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Does 1-City Mean High Taxes?

Residents expressing doubts
about the value of consolidation
have talked about thesr fears of
rising taxes,

We all should be feartul of
rising taxes because taxes will
increase with or without con-
solidation, Inflatton bodsts op-
erating costs for munlcipali-
Hes which then must increase
its revenues to balance the
budget, Most expediant means
have been tax hikes,

If consolidation falls, the pre-
sent city must adapt to rising
costs with the present tax base,
1t the city-rematns primarlly
residential -- which i must,
slace It lacks large opentracts
of land -- the tax rate will
rise as the cost of living,
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THE BEST WAY to check
—Realtor News—

BF.
Chamberlain

EUGENE SHERMAN
Mr. Sherman, Sales Manager
of the Livenia - Middlebelt
office, has been with the
B. F. Chamberlain Company
for nearly seven years.
Prior to joining our compa-
ny he was active within the
Automative industry. spe-
ciatizing in Engine Desig.
Mr. Sherman is a member
of the Society of Auto-
motive Engineers. attended
Drexel Institute of Tech-
nology in Phifadelphia and
served 4% years in the
ammed forces, He and his

family ore residents of
Livonia and enjoy such
hobbies as:  electronics,

oil painting and outdoor
cooking.

We point with pride to M.
Shamman’s achievements in
the real estate field. He
served as a Sales Counsel-
or with our company. Then
as Assistant Manager and
finally in his present ca-
pacity as Sales Manager.
He is Chairman of the
8, F. Chamberlain Education
Committee  ard instructs
the Management Training
Program in addition to his
regular duties.

Mr. Sherman encourages
those desiring a new career
to consider the richly re-
real estate pro-

Once decided,
follow the “Golden Rule’
and your personal success
will follow in kind,

Daniels

rising taxes is to attract In-
dustry or business to the com-
munity so the tax burden can
be shifted away from the home-
owner, If you lack open land
for industrial development, the
tax burden remains on the
homeowner,

It 15 not true that city taxes
were lowered last year, The
millege RATE was decreased
because of an increase in state
equalized valuation, the BASE,
‘The actual dollar amountof tax-
es pald rose slightly.

It Is predictable that with
Tising costs, taxes will In-
crease, But by consolidating
the four governments, Farm-
ington as one community can
better compete to attract n-
dustrial developers, If a single
city has a better chance todraw
industrial clients, thenitisalso
true that a single city stands &
better chance of lessening the
tax burden carried by home-
owners,

No one, at this pofnt, can
make an educated prediction on
what the tax rate will be for
the rew city,

First, a charter commlssion
must decide what type of gov-
ernment the city will have and
furnish direction on what min-
imum services that city will be
expected to provide,

Thus, a vote on consolidation
Nov, 4 can't be based on tax-
es, If higher taxes is the only
factor then residents should

By EMORY DANIELS

vote yes Nov, 4, Once acharter
defines the type and role of the
few government, then voters
can be told what the maximum
millage levy will be,

e

IF 1 WERE forced to make
& prediction on what the first
year's levy would be for the
new city, my reckless and un-
educated estimate would be
elght mills,

This would be one mill less
than what clty residents now.
pay and one mill more than com-
bined costs borne by township
residents, The yleld would be
{STightly higher than what the

government ought to be equip-
ped to respond,
PO

TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS pre-
sently request services which
thelr government cannot pro-
vide, Onkland County deter-
mines what roads will be butit
and what the millage levy
Wil be,

Township government, be-
cause of legislative limitations,
is unable to make full use of
its community’s resources and
finds {tself reacting to budgets
and plans dictated by the county,

Thls writer would not wish
higher taxes on anyone, That's
why consolidation is worthy of
serfous study, If a single city
can create a tax base richer
than the four governments can
build separately, then a single
<lty can provide more services
with a lighter burden on home-
owners than the four separate

- four combined aow
Ireceive, Revemes woud in-
crease even greater by the ad.
ded state revenues the new
city would receive,

1 would not promise anyone
the millage rate for the new
clty will be eight mills, But
1t should be safe to assume the
rate will be somewhere between
seven-10 mills depending upon
the total state equalized evalu-
atlon for the new clty.

