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By ETHEL SIMMONS
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Inspiration came from a true story

Former Detroiter Milan Stitt is the
successful playwright whose heavy
drama "‘The Runner Stumbles™ con-
tinues its Michigan premiere- run
through March 19 at Meadow Brook
‘Theatre.

Interviewed recently in the Green
Room of the theater, on the Oakland
University campus, the 37-year-old
playwright was just as happy to recall
fond memories in the Detroit ngetro-
politan area ss he was to discuss his
stage dchieve

Stitt said he first llved in Detroit and

later, after his parents moved to Pon-
tiac, “sold popcorn at the Miracle
Mile.” Stitt’s father, Howard, and

stepmother, Madeline, now live in Bir-

“The Runner Stumbles,” a searing
drama of a priest and nun in an iso-
lated northern Michigan community,
ran six months on Broadway last year.
“Jt has had 1,000 productions arcund
the world since then,” Stitt said.

STITT BASED his play on the true
story of a priest who went on trial for
the death of a young mun.

ones in his seri)

cally.”

church yard now,
to see her grave.”

“It intrigued me how such a thing
could have happened,” he said. It hap
pened, rdmg to Stitt, because of

Stitt said he wanted to discover what
kind of man would be involved in a sit-
uation that would end in murder. The
play is as much a.story of two gods—

e and love—as it is a love

story, he said.
Describing himself as ‘“‘a fallen-
away Methodist,” helusedhlsimagina-

tion to fill ot the play's dramatic
details. He read actual court tran-
scripts later, out of curiousity,
found six lines that were identical to

He also discovered, “The church
really is on a hill looking down at the
town. For me, it works metaphori-

Stitt said the town where the

incident happened, at the turn of the

century, was named Isadore. Because

of the play, tourists have been flocking
there and the town changed its name.

“We must tell everyone it’s Cedar,”

said. “The nun is buried in the

and

and tours are asking

Pphoto by Douglas Bauman

Playwright Milan Stitt !alks about “The Runner
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Banque! Facilities

GERMAN AND AMERICAN FOODS
GERMAN BEER AND COCKTAILS
DAILY LUNCHEON AND DINNER SPECIALS
OPEN MON - SAT. 11:30

THEATRES

ALVAROS DOWNSTAIRS — 14 Mile Road
.just West of Crooks, Royal Oak. “The
Boytriend". Broadway Musical. Fridays and
- Saturdays at 7:00. Choice of two dinner
entrees. $15.00 per person, sit-down dinner.

BOTSFORD INN - 28000 Grand River, Farm-
ington Hills. “Two Gentlemen of Verona™.
Broadway Musical. Thursdays at 7:00 and Sun-
days at 6:00. $15.00 per person.

MACHUS-MR. MAC'S STABLE - 1 Parklane
Towers, Dearborn (across from Fairlane). "How
to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying™.
Broadway Musical. Fridays and Saturdays at
7:00. Choice of two dinner entrees. $16.50 per
person, sit-down dinner.

“VENICE OF THE WQOODS — 9361 Cooley
- Lake, Union Lake. "Guys and Dolls”. Broadway
- Musical. Fridays and Saturdays at 7:00. Choice
[='of two dinner entrees. $14.00 per person, sit-
[ Mown dinner. Now open for lunch Monday
“~through Friday.
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For Group Sales call Greg

BEGINNING THURSDAY, MARCH 9th

DINNER THEATRE

Janus Co. Presents

Neil Simons’
PLAZA SUITE
&

7 fo 10:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday

INCLUDES: PRIME RIS 54 6%
DINNER AND SHOW per
BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

e L

THE ROMAN TERRACE

1S COOKING UP
SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR
YOU THE ENTIRE

MONTH OF MARCH!

To celebrate our 5th
Anniversary we are
offering special 7 course

1\; ,} w, dinners for two.

i+ Celebrate with us
2 by making your

Ask about ot apaciat uncheon meres and“two lor one“cocktall hour,
13 something Lo caiebratel

lnciudes salad, potsio and
! m:b‘
Featuring
« RED SNAPPER and PRIME RI3

Gur Menu includes 2 varkty
of Steaks and Seafood iteins

Brass Lamp

852-0550
@l 2686 CROOKS RD. . of M-59, AUBURN HTS.

