CHAPTER Vill—Continued.

The princess was startled, and her
‘mce Beemed rather pale as she stared
1t bim, It was apparent that she cher-
shed the plan of the empire of the
Zellow Sun, perhaps because she was
wrn to.be an American. Levington
vondered If shé kmew what the
islatle interpretation of this Idea
nlght require, from herself in particu-
ar, In caliphate and khanate, there
:an be no plan of prlest, warrior or
ting that 1s not.discussed behlnd the
attices of the female courts, and no
girl Is too young to know her place In
he scheme. Indeed, the statecraft of
he Orlent often originates within
hese fragrant sanctuaries,

Tau Kuan imprisoned *much - of |-

jeauty. Helen had been broadly edu-

sated, Levington was tossed unhap-

My between the girlish purity of the

Jrincess and the probable depths of

er soplilstication. Something, per-

10ps o masculine pride, hinted to hlm
that She wa's amusing herself with two

‘redulous white men, Something re-

vinded him- that she had Irish blood,

-he spring of sublety and grave humor.

Che same faculty in ‘Con reminded

1tm also how nlcely she had concealed

+ surprise that wopld have been nat-

1ral upon meetlng two Amerleans for

‘he first time in ber life, and particu-

arly one of them her own father.
. Tet this might be nothing more than a
tesult of Chinese tralning, the self-
sontrol that nothing can disturb.

“Yes,” she sald slowly, *Thavé heard
3f the Melting Pot, but Chee Ming says
there 1s no fire under it.”

“He knows better than that, fér he

sas been scorched by t” sald Con.
. *But'a race does not rise to great-
sess by fear and force,” Andrew
March was saylng ardently: “A city
:annot become perfect agalnst fts wil. |
There Is no love 2 Tau Kuan.”

Helen was pensive, “That Is what
mother jused to tell me,” she sald,

March sighed brokenly, :Even Besur

balted his sélf-Inspection, -and turned
sad small eyes upon his mistress.
_ “Levington has told yol the truth
about our country,” March continued.
“The fire that Chee Ming has over-
fooked is freedom. It Is. ot in his'
phllosophy. Under his giidance Tau
Kuan might one day be o unified na-
tion, but it would be a ‘nue of—Be-
surs.”

“Does Desur trouble iyou? she
asked of Con, not hesitatiig to wreck
ber father's conversatlon.

“Not at all,” said Levif¥ton, as he
- removed the ape from his feck for the

fitth time. Nor did Con Intend to

grow serious, but he felt suddenly that
this was the penalty fogahls wasted
life—to come into her ]\ ence only
in time to find that sh¢ was belog
drawn into an Inevitab)

Thelr Halry Caumc‘nlncn Were i
Feurfold Replica of Hate, Cruelty,

“tice. He did not observe thé glunce’
March gave him, & look of trust and
appeal. , Helen did ‘not comprehend
the Lew Intensity in Levington's gray- |
blue syes; she knew nothing of the’
paln she started in the heart of this

wanderer. Then her father humbly
asked: . o
“Are’ you—are you fend of Prln‘:e’
Yekuml"'
She' glancel at him q(ﬂcmy xhd
smiled.

“You are like mother. She asked
that question many times, when the
prince and 1 were smuxl very youpg
people.”

“ind what reply did you give 5nur
mcther?"

“I do not remember. She cotnseled
me, and macde me promlse—but I huse
forgotcen, 'The prince tan ride and
shoot He recltes all the songs of Li
Po. Me 15 twenty-four yenrs old, a