It is sure, however, that's
consolidated clty will have bet-
ter tools to lower the tax bura
den carried by homeowners than
the four governments presently
have,

A higher tax burden would be
necessary only 1f more ser-
vices are required. And If the
people of this community Te-
quire greater services, their
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HOW'S YOUR ROOF?

WINTER IS COMING...NOW IS THE TIME
TO WINTERIZE AND BEAUTIFYHYOUR HOME!

JOHNS-MANVILLE

CLAD YOUR HOME
WITH ALCOA

governments can,

At present, there is no rea-
son to believe consolidationwill
result In higher taxes for the
community than those collected
in the future by the four units,
In fact, it appears the single-
city will do a better job to
ease the taxpayer’sburden. The
possibilities certainly warrant
establishment ofa charter com-
mission to find out,

Troop 389
To Play
At Fisher

FARMINGTON

In the traditfon of show busi-
ness greats, the marching band
of Farmington Boy Scout Troop
389 is going to play the Fisher
Theater,

The boys will perform a con-
cert from 10:30 to 1I a,m,
when the Fisher Town Hall
Series opens Its season on
Oct, 8. Featured speaker will
be Rita Hauser, President Ni-
xon’s appointee as United States
representative to the United Na-
tlon’s commission on human
rights, who will discuss “Law
and Order, and Human Rights.”
The boys are selling tickets to
the lecture to raise moasy for
the band treasury, They may be
obtained by calling Marjon Bar-
ringer, 476-4077,

In keeping with the Scout re-
quiremeat for public service,
Troop 389's band will play for
the Kickoff of the United Fund
drive in Pontfac on Oct. 4, The
band will also play for the
Founder’s Day celebration at
Starr Commonwealth on Oct, 5,
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What’s Density Of PRD Zoning?

EDITOR;

the sarvices a clty resident now

The issue of is
rapidly becomlng cloudler as
each leader has his

recelves to a
mumity? Lets have the cost of

personal opinfon published in
the local papers.

The citizens should be fore-

warned that many of the cca-

cepts that have been presented
are Indlvidual propensities
that have been aired with few

4 3tual facts, flgures or ex-

amples used as a basts, The
MSU study which cast the com-
munity $5000 gave nebulousre-
commendations and noconcrete
conclusions that could be used
as a guldelne -- obviously the
apathetic city resident will be
2 consolidation casualty.

The denizen within the City

.

printed fnclud-
ing taxrate Increase and special
service charges,

The fear of belng & land-
locked community has been ex-
pressed by some; thiswill inall
prodabllity ba true at some
time, What else do all the sub-
urban areas have intheir future
when maximum land use has
been reached?

I recently had an opportunity
to discuss this pecultarity with
public affictals of the City of
Highland Park which is com-
parable in size to the City of
Farmington (.3 square milelar-
ger). These people claim their

of Farming
fdation Wil be advantageous
would beneflt by dolng more
tavestigation intothe whole pro-

The City of Farmington has
the lowest tax rate of anycity tn
Oadand County (the tigures are
publie record ) -- Do any of you
consolidation  advocates ac-
tually think our tax ratecanre-
main the same and provide all

has never been at
any disadvantage because thoy
are land-locked, In fact, they
feel thelr citizens hava more
efficlent services for their use
than the Detrolt area that sur-
romds them,

I 15 the law that the Nov. 4
issue Is oaly the preliminary
to actual deciston oo consolida-
tioo, but the tax-paying resi-
dent Who 15 against this propos-

Is 1-City An Answer?

