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Athletic Boss Places Emphasis On Safety

Farmington Has Strict Foorball Code

Boys just doot play foot.
ball at a schoal,

Somebody 15 about
them , . , very concernad. . .,
as reflected by a speclal me-
morandum  Athletic Director
Jack Cotton of the Farmington

1 - Be sure you check for
parent and doctor signatures,
No

2 - Boyswithimpaired organs
or Umbs should be prohibited
from participation, Let parents
appeal this rule i they so de-

school system has sest to all sire,
his coaches, .

Consider sume of the ftems UNDER MOUTHPIECES, Cot-
Cotton stresses to the Farm-  ton directs:

ington and North Farmington
bigh coaches i football and
thoso  bandling junior high
teams,

1 - Becausa of liability im-
plications, a boy should wear
o -mouthplece in practice as
well 25 games,

2 - Check for a good it o
each boy,

Under tha category of physieal
examinstions, Cotton stresses:

There's something about Labor Day which
produces nostalgia.

Vacation days are over for most of us . . .
the kids will be trooping back to school.

The sandlot baseball season also has gone intc
history for another year.

Football is back in full swing ., . . and
within a couple of weeks both the Red Wings
and Pistons will start training.

All of which means that winter can’t be too far
distant and that thought is enough to upset the
equilibrium.

Who wants cold? . . . Who wanis snow? Un-
less, of course, you're a lover of skiing and
operate a ski slope.

It's because of the realization that with
this weekend “true” summer vanishes, we
hesitate, or at least are reluctant, to tackle
the fall and winter aspect of sports,

b Hy/hy hurry into football or hockey or basket-
all?

* . .
SO, LET'S TAKE a moment or two to rem-
inisce about what's happened around these parts
in baseball and what stifl might happen this year
in our national pastime.

By and large it was a fine summer for the
sandlotters in Observerland.

We had some interesting and some very
good baseball, topped by the efforts of Red-
ford Township which went to the quarter-
finals in the All American Amateur Baseball
Association tournament.

And, speaking of the AAABA meet, how's
about a rousing salute to a good neighbor, Mike
Adray, the Dearborn appliance man, whose Adray
team beat Baltimore, 5-2, for the U.S. champion-
shi

p.
Mike Adray had the title coming. In our book,
he’s Mr, Sponsor when it comes to athletic teams
around here.

On the home Observer front, we were
treated to some royal doings in the Connie
Mack League. It was the same in the Class D
playoffs.

There were several spectacular individual
efforts, including Bob Hood, the Stevenson High
pitcher who flipped no less than six shutouts dur-
ing the summer for Hubert Realty's Connie Mack
team.

. . .

THIS, TOO, WAS a summer when Farming-
ton found happiness with its Connje Mack teams
. - . but while these clubs succeeded, Farming-
ton’s American Legion nine suffered.

The thinning out of the ranks didn't leave the
Legionnaires with too much in the way of talent.

It was a summer, too, which saw a Liv-
onia team reach the state Class F finals . .. a
Garden City team win the state Pony League
championship . . . slo-pitch and fast-pitch
attract more attention than ever in these parts,

Yes, and it was a summer which produced its
usual arguments and beefs against umpires . . .
calls like the one which happened a few days back
when with one man out there was a runner on
second.

The batter slapped the ball up the middle and
hit the baserunner who still was in contact with
the base.

The umpire quickly signaled the runner at
second was OUT. Yep, out, he said, even though
the runner was standing right smack on the base.

* . .

NEEDLESS TO SAY, the ump quickly was
the middle man in a hot verbal barrage.

“How can a man be out when he’s standing on
the base and no force is involved? Doesn't make
sense,”’ you might say . . . but it's a fact. The ump
was 100 per cent correct.

You see, the rule says that a runner is out
any time he is hit by a fair ball unless the in-
fielders are pulled in, or he'’s standing on base
when hit by what is judged an infield fly.

The theory is simply this: . Even though the
runner is standing on the base, he could be inter-
fering with the fielders.

But, if the fielders are playing “in,” as they
might be with a runner on third, and the ball hits
a runner standing on a base behind the infielders,
well, it’s a different story.

" He's not OUT.
* - *

ENOUGH WITH the questions and answers
for 1969, but one thing is certain about the major
league pennartt races . . . there's going to be some
hot goings on during the rest of the regular chase.

How do you like the Western Division chase
in the National League where five of six teams
are within a_couple of games of each other, or
were when this was penned?