.| But, a

If thié 'were wanton torture, she de-
tivered it with perfect calm, Leving-
ton cgught hls breath, and storm
threatened within him. It was both a
rellef and an.agony to know that she
daid nge ime the prince. Levington's,
Nmnnfn jstate was sunk deeper when
he reqgiled that he was himself a pris-
oner, and would doubtless be out of
the way in a short while. And then he

caught the sentence from her lips, &

ew March'leapt to the center of
ug, 4nd his eyes were ablaze.
le |gitl,you do. not know life!
enk of thlngs unbearable. This
inal. You are white, as your
trled to impress upon you, and
lavé made you forget 1t. You
be handed about in the oriental
,They_ dre crazy out here.
are devils!”
the withered and double—
Chinese servant entered the
ihnd at his heels came four of
vge soldlers, the same who had
down tlie "white men in the
and who aléo had appeared
them before the prince. Thelr
dangled and chinked. Their
{hvere free from dust, and the
upion their high shoulders were
vy raw silk, 2. golden .yellow.
Thelr airy countenances were a four-
folg replica of hate and cruelty.  They
had cofne to remove the prisoners.

Con Tevington had to be urged,
|

CHAPTER IX.
' Beldw the Walls.
is roof again, Con noted that
ning of green sllk had been
Bd over his doorway, and a
Dinced beneath it in the open
his added comfort. A sllver
of wine stood on & tabovet,
found that the wine was ae-
e, having been cooled In spring-
l?u! all was secondary, even
nt departure of the guards, for
thinking in a whirl of Helen
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was amazing, like her
—an  American  personality
range diagonals of the Orlent.
ed the tang of desert sunlight
er: face, ber throat and arms.
1 ‘were neither wide nor
and she was not tall. He re-
everything she hgd sald,
imable to evade her final ut-
which became more and more
polson to him. He turned
yesterday, recalled how she
tden, how her pony hud gal-
Yom the top of the ravine after
rd had saved them, how her
brown finir had streamed out from the
soft grhiy 'cloak. No Chinese princess
could'dver- havé:ridden.at:gnch-a pace.
fuin, there was the gentle, al-
feless movement of .her hands,
low fullness of her volce when
ked of Tau Kuan,*
was o delightful sorrow to Lev-
as if al} his days, too, had fore-
told .She dld not know herself.
She eighteen. The ways of these
ontland pegple were familiar to her,
and $t; wns naforal she should love
thetr national interests, strangely ilke
XmerlQﬂ bitterly -different. The red-
dlsh mluce wapg home. Her mmher
whs 'gone. The grand vizr had
hrought her American gowns, street
sults, and other .articles the. models
had dlsplaged at Sperman’s in. the clty
terribly. far-dlstant.

\There wns no_éstimating the pains
the ald Chinese”lind taken to secure
such things for ber. Con knew at least
ot his conmecilon with the, Wedger
house, which must have been arrangéd
by secret menns, and It was clear that
Chee Ming had taken many & pdint’
from Cecll. Wedger's: incipient queens
of the cinema, The vizir had been
content to cook ‘far a young _sunb,'
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Chee’ Ming {u Dory street, marketing
the drug. only to find that the tracings
led to the Gobi desert.

The affair of the presént morning
recurred to mind—the wonzoul In his
enchanted garden. Despite seeming
teisure, events tn the paluce weet too
swiftly for a finud valuatidn, Cun was
puzzled to find that the more closely
he tried to recall the garden, the ap-
pearance of the fat lord, the singing
bird, the dancer, and the magician, the
less he knew about them. Had the
Juggler poured his wine into the fourth
dlmension, or was the watcher merely
transported by @ breath of the drug?
Levington went now to the outer cor-
ners of his prison, endoring the hostite
eves of a double guard. to look for the
vine-covered bower of royal entertain-
1ent, but could see nothing of it. He
must heve turned Into a courtyard of
the palace itself. One grim assurance
clung to him—the sinister fragrance
of koresh. ;

Through mid-afternoon, as often as
s active mind abendoned some new
and equally fute plan of escape, his
thought circled around to Helen. He
reclined under the green silken nwning
and repeated her name. He was awak-
ened to the center of his being, and
was searcely hware sthat every new
plan for escape Included two others
hesides himself, and one a princess,
Mentally she remalned with him—in
the throne robm, her glance townrd
the prisoner she had spared, her bore-
dom wlith the proceedings, her beautl-
ful feet, 2 Western woman as he must
have guessed-had 1t not heen for the

