EQitor's note: The recent series of ab-
difctions and deaths of children has
opened a Pandora’s box of fear and
suspicion in suburban communities.
A Observer & Eccentric reporter
met Friday with a group of Oakland
!;-|\cr5|lv psychologists brainstorm-
iig on the question of parent.child-
cgmmunity cooperation during this pe-
riod of crisis. The statements below
afe the result of discussion with pro-
fegsors Lawrence Lilliston. Boaz Ka-
hana, DavidSchantz. Richard Traitel
and Irving Torgoff,

By KATHY PARKER

’\e\or 20 anywhere alone

Think of your neighborhood as the
one block where you are known and
récognized

Do not trust a person simpiy be-
cause he appears friendly and in.
telhigent.

I a stranger approaches you for
any reason. run from thal person
quickly

These preventive measures. among
athers, form thenucleus of advice par-
ents should give their children in a
. calm, persuasive mamner. while the
nmrderer or murderers of at least
four Oakland County children remains
at_ large.

Traitel suggests parents and chil-
dren view the crisis as a tornado—
orotect yourself. take shelter. Hope
the tornado will lift but realize it
could strike again. Know the signals
and shelters so well that your reac-
ton becomes reflexive,

THE CRITICAL MESSAGE the pro-
tessors have for parents is that they
are not helpless in’ this situation.
There are ways of ensuring their
child's safety and of alleviating the
fear and anxiely they feel whenever
their child is out of sight

Be certain your child does not go
anywhere alone. Use vour parental
discretion in enforcing and rewarding
this_behavior.

“The first step should be a ques-
tien: Ask vour children if they came
home from school with a buddy. did
they go with a buddy™" the professors
say Make certain they are re-
warded if they do. and punished if
they don’t. Wuh temiorcement. the
correct behavior becomes a natural re-
sponse

Instructions should be kept simple.

they say, because if a child is over-
whelmed with advice, he will become
confused. Give the child one set of hn-
structions, and be certain he knows
them well.

Schools can assist in this procedure
by having teachers list names of bud-
dies, and reminding the children as
the school day ends that they should
team up on the walk home. Parents
should never permit children to walk
alone ina neighborhood where they
are not known.

~Teach your children how to avoid
strangers the same way you teach
traffic safety.” the professors say.

~Teach them to handle strangers the
way they handle empty iceboxes. or
vacant lots—with care.

WHEN PARENTS realize they are
not at a killer's mércy. the aura of
panic will dissipate. they say. Setung
strict rules and constantly monitoring
them will remeove the panic quality
from the situation and help the child
become “streetwise.”

“It's more likely that a child will be
killed by a car. yet we don't worry
about that like we do about abduc.
tion.” Schantz says. “We feel that a
child can handle the traffic situation
becavse he has been exposed to it
enough to instinctively know what to
do.

“There is no feeling of experience.
no feeling of coping. with this type of
dangerous situation. Perhaps making
the average middleclass child aware
of the realistic dangers, aware that
there are no ‘safe’ or ‘dangerous
neighborheods, will helphim learn
how to cope.”

The proverbial candy-offering
dirty old man™ image has been shat-
tered and now. for children. every
stranger is a potential killer. Parents
should not feel guilty if they instill a
sense of fear in their children. the pro-
fessors say.

~We can handle a frightened child:
we can do nothing for the dead child.”

child is alone in a busy shnppmg cen-
ter or in an

Kids, strangers: Experts have tips

ier sociely as a whole would resuit

his chances of being noticed are dimin-
ishe

CANONYMITY
urban environments dangerous,”
professors say. *“Everyone is busy in
a shopping center: they don't know
the child. and they don't know the
stranger. On the surface, nothing is
amiss.”

Increased surveillance in neighbor-
hoods, creating an atmosphere of coop-
eration and friendliness among neigh-
bors not limited to one city block. can
decrease the anonymity and relieve
some anxiety. In this current situa-
uon. where every unknown neighbor
becomes suspect. possible allies have
become separated through fear.
Sources of support are limited to the
immediate family.

It’s unflortunate. but should be
stressed to the child. that he should
only be accompanied by his immedi-
ate family unless parents give explicit
nstructions as to what persons may
accompany the child. Parents should
know. at all times. where their chil-
dren are They should not fear to call
and check on a child’s destination.

The schools and parent-teacher or-
zanizations are crucial vehicles in
this crisis situation, the professors
sav  School staff and parents must
work on the same strategy so there
will be no conflict in the child’s in-
structions. Clarity and simplicity are
most important.

IS what makes

“DON'T FEAR redundancy.” Ka-
hana says. “Train teachers to cope
with the crisis. Stress role-playing situ-
ations. and constantly telt the children
what their instructions are. Once a
month is not enough. It must be in-
stilled in them that this is ‘tornado-
watch behavior.” and certain pre-
cautions must be taken for their own
safety.

Thp larger question of society’s re-

and man’'s

“If a stranger you, run
like hell.” they say. “Go to the near
est place of safety and report it. Do
not ever speak or listen to a strang-
er

If the recent abductions were not
forced. it was probably because the
killer has “a good story.* the profes-
sors say. The best preventive meas-
ure is not to permit the stranger to
tell the story. Realize that if your
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to his fellow man looms as a cr\ucal
point in the overall picture of de-
viance

“The immediate question is what
parents can do.” the professors say.
“But we all must use this situation to
mobilize on a larger social problem.
Most child-abusers were abused them-
selves as children, so child-abuse
should be nipped in the bud. A health-

the .

from pi mental health for chil-
dren.”