Is it possible that the New York Mets still
may catch and overtake the Chicago Cubs?
The big lead the Cubs held a few weeks back
has shrunk in recent days.

It’s a dandy race going on in the Americar
League-West. Take ‘your pick between Oakland
and Minnesota, N

‘We'd like to see Oakland pull it out, but we're
afraid too many injuries may ruin the A’s. The
writers accompanying the A's into Detroit last
week noted that the team has suffered nine major
injuries . . . the worst being the latest, the loss of
ace pitcher John (Blue Moon) Odom.

Cotton  stresses to coaches
that they must read the Mich-
igan Kigh School Athletic Hand-
book and Monthly Bulletins, also
the Farmington system’s “Man-
ual of Policies and Procedures
o Athletics,” The Farmington
system’s “'An Athletlc Primer
for the Student and Parenmt,”
The latter book should be dis-
tributed to pareats,

Cotion orders tha coaches
to prepare an alphabetical list
of names for eligibllity pur-
poses, There are to be 0o nick=
names, I aboy’s name dogsat
appear on the eligibllity list,

be can't play. That’s a state
rule, i
e

vHERE'S MORE than a page
devoted in Coiton’s directive
to Heat Problems In Athletics,

Coachas are directedtoguard
2gainst heat exhaustion and beat
siroke -- what symptoms they
should look for end how thay
should treat a boy in evemt
ba 15 stricken with & beat prob.
lem during practice or a game,

There’s & secticn, too, cohele
mets, with Cotton saying:

1 - The belmet should #ii
soug,

RU Hopes

After a summer of enjoying
considerable baseball success
with his Redford Township
teams -- one of which reached
the quarterfinals in the All
American  Boys Assoctation
tournament {n Johnstown, Pa,,
Bob Atkins waslooking for more

- o

FORMER PREP S

biddira ior starung bherins
cludes  ati-stat
ernco (371 of

Il be a new look for Frank-
lin High football team when the
Livonians visit Romulus Friday
afternoon for the season opener,

Ceach George Lovich has had
to rebuild with the loss of 31
lettermen from last year which
finished In a three-way tle with
Thurston and North Farmington
for the Northwest Suburban
League Hile,

Of the returnees, there’s only
one starter back onoffense, But
he’s  a dandy -- Danny Thorpe,
who paced Franklln in polnts
last season with 50,

‘The other two starters re-
turning are Jeft Kind who op-
erates at defensive back and
does the punting and Rob Holl-
andsworth, an end,

“We'll be Inexperienced,’
says Lovich, but he's not the
least bit pessimistic.

‘‘Fortunately, our scheduleis
such that maybe we can slippast
our first few games before we
really hit the worst atthe end.””

Franklin winds up against
‘Thurston, North Farmington
and Bentley.

e

THE EXPECTATIONS are
that North Farmingion will rate
No, 1 with Thurston close be-
hind in the Northwest Loop race,

Bentley, as usual, figures to
be tough {n the Suburban Six

happiness this fall as fooiball
coach &t Redford Unioo High,

But after two weeks of prac-
tice, Atkins imt smiling too
much,

£

HE WAS AMAZED that when

drills began several players

WSS R

RS of area high scnools are

2 Michigan The trio in-
+ (45} and Eric Fed-
ey Imsland (68) o

League and offers Franklin a
major test every season in thelr
battle for clty glory,

Lovich {s worklng with two
quarterbacks, Frank Kasparek

2 - The loner lining should
b scft and plisble and not coarse
and gritty,

“ e

ON SHOULDER PADS, Cotton.
warns:

1 - The pads should protect
the shoulder and the neck,

2 - Beware of shoulder pads
that sit down too low cn the
shoulder and offer no protec-
tion agatnst violent lateral fiex-
im ,, . Waich out for the kid
with the long skimny neck; &
shoulder roll must be neces-
sary,

ary,
whom he was counting werea’t

around, Nor havetheyreparted
stuce,

“%t's hard to wderstand,”
declared Atklns, his
second sonson as RU’s boad
mentor in football,

Northville  Schefiler and Feu
land 15 one of the top canduia:

spot

and Dick MecAdam, and 1t
probably wiil be Tuesday or
Wednesday before the coach de-
cides which he'll pin-point 2s
his starter for Friday's game,

‘“They're nlp and tuck and

COTTON ALSO urges:

1 - All boys should de taught
bow to wrap thelr own ankles, ,,
the wraps belp to reduce ankle
injurfes,

2 - Check equipment at least
once & week,

3 ~ A boy who has been
rendered unconsclous must be
caretully studied, and inno case,”
Ray or practice sgaln, untl
checked out by a doctor,

In case of a serlous injury,
8 coach is directed to notify
parents, call the doctor and
ambulance, call police, treat
for shock and, says Cotton:

“When school closed in the
spring, the boys in questicn all
seemed papped p by the fact
they'd be out for football in the

‘We tried to keep their tn-
terest up all summer by hold-

®

backs and Ims
s for the ught end
tObserver phoiot

e

Franklih Rebuilds Around 3 Starters

both have done an excellent job
in our first two weeks of prac-
tiee,”  Lovich sald Saturday.