@I

¢ . RESTAURANT #&

cvery Friday & Seturday

o -
[ JADANESE STEAKHOUSE (ol
SEXOVIC COCKYAILS o =
Carry-outs on Chinese food Closed Mondays

1

MOY'S |

Jitigayist

CANTONESE & AMERICAN FCCD

CHINESE: LUNCHEON 114.M. 3P.M.

3 JAPANESE: LUNCHEON 11 4.M.-2P.ML, DINNER 5:9:30 P.AL, FRI. & SAT. Tl 10:30 P M

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE. LIVENIA
Res'.rvzunns Accepted 427 =317T

Atively graup playing favorite disco
and Top 40 tunes for your fistening
and dancing pleasure
through February 25.
Monday thru Thursday from 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday from 9
Midweek Features Wednesday (Screwdriver night)
and Thursday (Tequita night).

Northfseld Hiltan [nn
5500 Crooks Rd. at I35
Troy, Michigan 48098
1313) 8792100
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Learn How
foresee lucky

Astrology is
ENCE of the

The Mayflower Bookshop Presents:

ASTROLOGY CLASS

Beginning this Sunday, 7 p.m., for 6 weeks

to Interpret the Astrological chart,
times, events, cycles and karma.

Each student will receive their own Astrolo-
gical chart and get a personal reading. instruc-
tor: Robert Thibodeau

the HUMAN POTENTIAL SCI-
FUTURE!

MAYFLOWER ANNEX
Alpha-Omega
352 N. Woodward
Birmingham
for more information
Call 644-1010 or LI 8-1941
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HOTEL

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Rino, will personally
oversee all arrangements and details.

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomficld Hills
564-5144
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Weekend in’lbronto(5
$37.37 ...

Spend an exciting weekend in the elegant Park
Plaza and take in one of the greatcities of the world.
Just steps from our door you'll find many of the fine
boutiques, restaurants, clubs, galleries and museums
that have made Toronto a visitor's paradise.

Our special weekend price includes luxury accom-
modations Friday and Saturday evenings, Saturday
brunch and a delicious continental breakfast on Sunday
in the famous Prince Arthur Room.

644-1400

YPIITIN

For reservations, write or phone toll-free
1-800-323-7500 The Park Plaza, 4 Avenue Road,
Toronto, Ontario. M5R 2E8 Phone: (416) 924-5471 or
see your travel agent.

*based on double occupancy.

Park Plaza Hote! Toronto
We've never forgotten what a fine hote! shouid be.
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Serving the finest in

Y

Chinese & American Cuisine

Dinner Hra.:

Enjoy Merrick’'s New Menu
At the Exciting American Center!

NOW OPEN

FOR
SATURDAY LUNCHEONS

11:30 to 3 p.m.)

FOR RESERVA’I('IONS AND EASY TO. FOLLOW
pIRecTIONs CALL 353-8144

‘Tues. thra Sat.
from 5:30 p.ua.

Mon. thro Sat.
11:30 to 3 pom.

Lunch:

a deligntful dining experisnce
in the Mercantile Building
American Center, Southfield

Performance Dates: March 12, March 19, April 2, April 9, April 22, April 30|
Complete Dinner - Choice of Two Entrees. $12.95

* Luncheons ® Dinners * Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Opaen 7 days.c week
Mon.. -'lhun 1 n.m.-lo pm.; Fri.'1} e,m.—ll pm.
12-1 pim; Sun. 13-10 p.m.

TR T

469 S. Woodword Birmipgham
% T T 644-2013 é

at The Mayflower

SUNDAY-DINNER
THEATRE | ke

Experience the New Sunday Dinner Theatre at the Mayflower, complete
with fiterally everything from “Soup to Nuts”. Relax in the comfort of the
Mayflower Meeting House, be seated and served the same Fine Foods we've
been serving at the Mayflower for fifty vears. Dinner starts at 6:30 P.M.
Lights go on the Players at 8 P.M. See the performance of “A Gentleman
and a Scoundral”, directed by Patricia Bray of the Plymouth Theatre
Guild. Sit back, relax, and see how Great it ls! .
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Reservations Limited: Phone 453-1620

MilEnEd, )
MEETING
HOUSE

Phone 453-1620
Ann Arbor Trail at Main Street
Plymouth, Michigan ]