EDITOR:

Sound the alarm| Warn the
citizens] A proposed zouing
ordinance, the ordinance for
Planned Residentfal Districts,
will reduce our protection
against high-density population,

+ox o

THIS REZONING 1snt a
one-shot deal, such as for the
Idependence  Green Apart-
ments, or for the Ken-
dailwood Apartments, or for the
Echo Valley Apartments, No,
indeed. This is for all remain-
ing residentially zoned areasin
the entire township, almost all
of which are presestly zoned
RA-1, B Is an open invitatton,
“an opttenal means of deve-
lopment"’, to quotetha proposed
ordinance,

How significaat is thts? Our
present RA-1 permits a maxi-
mum density of 7.2 bedrooms
per acro, RA-2permits 8,4 bed-
rooms per acre. The proposed
rezontng will permit a density
of 10 bedrooms per acre ln
RA-1

As a comparlson, you might
be Interested to know that tn
the quarter section commonly
called Kendaliwood. One, the

Seniors
Get Passes

FARMINGTON

Members of the three area

senfor cltizen organizationsthis

week recelved complimentary

passes to Farmington District
school events,

Superintendent of Schools Dr,
Roderick J. Smith explatned,
“This 15 our way of telling
our older citizens that we ap-
preciate their support and want
to encourage their continued
relationshlp with the youth of
our community,”"

Local residents 65 years of
age and over are entitled with
the passes to attend plays, coa-
certs and athlet!c activitles
sponsored
schools,

by Farmington

actual bedrooms per acre aro
5.875, and this caleulation was
made as if the vacant corner
lot had a house lke.ths others
I K-1oatt, \

AS OUR populstion grows,
we'll be choked with traffic
4nd burdened with ever higher
taxes, aspectally school taxes -
aven if we grow at the present-
ly ermissible density level of
population, Why sould we make
things worse for ourselves by

permitting  this  population
growth to occur &t an
even higher density level

and, at 2 faster rate of growth?

I'm wlso wondering if there’s
danger of exceeding the capa-
city of the tnterceptor sewer,
especlally with all the apart-
ment epprovals of recent years.

Taxes and traffic, along with
other troubles, are ted to den-
sity of population -~ how packed
in we allow ourselves to be-
come, Seven bedrooms per acre
18 enough dénsity, it mot too
much, But a path has been pre-
pared for even more crowding,
0 citizens should letthe Town-~
ship Board knaw thelr coucern,

ROBERT H, NELSON

al should make his volce heard
nowl What better way can the
average citizen make himseld
heard? 1In all practicality 1f it

Boes any further it is going to
cost you money!It

MARGARET YODER

381661 Lamar Drive

Bloomfield art association
fall studio classes
Registration Sépterrber 22-October 11

CLASSES DESIGNED FOR CHILDREN
TEENS AND ADULTS

BEGINNER AND PROFESSIONAL
INSTRUCTION IN ALL MEDIA

for class schedule

1516 5.Cranbrook Rl call 644-0866

Birmingham
isted by the American Craftsman Council

Gifts and Decorative Accessories

R

>~ CANDIES
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Downtown Farmington Center
Open Mon., Thurs.. Fri., Sat. till Spm

CHECKING
AT METRO IS

When you switch your checking iR
W EB  sccount to Metro you forget all

3 = gl
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about the “IFS™ connected with
free checking plans. That's be-
cause there are no ifs or ands or
buts about your free checking
account at Metro. All Metro cust-
omers check free every month.
There is no minimum balance re-
quirement and no rule that says

ey

you have to keep a certain a-
mount in a savings account, You
just switch to Metro and forget
all about service charges. And
forget all about the "IFS" of 4
other free checking plans. Do it
soon, There is a Metro office
convenient 10 you and Metro H
customers ¢an bank on Saturday.

N S,

metropolitan

SEAL-O-MATIC KITCHEN CARPET HAS A =% national bank :
s H I N G I. Es AI_UMINUM 10-YEAR WEAR GUARANTEE... . of farmington
Siding, Trim, Gutters, Shutters NOBODY ELSE CAN " :

SAY THAT WA OFFICE REDFORD-OFFICE  QUAKERTOWN |

LICENSED, BONED, INSURED

~ ARCHDALE ROOFING = SIDING

16 Yoars Experience @ Complate New Consiruction and Recover Service
28859 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD CALL 474-1061
FARMINGTON Ask for "Des"” Archdale

33205 Grond River
Near Farmington Rd. Near Beech Daly
4741000 KE 8-9400

MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION

25719 Grond River Z7500 Farmington Road
Neor 12 Hile Rd.

476.9111 +

Variety of Colors

FARMINGTON CARPET

29586 Orchard Lake Road
Just North of 13 Mile 851-1410