There are some other bright
faces on the Franklln team.

Cross Country Powers
Clash In Triangular

Three of Observerland’s
cross country powers will
collide In a triangular meet
Tuesday that kicks off the 1969
prep harrier season.

Matched will be Redford Un-
fon, Farmington and Franklinat
Lola Valley Field in the Town-
ship,

Redford Union 1s the defen-
ding Suburban Six Lesgue champ
while Farmington willbe defen-
ding ftsInter-LakesConference
crown, is rated
among the leading contenders in
the Northwest Suburban League,

Coached by Charles Patter-
son, Redford Union boasts four
of the five regulars who led the
team to the league flag and a

third-place finish last season

Prep Schedule

FRIDAY

Franklin at Romulus, 3 p.m,

Stevenson at Redford Union, 8 p.m.
Plymouth at Northville, 8 p.m. .
Riverside at Garden City East, 8 p.m.
Garden City West at John Glenn, 8 p.m.
Manchester at Clarenceville, 8 p.m,

SATURDAY
Thurston at Cherry Hill, 2 p.m,

Bentley at Farmington,

2 p.m.

Pontiac Northern at North Farmington, 2 p.m.
Churchill at Grosse Pointe North, 2 p.m,

SUNDAY
Royal Oak St. Mary's at Our Lady of Sorrows,

2:30 p.m,

Bishop Borgess vs. Nativity at Jayne Field,

2:30 p.m.

St. Agatha at Ypsilanti St. John, 2 p.m.

in the state Class A meet,
P

ONLY ALL-STATER Bob
Junk, now at Eastern Michigan
is gone. Back are Dennls
Keeney and Bill Kuhn, two all-
leaguers and also stars on last
spring’s RU state Class A track
champs; Steve Halton and Mike
Stolkey,

Bob Lark, a senlor, 1s ex-
pected to be a strong replace-
ment for Junk,

Farmington figures to be
more balanced despite the loss
of the Willlams twins, Garyand
Larry, who for three years
wrote cross country and track
history at the school,

The Willlams now are to-
gether at Central Michigan Un-
iversity and are expected torun

Hearing
Set On
Grid Rules

LANSING
A public hearing on proposed
changes in high school athletic
rules that would allow an extra
week of conditioning before
football practice next year wiil
be held starting at11a.m, Wed-
nesday, Sept. 10, in the offices
of the Michigan HighSchool Ath-
letic Assoclation, Lansing.

-

Wayne State Unlversity as-
sistant football coaches Enrico
Odorico and Bob Schroeder
served as either captain or co-
captaln of a Tartar grid team
during thelr playing days, Od-
orico In 1962 and Schroe-
der in 1965,

on the Chips’ harrler team this
fall,

John Donahue, Mk
McGlothin and Kim Hildebrandt
all are veterans on the '69
Farmington team.

PP

FRANKLIN WILL BE led by
Jim Kostevax In its bid for
cross country laurels,

North Farmington, led by
Gary Stoakes, 1s rated the top
team 1n the Northwest Subur-
ban League while Thurston with
Russ Meredith and Dave Dixon
leading the way, figures to fight
it out with Frankiin, right behind
North Farmington.

Stevenson has two fine
harriers {n Tim Wenner and
Doug Kurtycz.

Bentley will be led by all~
leaguer Chris Morden in its
drive for honors this season.

FOR RENT
@ Pickup Campers
# Pickup Covers

® Foldup Campers

We service what we sell
KNIGHT
TRAILER SALES, Inc.
32550 Northwestern Hwy.
Between Middlebelt and
Orchard Lake Roads
Farmington, Michigan
Call 626-5001

“‘act as any reasonably prudent
person would, only better’be-
cause you are a Farmington
coach,

boy never has had steak at that
Your before,

Beware of feet, too, Tottor
stresses, Improper fit af shoes
or socks and {mproper foot

COTTON ALSO has a section byglene can hurt a boy.
devoted to diet and pre-game T his report to coaches, Cot-
meals and potes that there {5  ton winds up with thls para-
much to be sald for five small  graph on calisthentcs,
meals & day for the young ath- ° «Calisthenics are not & mil-
letes and also that snacks are Rary drfll to be executed by
good for yowng athletes, but the numbers. Thoy are meant
not funk foods, to be a loosening and stretch-

Cotton also noted that it's ing process for the muscles.
wrong to tell & parent to serve R {s not how fast you do them,
his son & steak for breakfast byt what you accomplishby con-
on 8 game day espectally if the  troled or isotontc movement,

..

