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Nursing home claim disputed

S

Medicare spat snags patients

By LYNN ORR

A Medicare flap has embroiled more
than 50 current and former patients of
the Farmington Nursing Home in a
$254,000 dispute involving over-
payment for health services.

At least 19 patients have received
notice from the Travelers Insurance
Co., Medicare’s agent, that they could
be billed for services rendered at least
six years ago.

Another 39 patients will receive sim-

Southfield office.

Meanwhile Joseph Mash, executive
director of the Fsmmgzm Hills facil-
ity, pamcxpated in a three-man

tive hearing Tuesday in
hopes of settling the dispute. A deci-
sion is not expected for several weeks.

The long-standing dispute involves .

overpayments for health services ren-
dered from 1970-72, according to
DeLonjay. Audits made shortly there-

some of the services were not covered
by Medicare.

MEDICARE payments can be made
only when a patient is in a special sec-
tion for Medicare patients, DeLonjay
says. But the nursing home and the
insyrance company have been wrangl-
Ing about the interpretation of the law
for several years.

“The interpretation of the law by
Travelers and HEW (the federal
department of Health, Education and
Welfare) has placed us-and some of

our patients in an untenable position,"”
Mash contends.
“Sorne of their cost adj; and

denials are without reasonable

)gh Mash has promised that
patients will not be billed, the relatives
of patients are asking why health care
mﬂered six years ago is questioned

The 9%-year-old grandmaother of Mrs.
Betty Kitchen of Walled Lake is cur-
rently a patient in the Farmington
Nursing Home, She received notice
from the insurance campany one week
ago. Nearly one month of health care
is now being questioned, Mrs. Kitchen
says.

“Why are we hearing about this
now?" she asked. *I don't know what
will happen if the determination goes
against the nursing home. There's no
way we would be able to pay for this.”

MASH is convinced the patients
won't be billed.

He'll take the case to court if neces-
sary, he says.

“This has been a long drawn-out
peocess of letter writing and review,
and we’re finally caming to the appeal
mechanism.”

He predicts that the hearing board,
headed by Travelers employee Ber-
nard Felton, will go against kim. Court
action is the next step, he says, and he
believes the law is on his side, as well
as the patients.

‘“The statute of limitations, I feel,
will hold for the patients. There’s a
law on the books which protects the
consumer. Neither the provider of
service (the nursing home) nor the
third party payer (Medicare) can
make claims against those patients."

DeLonjay isn’t so sure,

“T hated to send those letters out,
but they had to be put on notice as to

to DeLonjay, he “jist wanted to get
me off the phone.”

Mash is angry that he wasn't noti-
fied that the patients would receive
letters.

“To notify patients that I may bill
them six or seven years after the fact
is, as far as I'm concemed, trying to
make me a party to their idiocy.
Notice at this late date is nothing but
harassment, plus the fact that the case
hasn’t been decided.”

‘I don't know what will happen if the deter-
mination goes against the nursing home.
There's no way we would be able to pay for

this.

—Betty Kitchen

DeLonjay says the patients have a
right to ask for a redetermination, but
that ¥ must be within 60
days of receipt of his notification let-
ter. The letter specifies that any-bil-
ling is between the patient and the
Farmington Nursing Home, and that
future insurance coverage is ot in
Jeopardy.

Mash is highly critical of Travelers’
handling of the situation and the Medi-
care program as a whole.

“hs the fiscal imtermediary for
Medicare, they're paid for the service,
and it’s quite lucrative for them. And
the public is being promised an insur-
ance program that, in all truth, they're
ot getting."

Hills eyes bond

sale for housing

In an attempt to avoid federal or
state regulation, the Farmington Hills
Gty Council i3 studying the poesibility
of financing its own semior citizen
housing complex.

The council, at this week’s session,
wvoted to refer to the housing and build-

commissions the fb:lxty of sell-
ing bonds to build a senior musmg
mmplex on 12 acres at Freedom and

Making the motion was Councilman
Earl Opperthauser, who has been an
advocate of senior bousing.

The land in with an esti-
mated assessment of $350,000, is being
donated by a local businessman.

Civil rights decline bogs
black history studies

George Washington Carver and
" Booker T. Washi

But the movement to uncover the
role of blacks in America has lost
“quite a bit of momentum,” according
toOn‘\sAndenm.hmrymstnm
®F:

since 1972. When
black history course in 1968, five sec-
tions were filled. This semester, 30 stu-
dents are studying black history.

erated several reasons

black students figires in the decline of
the course on the Farmington Hills

become a very good job A-er but
don't know lwtl;i;g al daily
society,” Andersm

learn-

dents,
“Black history is for white students.
Anﬂimnhixtaryhmtmpldcwﬂl

an undersisnding of
M lnd whites intertwined,” said
Anderson.

n addition to the need to teach blacks
history, Anderson wishes minorities
could also have a place in a balanced
telling of the American past.

“Jt's difficult to integrate history
because sf the way it's set up,” Ander-

1960s black studies were
"nld

son
“In

pressed upon professors who
"heedwdimge.umyread!
& Anderson.

, Anderson
m.isatdlingdumrylnwh{ch
the black man is neither a hero nor a

bed guy.