Rather than expending their
energies on wondering why some
“others™ don't-deal with social prob-
lems, parents should first concern
themselves with their childrens
safety, then work on breaking down
the barriers of apathy and individ-
ualism that ultimately result in fear
and panic in a crisis

“What makes a city safe has noth-
ing to do with policing.” the profes-
sors say. “It's people. a lot of adults
around to intervene in case of danger,
50 pair of eyes watching out for every-
one

OTHER SOCIAL questions arise

from this particular situation.

Where were we when children
were being killed in Detroit” Is this
the time to realize that everybody
should be helped” Are police taking
advantage of every skill available, not
only in this country. but on an inter-
national level”

Are local budgetary considerations
being transcended” Are our legisla-
tors reaily concerned about society’s
safety. about the drunk driver. about
the mentally ill people who are de-
structive to society”"

Parents, have the lead role, the pro-
fessors say. in ensuring their child's

safety. Precautions shouid be given in -

a straightforward manner. portrayed
on the psychological and cognitive
level of the child.

Youngsters should be instructed to
report all unusual incidents. informed
that a dangerous and vicious criminal
does ot necessarily look dangerous
but may have “hidden fangs.”

~lt is better to frighten the child
now. and be concerned with debrief-
ing later.” the professors stress
“Many children will have an absolute
need of debriefing when this situation
is over. But the lessons they have
learned should be retained as thor-
oughly as everyday safely and health
lessons.”

Nor should parents forget the situa-
tion when the Killer is apprehended.
the professors say. The deeper social
problems will still be there

“Parents should remember the fear
and certainty, and take steps to
change the situatioh that caused
them.” they say. “If this won't mobi
lize us. what will?

Course by Newspaper starts

The first article m a Courses by
Newspaper series called “Moral
Choices™ will be found in this section
of today’s edition. It can be read for
its own value. like any other news
story. but it is also the textbook for a
two-credit course from Oakland Uni-
versity

You may still register at the first
class session at 9:30 am. Saturday.
April 30. in the Birmingham Center
for Continuing Education, 746 Purdy.

The center is two blocks south of
the Pierce Street parking structure in
downtown Birmingham. Signs in the

building will direct you to the class-
room. Tuition and fees of $71 are pay-
able at the first session.

Instructor will be Christopher R
Holliday of OU's philosophy depart-
ment

If enrollment is insufficient. OU wili
reserve the right to drop the course
and this newspaper may discontinue
the series.

Courses by Newspaper was devel-
oped by University Extension, Univer-
sity of California. San Diego, and is
paid for by the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

S el —

Calif.

HEAD

3-DAY SPECIALS

SPINAGH

100z
Cello
pkg.

Chiquita

BANANAS

Fresh

REEN
CABBAGE

19“

33152 West Seven Mlle, Livonia
. 477-4333

Just Eastof Farmington Rd.

Mon thru Sat. 10-7  Sun10-5

Thursday, April 28, 1977 (FSB)SNSA

What’'s
New?
Read

the
Want
Ads

Featuring Amarica’s Finest Carpet Mills. Largest
Selsction in the Area. Choose from Lees, Wunda
weve. Bigalow or Cabin Crals.
7 Mile at Middlebelt

across trom

Livonia Mafl

476-8360

8497 W. Glulﬂ River
Outside

Brighton Mall

1-227-1314

TELEVISION
SERVICE 33

{ SPECIAL  ONLY

We will pick up your lelevision set, bring 11 to our shop
and have it checked by our TV experts. You will then
be notified by telephone of the cost of repair. It you
decide not to have it repaired we will return it to your
home. All for only $3.

C. B. SALES & INSTALLATION
® JOHNSON @ RCA  REGENCY e COURIER
Antennas and Accessories

28915 JOY RD.
WESTLAND  PHONE 525.5450

&* SPRING (on5p®
Puttering made easy.

The unique adjustable locking action common to all VISE-GRIP
hand 1o0ls makes Spang jobs go easier and faster,

CSR
VISE-GRIP

/ K'.s‘ﬁ"'!;/’ &%

/ $5.09

\

VISE-GRIP
“Cra :

No tool kit is complete without VISE.GRIP locking tools.

EGRIP

VISE G5 a vacer of etosen 9 Co P Dol Heoxaska 62
< Conyngnt 1977 Peierser MIg Co

Whole House Beauty

ow
99
eacw

Regularly $2.33

o HLA SMITH Lumber&Surpises

4746610 or 535-8440

MONDAY-FRIDAY 7.5 30 SATURDAY 7.4 20

28575 GRAND RIVER (near 8 Mile) @@

U.S.D.A. CHOICE
Boneless

ROUND STEAK

Alexander & Hornung
Fresh or Smoked

LIVER
SAUSAGE

1%

Fresh

LAKE PERGH
FILLETS

3269 X

33066 W. Seven Mile Rd.
nextto Joe’s Produce
478-8680 -
113982 Merriman Road
Just North oISchoolcraﬂ
42 - 170

M1 S A a3 98 T B IV Fr s T 70 s s VAt e0nsadton ..