With Passing Star

ing conditioning sessions, by be out there starting egainst
dropping the boys letters of Stevenson Friday night,"
encouragement, by either call- .

ing them personally or having  ONE HAPPY thought for At-
e of the assistants keep in  Xins is Quarterback Gary Bave
toueh, tngton, who was named on last

“But here we are and they year's all-league team.
arent present . ,, but well Gary welghs 150 pounds and

6-2,

¢We'll function eround him, "
says Atkns “and he coud be
one of the best in these parts,
He runs well and throws the
same way.

“He’s the type of & boy all
coaches look for &t quarter-
back and not very many coaches
ever find, You'd have to call
him &n excellent prospect for
callega football,"

Bevington wlll have a palr
of strong receivers -- Kirk
Taylor, who was a baseball
standout, and Randy Link, The
Intter stends 5ix feet and scales

Joe Newton, who coached :‘:0 )v;;v:l:. He's a fine two-
a state high school cross Y REYEr.
country champlonship team in
Ntinots, and Larry Wiltse, who mﬁgsozoif&:‘t‘:;ﬁ s:‘z‘f
gulded Flint Kearsley High to

PRI b e
Wil be featuredon theprogram, oy *1®
Chuck  Griftith, @ three-
year regular, who welghs 200
pomds end stands 6-2, and
George Varlons, 3-11, 173
SPEAKING OF new twists, PoWd, second-year man, w
Observerland is fo have its 8ive RUa strongpalr ot guards,
first mafor individual classie, GFiftith 15 tho captatn this sea-
Limited to 48 bowlers it will 9B
open Mondey night at Livonla  Others Atkins (s countingare
Lanes with §1,000 as the top Bob Muncey, center; Randy
prize, Turner and Tom Haskins, tack-
ALl other classics tn the dis. 105; Mark Kellmas, linebacker,
and a pair of sophomares -
trict are team events and the 1 “rryz futback and Dave
shagles stfar bas dravn the [l P e
cream of the crop, ! g

Cross Country
Clinic Carded
For Monday

A cross country clinic open
to all coaches, runnersand fans
will be held Monday night at
the Community Col-
lege’s Orchard Ridge Campus
in Farmington Towmship at
8 p.m.

_Sports Briefs

Well have to throw a lot
to win,” says Atkins,
“We also can't stand many

injuries, We just don’t have
the depth,”
Atkins  also Is concerned

Jim Cratg has come through
in fine fashion at tackle, al- » ° ° Pr
though he’s only a junfor, -- welght-wise, He won't have

Wayne Florida has beenmost 0¥ Players scaling over 200
impressive as an end gnd POWdS In his front wall,
flgures to be theNo, 1 recetver,

“Tals boy Florida should
blossom into 2 real fine ball
payer,” his coach declared,

e s

about the team's size problem

MARK HIGDON has im-
pressed at guard while Don Op-
tand has come through impres-
stvely as a Linebacker.

“This wili be & team which
I'm sure will improve as the
season progresses.”  added
Lovich,

“We have the talent and the
ds with greatdesire, Theyal-
50 have excellent attitudes,

“Tne blg thing, of course,
is experience --or at the mo-
ment lack of it under game con-
ditfons. When they get a few
games under their belts, our
boys should Teally make their
presence felt,”

Little wonder Lovich s de-
lighted by the fact Franklin
won't have to play Thurston,
North Farmington and Bentley
unti] late in the schedule,
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TOWN & COUNTRY
DODGE

Grand River at Nine Mile Aoad

L 474-5750

WONDERLAND LANES

WANTED

Bowlers for the
following leagues

®93:30 p.m. — LADIES
SENIOR HOUSE LEAGUE

© 10 a.m. - LADIES -
MORNING LEAGUE

® 12:30 p.m. - LADIES
AFTERNOON LEAGUE

LADIES DAY-FRIDAYS!
Call 427-1060

28455 Plymouth Road, opposite Fisher Body Plant, Livonia