But interest in history which
incorporates different aspects of
America i3 declining as the civil rights
movement slips into the public uncon-

“Nixon rode in on a conservative
reaction to the ‘60s. He instituted a
Hack!olk but we're going to ignore

¥ This was 80 inchoetad irto te fab-
He of soclety that the

RIGHT FROM the time of the Con-

issue of race. From that time on, the
country has continued to com-
promise,” he said.

Seperation between the races has
been aggravated by the exodus by
whites and blacks in the profession to
the suburbs,

That outward movement has given
suburban whites littie chance to get to
know blacks.

In spite of the movement of the past
decade, Anderson is aware of reoccur-
rences in the mood of society.

“‘A lot of time passes, but not -very
much changes," said Anderson.

The past 50 years have seen similar
movements. In 123, a Florida senator
winted to pass a law bamning inter-
racial marriages. He argued '.tmt
blacks were inferior becsuse their
arms were two inches longer and their
craniums were thicker and less sus-
ceptible to injury.

which were weaved in it slowly ura-
veled,” be sald.

Such actions as the Bakke case and
the recent nmngqahnthemyn(
Detroit’s affirmative action program
are examples of interest in minority
rights slowly diswlving, said Ander-
o0,

“One wondlers if we'Tl stop in time.”

Historically, the Founding Fathers
have compromised on the issue of
equality, Anderson ssid.

Supporting a cityfinanced senior
citizen housing project were Coun-
cilwoman Joanne Smith, who seconded
Opperthauser’s motion, and Coun-
cilman Joe Alkateeb.

Alkateeb, who campaigned agsinst
special zoning for senior housing, sup-
ported the motion, saying self-financ-
ing was the best way to provide hous-
ing for Farmington Hills' elderly.

This proposal is the second in two
weeks to come before the council. The
other is a proposal to build a senior
citizen complex on Orchard Lake
south of Thirteen Mile.

WHILE Alkateeb supported this
week’s proposal, he opposed the
Orchard Lake de because it
would fall under the RCE-1 zoning des-
ignation which allows for a 60-foot
structure. Also woting against the
Orchard Lake site was Councilwoman
Joanne Soronen.

Alk

d O

60 Pages

Twenty-Five Cents

Al
favor a study on the Freedom Road
site, they differ as to what kind of
structure should be built. Alkateeb
hopes the site development will prove
that low-rise senior housing is econom-
ically feasible.

Opperthauser hopes to avoid state
and federal regulations which comes
along with their funding-—low-income
housing and minority quotas.

“By selling bonds we could pass on
the savings to those renting in the
complex,” said Opperthauser. “‘We
would be mthepnsmntogwemnhal
priority to our own residents.”

Opperthauser cited Lincoln Park
which rents to seniors for $125 a month
as an example of what Farmington
Hills could do. By selling bonds, the
Hills could garner lower interest rates
than by going through the banks. The
difference could be between a six per
cent and nine per cent mortgage.

WANT ADS YIELD
COOL CASH

Your neighbor, Mrs. Petillo,
sold her used refrigerator in o
hurry when she advertised in the
classified section of the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers. “We
sold it to the first person who
colled, with na quibbling!” she
said after the successful sale.

Call us today 1o sell your extra
household appliances. You're sure
to like the results you get from
the classifieds in your hometown
newspaper.

DIAL DIRECT
644-1070

Best effort -

That’s what North Farmington’s Tim Mather (15) put forward
against Delmll Codys Comet Greg Williams (15) at this week's

game, the Raiders to the state finals in the 8669 win.
Looking on-is North’s Mike Howley (24). To read more about the
game, turn to the sports section. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

Gloomy budget

faces district

By LYNN ORR

librarian ($23,4%4); an administrati tive

of ion got

its first peek at next year’s £28.5 mil-

Lion budget, $500,000 of which may be
destined for the cutting room fioor.

A projected 11 per cent increase in

Iocal taxes and Stste Equalized Value

(SEV) fails to offset decreases in state

mmending
board cuts, rather than elimination of
‘specific programs.

“TIt was the concensus that we try to
maintain basic programs and make
ofs of a peripheral mature,” Supt.
Lewis Schulman told the board Mon-

day night.
Schulman emphasized that the 1978-
Whldget pmsanedaheadyreﬁ
cuts. Fliminated will be
Mssteachanmﬂamtsuﬁ
three adrainistrative pusiﬂum and
some funds for
Before adoption of the tent

teacher (mwn). two
reading specialist (#4,100); a psychol-
ogist, social warker and speech cor-
rectionist ($20,000); a vocal music con-
sultant ($21,000); an elenientary

$31,:
nance workers (m.nw» and $150,000
in the custodial budget.

An additional $25,000 in the athletic

8 tive position romd out the
items which the board may axe,

Although' the culs are considered
“erucial,” Schulman said adminis-
tration hopes to maintain the current
student-teacher ratio, about 26-1 at the
elementary level,

Board members saw few opportu-
rities to make additional cuts, other
than those recommended by the
administration.

bemme of restrictions an other pro-
S:eual Ed&mﬁm Director Grdam

1 support special education, but 1
guess I look at a 38 per cent increase
&nd I see something wrong,” Shpiece
sald.

Treasurer Richard Wallace sugges-
ted that it might be time to cansider

{Continued on page 16A)




