‘But split along party lines

- Senators argue merits of wiretaps

By TIM RICHARD
Local state senators split along
party lines in voting to kill a pair of
bills that would allew law enforcement
officials to wiretap suspected major
narcotics

They disagmeti on the effectiveness
of wiretapping and on the danger to
civil liberties.

Democrats Daniel Cooper of Oak
Park, William Faust of Westland and
Bill S. Huffman of Madison Heights
voted with the 25-12 majority to send
the bills back to the judiciary com-
mittee.

Republicans Donald Bishop of Roch-
ester and R. Robert Geake of North-
ville voted against sending the bills
back to committee, where chairman
Basil Brown (D-Highland Park) is
almost certain to kill them.

New science center
features 3-D films

A space theater. the first of its type
in the mid-west, is the highlight of the
Detroit Science Center which recently
opened in Detroit's Cultural Center.

The center consists of three basic
floor levels: ground, plaza or entry
level, and exhibit floor. The 250-tiered
seat space theater is on the ground
level and has a 67%2-foot hemispherical
projection dome. The domed screen
almost completely surrounds the view-
ers with action, color and sound. Pro-
grams in three-dimensional depth are
made possible through a 70mm Omni-
max projector with a fish-eye lens.
The effect gives the illusion of being

. suspended in space.

. "Cosmos,” a film which tells the
story of man. midpoint between the
atom and the stars, is presently shown

* In the theater. Viewers see time com-

- *pressed—five billion years into 30 sec-
onds—as they wilness the violent for-

:* mation of Earth.

‘The top level of the 36,250-square
foot building provides a wide spectrum

no change in the statistics on drug-
related crimes or use of drugs. and
there have been huge amounts of
imported Mexican heroin. even with
wiretapping.

“AS A BASIC principle, I'm against
wiretapping,” said Cooper, whose dis-
trict includes the Southfield and Farm-
ington communities. )

“In the 14 years I've been here, I've
seen the spectrum: The law enforce-
ment people feel every new tool is the both
answer to their problems. But you Geake, whose district includes
have to weigh what you lose against  Plymouth, Livonia and Redford Town-
what you can gain. The good is min-  ship. _ )
imal compared to the loss. . “1 believe it may be a useful tool in

“The feds have had wiretapping catching top-level drug dealers. They
authorizations for years and years.  keep themselves insulated from street
There's not been one major (federalt transactions. Police officers posing as
drug bust in Michigan. addiets to make a buy can't gel to

I have a report from the New York em,”

“I SUPPORTED both bills.” said

“1 PERSONALLY opposed both
bills,"” said Faust, the senate majority
leader whose district includes Garden
City and Canton Township.

“It's an invasion of privacy. Where
major narcotics dealers are known,
federal officials have the right to wire-
tap. Any dealer that big has got to
cross state lines. They have the tools
now.

*The question of who would actually
do the wiretapping was not addressed
in the bills.” Faust added. *County
prosecutors would petition the court
for warrants, but there's nothing spe-
cific about who would actually do it

Corrections Department and New The bills ined p safe-
York Bar Association. New York State  guards, Geake said. Police agencies or
has had this kind of a law since 1973.  law enforcement officials would have
and it has been an abyssmal failure.”  to go through the state attorney gen-
said Cooper. eral’s office for an “electronic inter-
He said the New York report showed  ception warrant.” The warrant could
be granted only by a three-judge panel
from the State Court of Appeals

Officials applying for a warrant
would have to give details establishing
a probable cause for suspecting drug
dealings, describing toe place or fines
to be tapped and the time period in
which they would work. They would
also have to show they first used nor-
mal investigative procedures befopre
asking for wiretaps.

Supporting the bills were the Mich-
gian Association of Chiefs of Police.
the Prosecuting Attorneys Association.
the District Judges Association, the
Michigan State Police, the Michigan
Sheriffs Association and the Detroit
police narcotics section.

posed were the Communications
Workers of America union. the Mich-
igan Council on Alcohol Problems and
the State Court of Appeals. The
appeals court wanted to remain in that
work, and not become a court of origi-
nal jurisdiction, issuing wiretapping
warrants.

of “hands-on" science exhibits in such
areas as electronics, geology. physics.
mathematics and space. There are
also exhibits on loan from the Ameri-
can Medical Association and NASA.
Twenty live and programmed audio-
visual presentations on science topics
are offered in the demonstration thea-
ter of the exhibit hall.

The center is at jhe corner of John R
and Warren. It is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday: 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday; noon to § p.m. Sunday:
and 7-9:30 p.m. Thursday and Satur-
day evenings.

Admission is $2 per person except
children of kindergarten age or
younger who are charged $1. A park-
ing lot s located at the north side of
the building at John R and Far-
nsworth. Charge is 75 cents.

‘The center began as a pilot oper-
ation in 1970 with a $2.5 million grant
from the D.M. Ferry Jr. Trustee Corp.

1!1 1975 a campaign was started
which raised an additional $1.3 million
from business and industry.
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“Another thing that botkered me
was that this bill called for a three-
judge panel at the court o appeals
level. It's conceivable that the persons
who authorized the bugging would be
catled on later to hear the (defend-
ant’s) appeal.”

BISHOP, WHOSE district includes
West Bloomfield. Birmingham-
Bloomfield and part of Troy. sup-
ported the bills.

It would have been an effective toot
to get at the source of drug dealing. It
would be no panacea, but it could help
to gel to the big pushers.”

Bi;

lly go off the books alter sev-
eral years if it were found ineffective
or undesirable by the legislature.

Sponsor of the bills is State Rep.
Paul Rosenbaum (D-Battle Creek),
who has taken a lot of heat in his own
party for initiating the wiretapping
measures.

Rosenbaum is planning to seek the
Democratic nomination for the U.S.
Senate. He has promised to campaign

against any state senator wh) doesn't
support his bill
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Be In fashion this spring. . .Choose from
a dozen fashion tints to compliment you
and your glasses...up to an $11.00 value
FREE! All you do is purchase your
frames and plastic prescription lenses
from one of our Optical Centers at our
low prices!
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Welcome spring with our linen and wool sporteoat,
colorfully synonymous with the season. Combine it
with properly accessorized accoutrements and enjoy
the feeling of being properly attired.

Orchard Mall. Orchard Loke Road
Norh of Maple. West Bloomfield. 851-9444
Open Thursday and Friday 19 PM
Most major credit cards honored