' slight. tiit of "her hrows and this he

had seen, more closely, to be but the
cunnlng work of her mald-servants: in
her own apartment, surrounded by
things American, the transforination
that was not complete becanse of her
Chinese training, personnl qualities
that fantalized him, the first words
that had thrilled him’so unaccountahiy
and the last bringing a clutch of ter-
ror; the clear young bheauty of her
tace, her Mps, the soft hrown of her
hair, the curve of glrlish shouliters,
the grave plensure at meeting that
stranger, her father, and the unemo-
tlonal vlew she held of her own future
a8 queen of this fantastle state. These
Tragmentary thanzhts p ol Tev-
ington, brought him life as It had
never come hefore. hurt him ‘savazely,
=0 that he sighed and tossed about on
the green cushions,

Then he rememhered once azaln that
they would not permif him ta live.
This fact had a totally new nspect,
and the novelty of it now brouzht him
to his feet. Iis gray. slave started up
In surprise. and the pair of big-sward-
ed soldiers made- themselves felt at
the stair-head. For the first time in
his career Con rehelled azalnst death.
Tt seemedt mo longer a part of “tlie
mame, Instant or slow, death did not
nterest him now ; it was a stupid rule
of the play. He wanted mightily to
live, There was something both sweet
and vers bitter In dwelllng In the snme
desert city with Helen March. There
were o imany things he bad to tel!
her, so much he longed to ask: nlso
an additional urgency for & talk \ﬂlh
her father.

Late In the ullb.monn, he retrented
to his Ihner ‘chamher, hot and impa‘
tlent. - In the smaller of two rooms,
which were barely furnlshed, the walls
n crenmy white, he flung himself upon
the soft couch, but its touch was odd-
ty-dnpleasant, like a caress from the
wrong- person. He arose in disgist,
and stared nt the Lrass lamp with its
fragrant green ofl. The gray boy alsn
had come in out of the sun, and was
now a-squint beside the divan. Slow-
Iy he pulled the cord that set the long
curtains swiying overhead. From tlme
to time he sprinkled water upon these
curtalns, then resumed the fanning,
But physical comfort only helghtened
Con's uneegsiness, He felt the power
of the fact that they were bestowing

tierely to gerner Some k
to how n soung Amerlcan girl should
be dressed, how she must talk and
think, and what, If anythiog, might
please her. Con appreciated the' gqnlus
that had made the eclusive’ Wedgers'
a p:ln. ‘of. Chee”'Ming's’ plan for the
cpmpletion of ‘Tau Kuan, empire of |
the Yéllow Sun. .
«The. tanglg of. Enst a d West_trou:
vled tmﬁgﬁon.mor: and_ gjote. Feler)
hiad ilogst [G5t” her': mother's 3
regarding Prifce ¥ekutol. oo"
ensy.to feel tlie dend Elthna's hormr
of the¢ young Mongol,-and of the plan
she hdd foréseen, his ‘marriage with
her Uttle white daughter. The.mother
must have striven to develop American
cts-—the riding of ponjes, love, of
Teep, .lnde nlex)pe. ,nqld—,nn
ness, N
ngton ‘saw more vh‘ll]ly . )mw
must have foved Elthnn,: bow
53 of her had nearly broken down
bis sgnity, zad, at last, how be, had
k2pt gecret his innermost lmentlon for
another journey Into the perflous Gaby,
1t had.mennt too much for him to pat
hig hope In words. He had planned to,

&,

ton down the Internatlonal beast!
koresh; all that side of ‘the’gory was
Just ns be had confided it Leving-

ton,, :But then there had been much
more. March's interests did not begin
or enfl In a federal commlssion, Con
realized now the deep gnd double joy

thexe attentions upon him
only to make him a better white site
fa the history of Tau Kuan.

