Desegregation suit haunts suburban schools

‘The spector of the Detroit school de

lawsuit continues to haunt suburban school
administrators.

In Wayne and Oakland counties, it is particu-
larly evident where fasi-growing school districts
serving rapidly-expanding new suburban commu-
nities abut aging districts with declining
enrollments.

. Sharing of facilities is a potential solution to the
increasing financial burdens faced by both kinds of
school systems.

. But suburban school adminstrators are wary of
the potential xmphmuons on the desegregration
suit still pending.

A case in point is the neighboring districts of
Plymouth-Canton and Livonia.

Plymouth-Canton is struggling to find available
classroom space for the steady influx of new stu-
dents each year, especially from Canton Town-
ship. Livonia, on the other hand, is closing school
buildings and converting them to other uses.

Except for the school desegregation suit, an
obvious solution for both districts would be for the

. Plymouth-Canton district to rent or buy classroom
space from Livonia—particularly schools being
vacated near the borders of the two districts.

But school administrators are concerned that
any busing of students between districts would
weaken the suburban position that local taxpayers
have a right to expect neighborhood schools, and
should not have their children bused outside the
district for purposes of achieving racial
integration.

If busing across district lines were done to avoid
building new schools in Plymouth-Canten, the fed-
eral courts likely would be more inclined to
. assume similar cross-district busing could be
accomplished to achieve racial integration
between Detroit Public Schools and suburban
school districts. At least that is the fear of school
administrators.

JOHN M. HOBEN, superintendent of Plymouth-
Canton Commumity Schools, has considered buying
or leasing vacated schools from Livonia.

In fact, in late February a meeting was held
between administrators of the two districts.

Administrators toured two schools which could
be used by Plymouth-Canton. Whether they will
depends, in part, on the feelings of both superin-
tendents on how such an exchange might affect
liability in the school desegregation lawsuit still
pending in federal district court.,

LAST YEAR a multi-million dollar bond issue
for new construction was defeated by Plymouth-
Canton voters. In April the board is seeking voter
approval of another bond issue, % mill, for con-
structton and expansion of ting buildings. But
the central administration is very cautious about
going the new construction route out of fear they,
too. will be stuck with empty buildings once enroll-
ment declines during the next decade.

A few months ago, Supt. Hoben discussed with
school trustees the possibilities of buying or rent-
ing space from Livonia or Wayne-Westland school
districts.
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At that time, Hoben cautioned that it would not
be a good political move as parents would be
unhappy about having their children bused five to
10 miles.

Hoben then added that another concern was the
legal implications such arrangements would have

Two years ago when Livonia vacated buildings
dose to the Plymouth border, discussions also
were held on the possibility of a purchase or rental
arrangement. At that time, the Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education opted to go for a bond issue
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With defeal of that bond issue, and families still and views
pouring into Canton, the idea of using one or two
Livonia schools has again surfaced. comes
Hoben said different opinions are given by your
attorneys as to the legal implications on the school
desegregation lawsuit of busing between suburban way
districts. But both the Michigan Association of
Sthool Boards and the Michigan Association of when you
School Administrators advise against such a move,
“We aren’t even close to a decision on whether read
to use Livonia buildings,” Hoben stressed.
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FAST THINKING CINDY KOLKE
SAVED OVER 5100 BY BUYING HER CAR
BEFORE MARCH 3ist.

INEWICAR
MORIEY SAILE.

( AMOUNT
Amount YOU SAVE on
Financed FINANCE Amount of 36 Month | 9.76% vs
Alter a 20% CHARGE Note Payments | 11.96% APR.
Oown Payment for 36 mos.
$3,000 $472.20 | $3.472.20 | $ 96.45 | $112.68
$4,000 $629.96 | 34,629.96 | $128.61| $149.76
$5,000 $787.36 | $5,787.36 | $160.76 | $187.56
$6,000 $944.40 | $6.944.40 | $192.90 | $225.36

We have also reduced the rates on new car loans
with extended terms, Details on these loans are available at all
our offices, or ask your dealer.

Sale ends Mar. 31 |

Cindy Kolke...marketing manager...head
of a department of nine salesmen...college
graduate (the hard way, through 9 years
of night school)... a very decisiveyoung
lady who knows how to watch for the
right opportunity and take advantage
of it.

So when Cindy decided to buy a new
car, she started by shopping carefully.
Not just for the car...but also for the
money to buy it. That was the begin-
ning of another smart move . .. for
Cindy and us. Because, just
about the time Cindy was start-
ing her shopping, we were start-
ingour New Car Money Sale.

We're Cindy’s bank. Manufac-
turers Bank. And (like the other banks -
of Manufacturers National Corporation
listed below) we just made a substantial reduction in the in-
terest rates on our auto loans. For example, with the required .,
20% down payment the interest on a 36 month loan has been
reduced from 11.96% AnnuAL PERCENTAGE RATE t0 9.76% AnnuAL
perceNTAGE RATE. For Cindy, this meant a savings of over $100.
An opportunity that was too good to pass up.

So she borrowed her new car money from us. And that's the
whole idea. We figure if we make life better for young people
like Cindy now...they’ll make life better for us later on. Maybe
our New Car Money Sale can do the same thing for you. Check
the chart on the left to see how much you can save. Then ask
us, or your dealer for the money to buy your new car. But hurry.
Sale ends March 31st.
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