cheer about last year, when
they team went 0-6 in dual meets. But
Pat Riley. beginning her second year
as coach, isn't going to let that record
get her down.

Twenty-five girls have turned out
for practice this season, and “that's a
big improvement over our 14 last
year," according to Mrs. Riley.

“We're building from the bottom
agam but we have some promising
kids.™ she said. “'I'm hoping that we'll
be strong in the sprints this year. We
have three girls who are really push-
ing each other. They seem to come
along a little faster if they have some
competition.”

Some North prospects are semiors
Kathy Ruel (miler), Karen Fretz
{sprinter), Margaret Toplewski (hur-
dles) and Debbi Hatch (shot put and
discus). In addition, North has three
promising sophomores in Cheryl Long
(sprinter), Denise Unwin {quarter
miler) and Sue Turgeon (sprinter).

Farmington High School has a new
girls” track coach this year. He is Ron
Short,-a physica} education teacher at
Alameda and Fairview elementary
schools in Farmington.

I enjoy coaching this sport," said
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Report best times,
coaches are urged

Starting with the April 14 edition,

lhe Observer & Eccentric n:wspapen
will carry lists of the best boys

best glrls mm school track and ﬁeld

Thells&swul include all schools in
Oakland County where the Observer

Information phoned in should in-

clude first and last names (please
check spelling), school, and the time,
distance or height attained. The top 10
in each event will be listed for both
boys and girls,

& circulate.
Two local coaches are helping by com-

pillng -the lists, -
Bob Stark, assistant coach at Bir-
m Brother Rice, will compile

Coaches who ha

they would
Monday evening is the
umc;" mg , codch at Detrott

lmmplhthe
Performances should ‘be
office

Schools included in the llmng are
Groves, Birmin
holm, Birmingham Brother Rice, M.n-

- rian, Detroit . Country Day School,
Cranbrook, m:fxwm‘z the Academy
of the Sacred Heart, Bloomfield Hills

Andover, Bloomfield Hills Lahser,
W Bloomfield, Walled Lake €en-

Orchard Lake St Mary, Farm-
ingum. North  Farmington, Farm-
ington Hartison, Farmington Our
Lady of Mercy. Southﬂeld. Southfleld-
Lathrup, Sor Christian, Troy,
Troy Athens, 'l‘rq Bethiny Christian,
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Short. who was an outstanding pole
vaulter during his high school days at
Farmington in the mid-1960s. "
girls seem to work pretty hard at it.”

Short had a big initial tumout of 40
girls. but now ‘“‘only about 15 or 20
come to practice,” he said. Some re-
turnees include seniors Laure] Kleppi-
nger (discus and distance events),
Barb Harding (sprinter and shotput-
ter), Beth Gibb (sprinter and long
jumper), and Laurie Polus (distance).
Juniors Pam Steinke (high jump, half
mile) and Barb Termatte (hurdler,
sprinter) and sophomore Shelly Tom-
kow (sprinter) also look good.

“OUR RELAYS and sprints look to
be pretty good,” Short said. *‘I'm not
sure about the other areas, but Laurel
(Kleppinger) was pretty good in the
discus last year. I think she made it
to the state finals.”

Farmington opens its season on
April 6 at Waterford Mott.

Farmington Harrison has another
former Farmington High track star
as its girls’ track coach this season.
Mark Timmens, who graduated from
Farmington in 1972, will coach the
Hawks while he works on his masters
degree in archeology at Wayne State
University.

About 30 girls turned out for Harri-
son's team. Some prospects include
senior Bea Hughes (miler), juniors
Ruth Grabowski (quarter miler), Boo
Saunders (sprinter) and Colleen
Copko (sprinter), and sophomores
Dawn Johnson (sprinter) and Ann
Leach (half miler).

“Being a first-year team, we're hav-
ing some technical problems with the
exchanges (on relays), starts, hurdles
and things like that,” Timmens said
“Some of our kids have e ence
from the junior high track clubs, and
Anna (Leach) transfered in from St.
lgnace where' she was involved in
track."”

Harrison’s first dual meet is sched-
uled for April 5 at Waterford Ketter-
ing.

later, and never compcted last year
because of an inju

Boes® value to the Colt team was
demonstrated at this year's regional
meet when she won four of five indi-
vidual events to iead her squad to its
second straight title. She mustered
315 points to earn the best all-around
title. followed by teammates Marzolf
and McCatty

“What can I say about Lori Boes
that hasn't already been said?" said
her coach. and the O & E's ‘Coach of
the Year," Sandy Smith. She's a fan-
tastic person to work with as a gym-
nast

“She demands perfection from her-
self. and doesn't get tired of working.
Her endurance is just phenomonal
‘The thing I'll miss the most about her
is that dedication to gymnastics and
to the team.

“She was consistently in !he high
7's and low 8s this season.” said
Smith. “We’ll have a lot of work to do
next vear withouther, but Lisa (a jun-
ior) and Mary (sophomore) will pick
up the black,” Boeshas signed a let-
ter of intent to Michigan State Univer-
sity.

Schoene paced Andover to a league
championship as her team compiled a
perfect 100 dualmeet record. The
sophomore gymnast. in her first year
with the team. was strong in the floor
exercises, although she enjoyed bars

and beam the most.

‘She is very strong as far as phys-
ical strength is concerned, " said Ando-
ver coach Bill Patton. “At the begin-
ning of the year vault was her weak-
est event, but bythe end of the season
it was a strong point. She also im-
proved in tumbling overthe year."

McLEAN, THE THIRD SOPH-
OMORE on the ail-around team, was
her league's best gymnast. and placed
fourth in the floor exercises at the re-
gionals and ninth in the beam. Her
best events were the floor routines
and_balance beam.

“She's very flexible, and has the
ability to arch her back a lot—some-
thing a iot of other girls don't have.”
said first-year North Farmington
coach Mary Johnesee. “She also ex-
tends herself real well, and is a very
dcdxca(ed person.

“Diane performed gymnastics in
junior high. and in ninth grade she
worked with a club,” said Johnesee.
~She'll probably be the anchor on our
team next year."

Included on the second team in the
individual events were Mary Porretta
(vault) of Bloomfield Hills Andover.
Denise Denman (bars) of Athens,
Laura Zetye {beam) of Troy, Marga-
ret White (tumbling) of Athens, and
Kim Nieman 4floor exercisesi of
Troy

Rounding out the third team are
Kelly Lamar (vault) of North Farm-
ington. Melanie Francuck (bars) of
Athens. Annette Knoll (beam) of Roch-
ester Adams, Katherine Briggs
(tumbling) of Athens. and Gail Berry
(floor exercises) of Bloomfield Hills

Andover.

Two Harrison track hopefuls, Sue Mehall (front) and Dawn Johnson, prepare for the season. (Staft

phulo by Harry Mauthe)
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