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Elderly population
outpaces facilities

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Farmington Hills is falling behind in
its race to provide senior citizen hous-
ing. according to a report by the Hills
Housing Commission.

Housing Commussioners appeared
before the Planning C

‘A significant portion of
the city’s population is sim-
ply not being adequately
served.’ .

—Housing Commission

week to give its report on how best
the ¢ity can provide for the commu-
nity’s elderly residents.

“The demand for elderly citizen
housing which can accommodate the
special needs and desires of its older
residents has begun to surpass the sup-
ply currently available. ~ said the re-
port.

~Consequently. a significant portion
of the city’s population is simply not
being adequately served.”

The Housing Commission study
shows that by 1980 the Hills will need
1.310 units to house senior citizens.
Commissioners estimate that 431 units
will be available at that time so an ad-
ditional 879 still will be needed

Presently. the city is short 532 units,
with 833 units needed and only 301
available

RENTAL UNITS presently existing
in the Hills are run by private organi-
zations at Baptist Manor and Marion
Oakland West. But even these umits
are filled to capacity. according to the
report. and combined the projects
have a waiting list of 1.000 persons.

Adding to the problem is rental for
these projects. which commissioners
cite are “significantly”” higher than
some elderly households are able to

v

pay

“The eiderly population is reputed
1o be one of the nation's most dis-
tressed minorities. Loss of income is
an ever- prcsem problem for the el-
derly.” vs the commission’s report.

In’ 1976, the federal government pro-
verty level was established at $3.700
or lower for a family of two. This
level was increased to $4.625 in 1977,
United Community Services research
shows that 11.3 per cent of elderly
Farmington Hills residents were at
the poverty level in 1976. in 1970 the
figure rested at 6.1 per cent.

The use of the above percentages
produce estimates of economically im-
poverished househalds of 206 in 1970,

418 in 1976 and 658 in 1980, according
to the report. These numbers were in-
creased by 25 per cent to include per-
sons above the poverty level who also
require housing support. This increase
resulted in 532 households in 1976 and
823 by 1980 who are in need of housing
subsidies to maintain an adequate
standard of living.

But. if senior citizen housing is
built. financial relief could be made
available through funding from the
federal government (see accom-
panying story). according to the com-
mission's report

Adding to the problem of actual
rent cost for the elderly is the prob-
lem of inadequate zoning designations
and expense of actually building sen-
ior citizen units.

Expense items listed by the commis-
sion were special health and safety
features such as elevators, emergency
signals in rooms and grab bars. Also
needed are special medical equipment
or persoennel on the site to handle
emergencies

“BECAUSE OF THESE amenities.
it would probably not be economically
feasible for a developer to build sen-
ior citizen housing uniess the subject
was allowed more dwelling units per
acre than ordinary multiple com-
plexes,” says the report.

“Hence. most housing for the el-
derly is in the form of medium or
high-rise structures and these are
very successful projects.

“Yet, because the city's zoning ordi-
nance permits no muitiple dwellings
to be higher than 30 feet. it is highly
unlikely that any developer could or
would venture to construct any of this
much needed housing in Farmington
Hills in locations suitable to elderly
citizen’s needs.”

The Housing Commission has recom-
mended that the city’s zoning ordi-

(Continued on page 63

He’ll keep working

Farmington. Michigan

Intent expressions tell the story of the recent Farmmgton Hils
Planning Commission meeting. Ben Marlgs (top left) gestures as he

makes his point to the Planmng

Housing C:

Marks is joined by the group’s chairman Tom Czubiak. In the au-
dience, Nardineers leader William Twigg (bottom left) and his wife,
Florence, remain expressionless as they listen to the Housing Com-

mission's report.

(Staff photos by Harry Mauthe)

Founding reserve cop honored

After 20 years of service. Capt
John Gilin of the Farmington Reserve
Public Safety Officers is leaving the
force he helped to create.

Holding a plaque that Farmington
Public Safety director Dan Byrnes
handed to him in recognition of his
time and effort for the group. Gilin re-
viewed the changes he has seen in the
auxiliary group.

“There were 10 of us. originally.”
“But that has grown to 18,

today.”