No one came. The sun laid a golden

Levington's repeuted requests, Invita-
tions and demands for Chee Ming re-
sulted in nothing. The day seemed
interminable. .

At-the hour of sunset his two war
riors nppeared at the door, with two
others. ‘They were always the, same
sort of tall,” muscular  riders; and
seemed to represent a certain blend of

.| tification four ‘camels were unhitched

path. across the rug of the quter room. -

In this welrd defeat, “And It (s too
Inte o stop thelr marriage,” he con-
cluded. His despalr wus: very hard |
for Con.

The baths were accomplished with-
out another chportunity for words
and Con wns taken under guaid to his
two Fooms and the roof. He hid seen
no more of the palace than before—
the smune dim’ scented corridors, the
spray of ‘three fountains, the broad
shadow crescents that lts roofs cast
down upon the houses clustered under
the esstern wall. He could not guess
how many human belngs were con-
talned here. He saw nothing of the
stunted and crooked men of the mines,
for they did not dwell within the oity.
The soldlery was In evidence, mostly
upon steeds that were more sturdy
than ' symmetrical.  On " the_ return
adross the palaca Inwn Con had noted
a small party of women, closely veiled,
moving toward the founsains. Their
rohes were of fizured stuffs, the ends
“of their head-vells dritting white. Twa |
coffee-colored glants had wilked e

ner wus worth eating, for it included

The Maid Faced Again the Man Whu
© Puzzled and Terrified Her,

colored as
round as le:
which were- in ﬂnvor ke . potato
crossed with celery, The wine was an
eveninagybreath from fruitful places

Again he sent for the vizir and no
one- enmes The mists of day's end
1lfted frond the western flelds, and once
azaln the llor-lw were herded awny for
the n(;hL Just over the western for-

& peany,

from theJr plows and: driven to the
rushy q{ﬂpg near the-lieds. The lit,
tle mon‘kgy visited: - the whl!e man
again i e to share cumquats, and
zreon ted? Levington begao all 6ver,
pacing :)m rdot, |
for ('<nnpd. He'
March; iii
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Speaking befor¢ d n\my. Tepresent.
atlves for westerh: tes, Tiwin T,
Meredith, -secreta 14 ngrlcunure
stated his bellef In the western
sjntes, where large "areas of govern-
ment lands are located. the federul
government should adopt a system of
financinl co-operationy more liberal te
the states than Is thecase in the resi
of the country.

1, think we must m(‘ﬂgnhc lhe fact
lhﬂt‘ the exlstence o $hese large areas
of lgovernnient Jn places these
:!utes ina sumew different situa-
tion’ from, the re: ll r of the coun-
try,” said Mr:-Meg lth “and that it
woud be only eqffble for the fed-
eral government ¢ i increase its’ per-
over the
present basls. T l also heartily in
favor of contlwlng ?\-- appropriations

for the buidtag ofnatloanl forest.

“hind them. roads, These fnrests constitute n
Food wus served ns hefore. Attend | great 'natural resource, and thelr |
ance was servile and silent. The diu | preservatfon and desclopment s a pa-

tlonal responsibility- which. ouglit  to
be met in full measure.

Mr. Meredith advocnted . l\Qﬂ\E con-
tinuntion of ‘preseat!federal and state
eo-operation In connecfion with state
rond systems with thé systems of ad-
Joining states lo order that the work-
Ing out of an adeguate highway pro-
gram for the whale United Stites mny

roceed in an orgderly manner. He
«lso advocated the continuunce of
work now going orward undnr the
federal aid road. Dét.

YAs 1021 1s the ln:( year cavered by
the act,” he sail, *it would be highly
desirable, in my opinion, for congress
to make another proyision as promptly

Improved quhv-'ay in Golorado.

a5 possible for e | ‘ontinuation ot
the wark under thie present system by
&n appropriavon of at least $100,000,-
000 fur each of mp four Gixcal years
beginning with 1

MAINTENA NCE £0 ST OF ROADS

Yltimate Ecvnomy of Cvnerﬁe “Road
Dependz‘ on the -Small. Amount
Needed to Keep It Up.