The auxiliary public safety group
was originally a civil defense group in
1957, according to Byrnes.

~In 1959, the civil defense group got
involved in auxiliary police work
They had little lrammg ‘They couldn't
carry arms. They didnt have rules
and they didn't have any recognition.

“John was a major part of the
changes that have taken place,”
Byrnes said.

It was Gilin who started the aux-
iliary officers taking training at

Schoolcraft  College. Now. they re-
ceive 100 hours of instruction at the
college.in addition to classes given to
them by the city, according to
Byrnes

THE LAST ORIGINAL MEMBER

of the reserves still active in the
roup. Gilin. 50, credits his life-long
ascination with police work for his
great interest in the auxiliary.

1 wanted to be a cop when [ was a
kid.” said Gilin, who makes his living
as a printer.

““The reserves are a way to help the
community and to do scmelhm lgat 1
enjoy. I have a great sense 0 {;
about belonging to the gri will
always feel good about jommg the re-
ser
“It's almosl
Farmly. e added.
uugh hc enjoyed working with
lhe group, he admits to feeling appre-
hensive when he was called upon to
answer an open alarm at a bank
“You don't know what's going 1o be
waiting for you,” he sai
During his time on the reserve
force. he has done the chores of the
regular public safety officers. from
fighting fires to chasing suspects.
One incident he relates with a little
prodding and some pride concerns his
apprehension of a driver who hit a
youngster riding a bicycle. The driver
decided against stopping when he real-
ized he hit the youth.

like having another
d.

“1 WAS IN A PATROL car on the
scene. We were hit by another car.
Qur car rolled over onto the side of
the road. While the officers were tak-
ing care of the persons who had hit
\ls 1 commandeered a car and caught

E:y who hit the boy.

“T people who had hit us were in-
jured when lhev went through the
windshield,”

He rccened a cnahun for his quick
action.

His attachment to the force has
caused him to miss marny evenings at
home with his wife, lencla ey
have been married for 27

Mrs. Gilin takes her husband’

she sai d
Now that he has left the mﬂmry,
Gilin plans to devote more time to his
family and his boat. But he also is
committed to helping other commu-
nities set up their own auxiliary pub-
lic safety force. Next month, he is
scheduled to travel to Wisconsin,
« “The chief there realizes there's a
need f&r a better reserve program,”
sai
When he rv_!urm home he'll sh]l be
faced with_police work. of his
three daughters are mamed to De-
troit policemen. The m\rd is dating a
policeman,
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Financial aid seen
in HUD programs

1f a senior citizen housing complex
is ever built in Farmington Hills. the
increasing number of elderly in Farm-
ington Hills could receive financial
rental aid through the Department of
chgng and Urban Development
(HI
That's the word from the Farm-
ington Hills Housing Commission,
which presented its report on senior
citizen housing zoning to the city's
plarning commission last week. The
report called HUD financing the most
feasible for such a project
Under HUD section eight regu-
lations. seniors living in the facilities
could receive rent assistance equal to
a maximum of 85 per cent of their
yments
ent subsidy is a key to any senior
citizen housing pmposal since the
housing commissions research re-
vealed that 418 impoverished house-
holds are recorded for families whose
members are 60 vears or older By
1980. this will amount to 638. accord-
m% to the report
y adding elderl\ households requir-
ing subsld\ hnusmg units, the number
rises to 533 in 1976 and an estimated
823 in 1980.
Number of subsidized units eusnns
in 1976 was 251. By 1980, an estimate
572 additional units will be needed.

HUD FINANCIAL aid would be
given to persons who have an annual
income which is roughly one-half of

the median amount of income of an
average Detroit metropolitan area
family. HUD estimates that average
to be §18,250.

One n receiving $9.125 a year
would be e eligible for a 75 per cent
rent subsidy from HUD. according to
Tom Czubiak, Housing Commission
chairman. A couple who lives on
$11.680 a year would be eligible for
the same amount of aid.

The maximum amount of aid. 8
per cent of the rent payment. would
go to persons who receive $.475 a
vear. he said. Two persons receiving
§7.300 a vear. would receive the same
amount of aid.

Tenants. depending on the size of
the family and the income, would pay
belween 1525 per cent of gross in-
come for rent. Payments would be
made directly to the owner.

For example. if a tenant’s annual in-
come was $2.280. with a monthly in-
come of §190. he would pay about $40
a month towards the $260 a month
rental payment. HUD would pick up
the extra $250, according to Czubiak.

Using the $290 a month as the fair
markel rent, Czubiak explained that a
tenant’ with an annual income of
815,000 a year would pay the entire
rent.

Under another HUD category. sec-
tion 231, which refers specifically to
senjors. four out of every 100 units
:;'m;\d be built for the handicapped el-

erly

District studies
record ruling

The Freedom of Information Act. re-
cently passed by the state legislature.
becomes effective this Wednesday.
which is why Farmington school offi-
cials are busy establishing procedures
to cope with the complicated law.

Under the act. all persons are en-
titled to access to public records,
which is defined as a writing pre-
pared, owned. used in the possession
of, or retained by. a public body. The
law does not require public bodies to
make a compilation or summary of re-
cords, but when such summaries
exist, the public body. including
school boards, are mandated to re-
lease such information.

Some records are exempt from pub-

hours, Monday through Friday. at the
administration building. says Cotton.

When a request for a public record
is received. the district will respond
to the request in not more than five
business days. During that time, the
district will either grant the request;
deny the request in writing: grant it
in part or deny it in part: or issue a
notice extending for not more than 10
business days the time period during
which the board shall respond to the
request

NO MORE THAN TWO persons will
be allowed to inspect records at any
time, and the law allows for financial
charges to be designated for the ac-

lic di; y those which,
upon their release. would interfere
with a person's right to privacy.
under federal law.

Jack Cotton. director of physical
education and athletics, was recently
appointed Freedom of Information of-
ficer. and it's his job to coordinate the
district's procedures in administering
the act.

“"GUIDELINES WILL be sent to all
the schools explaining our role as a re-
sult of this act, as well as a general
explanation to the public.” says Cot-
ton.

The act was passed as a result of
the public outcry concerning the un-
covering of the State Police sub-
versive files. However. school offi-
cials are concerned that the act may
cause more problems than it's de-
signed to eliminate.

School officials will have to deter-
mine if release of certain records vio-
lates the federal right to privacy act,
which takes precedent over state law.

of requests.

Charges include: any actual mailing
costs: the cost of copying the mate-
rials at the rate of 10 cents per page
plus any labor costs: and the cost of
the search. examination and review of
the materials, billed at $6 per hour,
based on the least clerical salary with
fringes

Where the request for a public re-
cord is denied, in whole or in part, a
written notice will be provided con-
taining the explanation or 'basis for
the denial. A statement of the reques.
tor’s right to commence an action in
circuit court to compel disclosure of
the records, also will be included with
the denial, says Cotton.

The following materials are consid-
ered public records that can be re-
leased to- the public:

*Personnel files: The only dis-
closable items are the names of em-
ployees and salaries. Information
which invades the privacy of the em-
ployee is non-disclosable. including.
telephone numbers; addresses; chari-
table contributions; marital status;

Until concrete guidelines are estab-
lished, probably through the courts,
it's up to the district to watk a fine
line in releasing records, according to
Cotton.

“*Actually, our guidelines are a pro-
totype,” he says, adding that address-
es and phone numbers of students and
staff are considered exempt from the
aw.

Reports to inspect, copy or receive
copies of public records may be made
orally or in writing during business

3y Community Calendar
Editorial Opinion
§ Ne

medical dition; wel-
fare payments; and other personnally-
identifving information.

Student records: Only enrollment,
figures are available for -public dis-
closure. No personal student data will
be released.

*Budgel files and budget printouts.

eMemo fileg: Memoranda which
concerns students or staff, and which
would be an invasion of privacy, are
excluded from public review. Also ex-

(Continued om page 9A)
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TOYS, TOYS, TOYS

Toys have changed with the
times and the whimsies of the
younger set.To find out what old
favorites are lurking behind
new toys, tumn to page 3A. .