The cost of n road fheoiveg Hiofionlx
Brst coxt but the cost of leeping it
In continuously. u‘b(e condition; 1t
this were not sp;. the cleaply buflt
gravel rond wodld gbe gntirely - gult:
able”for -.our mnln raveled thorotigh-
forés. . The ulglipal eemwm) of the
cénefete rond- gplnrh Zapon™the: de-
trentely “small gRdunt of money re-
qirired e GxccTient ~CoRtl
tior. "'The oniy i ’men'\m‘e heeded on
=R {vell BNy "egticsets road s thAY ppc:

v

higlh

¥ to keep fllER n: the Jolnts

his o\\nl bine twitigliso?
tiles Juttd) - down glp:
windowyiiBke clinplig, wa! g
ows, The.walls (el&Qcméf to'tl
- man. He begen to imagine the mar-
riages " and matlngs [n those yppér
chuwbers, 'the deaths and births and
suften learts, cold lusz. endlesx I.usl-
tudle,

With the ankines Gainé hd Arnhlnn
girl.  One of her guards remalned
with the two_gt"the stalrway, The
maid faced afain the man who puzzl
and terrified her. Con coid not reqd |
the.warin depths of her, eyes, but fnu
cied many things. she attempted |n
few' .words In her own . lungu then
smiled. faintly 08 heatied" td? commie
hend. He wo! ver knowhwhat -
 had wished to tell Rim @zn“bhe gme
‘her the ioner chitiber-dnd-drew L
curtaiz) ianwr fiery m,.un_

- In

{

d paces, designed
for war. They led Con to the baihs.
and March was already there, prone
upon the mat, suffering the barber.
The -famillar kes-shaped blade was
polsed and darting about his face.
“They brought me n Kurdish wom-
an,” said March, with a tinge of dls-

st. .

*“\What (s our move?" asked Lev-
ington, as they unwound his costume,
and the masseur appenred at.his side.
» “L.can’t.hear I sald Mareh.,

“\ye've potito fnd ¢ way. Bﬂ\'e you
Aguretl ont angthing?™

“T hnvent forgotten that we are at
letst . five’ Wwéeka® Journey® frotn~'any-
where, ind ¢ikrg hour of those weeks
an tmpnssibility to o

who saw that his friend” was braken.
The odds dismayed March, His be-

pure afongcl’

of hig friend when he bad first found

loverd was'desd. His guest had ended

The frony hurt ‘the younger man.

65 of ThezHySere toa:fut
ATty o the roof and:the .
shelving palose’whs mute, The sound
cotitlnued, {ndistinetly.  Levington
walted at the edge of the wall, bot
could not hear clearly. Evidently 1l
was & prayer,.very earnestly preseat
ed, 3ore gnd more It snunded 1ike ¢
volce of Antrew March.
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%;L‘e below; This: et unusual.

The state of Michigan containg 5144
Inlnnd lakes, covering an wren of 1,114
square miles, besides n swater-front o

the Great Lakes of 1,850 miles.
. | -

 hen heasts of.Ddrden;

_'ssh\\a
New Yark glvesthe

uintennnce for' the

16, and 1917 as fol-
lows: Macadam, §876.00 permlle per
sear for the nﬁnnzﬁnnce of 2,408
mites; gravel, §24.00 per mile per
year tor the mair #nance of 178 miiles:
firktblass® contretly $124.00° pef® mile
per year for m* fntenance-of 264
miles.
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© 7 ture on Weather.

The highway weathef bulteiin fs.dn
fmportant and usdful contribution from
the United Stated depnrtment of agri-/
culture, made dot b!)‘ 80 hy recognition;
of the fact that the state of the road§
18 more Importagit than the wenther!
and that you neddii't worry nbout the
weather {f the ds are pn\ed.
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