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‘Tonight’ star comes to area

‘Gimme a little drum roll, Ed’

By CRAIG PIECHURA

You've all heard the “Tonight
Show" drummer punctuate an obvious
punch line with a rim shot or a rap on
the cow bell, right?

_Or, a dizy starlet with only two vis-
ible attributes might stroll across the

there—Abe let him out of the log cabin
tonight'—veferring to my sideburns.

“Or the ommm I added a little
‘cha-chink-boom’ during Johnny's
monologue and he turned to me -and”
said, ‘Where does it say in the script,
‘Drummer makes furny noise?"

“So 1 hold up a blank piece of paper
and say, ‘Right here.””

But Ed isn’t in the

stage to a ‘‘boom-chukka-boom,
boom-boom-boom
of her talents.

The man responsible for that rude
thythm is Ed Shaughnessy, staff
d;\nnmer on Johmy Carson’s late-
night talk show for the past 14 years.

And what does he get for it? Insults
from Don Rickles and a comfortable
home in Woodland Hills, Calif.

Shaughnessy brovght his drumsticks
to Canton Township Friday afternoon
for a free drum clinic at Arnoldt Wil-
liams® Music.

Although he's proudest of his work
with the likes of Camt Basie, Tony
Bermett, Peggy Lee and Duke Elling-
ton, Shaughnessy is more familiar to
viewers for adding a *‘cha-chink-
boom" to Johnny's one-liners.

“The funniest incidents usuaily hap-
pen when Don Rickles is on the show,”
Shaughnessy explains.

“He'll make a comment about the
Irish and do a little jig and we'll join
in. Of course, that brings a barrage of
insults to the band.

“RICKLES MIGHT turn to me and
say ‘That’s Abe Lincoln’s son over

music business for laughs or the occa-
sional on-air appearances.

He's there because he knows how to
play any type of music and is consid-
ered one of the best big-band drum-
mers in the business.

He made a Micligan tour last week
as representative for a drum com-
pany. John Williams, vice-president of
the music store, contacted the musi-
cian’s union and the local studios to let
drummers know Shaughnessy was

And there was a good turnout Friday
afternoon among members of the per-
cussion fraternity, Shaughnessy didn’t
dazzle the crowd with a 20-minute
drum solo, he taught the drummers
technique and style.

“I try to answer spedfic questions
from drummers,” he said. “‘Let’s say
a person is having a problem with a
weak left hand: that's a common prob-
lem because your right hand is
stronger and quicker. I'd tell them to
practice one right and three lefts (raps
once, then three limes) a thousand
times each day. It works wonders.”

SHAUGHNESSY DIDN'T audition
for the Tonight Show, he was asked to
join. First he declined, figuring studio
work was a good living and all he
coutd handle. He gave it a try, though,
14 years ago, and has beem at it
since—undoubtedly appearing on the
Tonight Show more than its often-
ahsent host.

He still manages to do some record-
ings—with artists such as jazz singer
Tony Bennett and soft-rocker Steven
Bishop. This May, Shaughnessy will
release a record of his own under the
moniker, “Ed 's Energy

other and with each other.

“For a musician, it is no fun to do a
layered recording where I go in first
and lay down the rhythm seclion. They
get that finished and the next day they
bring in a bass part and the guys have
to listen to our tracks on heidphones.
Maybe the third day they bring in the
saxaphone and strings. It rever has
the impact of a band playing together.
It doesn't have the same spark. But
it's a producer's dream."

More musicians are getting away
from this sterile-technological type of
says.

Force."

‘The big band record will be cut live
in the studio using a process called
“direct-to-disc."

In this process, records are cut as
they're being recorded. Sound quality
is Improved because the records are
“original” recordings, not a dupli-
cation from a master disc. There is no
dubbing over or “layering" of tracks.

“Some of the guys in the band are a
little intimidated by the process,”
Shaughnessy said. *“They asked, ‘What
if I make a clam (sour note)?"

“It all goes down on the disc, just
like a concert. I told ‘em. It's your

THIS METHOD of recording,
Shaughnessy feels, captures the
impact and spark of a full band
because everyone is playing off each

Asked what kind of music he plays
at home, Shaughnessy said that for
professional reasons he tries to keep
up with Top 40 because. undoubtedly,
artists will do current numbers when
they appear on the show. A case in
point is the innumerable versions of
“I'm a Rhinestone Cowboy™ per-
formed on the Tonight Show.

But, aside from the time-tested pros
like Peggy Lee, Duke Ellingion, Tony
Bemnett and Court Basie, Shaughnessy
said he listens to progressive jazz art-
ists such as Chick Corea and Herbie
Hancock at home.

**But I don't like to narrow down my
taste. 1 listen to everything. Indian
music (tabla and sitar) is a personal
favorite of mine.”

With that comment, Shaughnessy
took a brown Sherman's cigarette out
of his brown leather jacket ind went
back to the drums to play some blues.

Drummer in the NBC
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FOR OUT OF THIS WORLD
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er in the ““Tonight Show" orchestra, Ed Shaughnessy
showed his licks in Canton Friday afternoon. (Staff photo by Gary

WE INVITE
COMPARISON

that we have the
finest establishment available that we

Two sing with Albion

Two Farmington
voices will be heard
among_the 72-voice
Albion College Choir dur-
ing its six-week sixth
annual spring tour.

Catherine Bennett,
soprano, daughter of the
Rev. and Mrs. Gerald L.
Bennett, 21205 Robin-
.wood, Farmington, and
Mark Ziemba, bass, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Ziemba, 20036 Raven-
;scroft, Farmington Hills
+will participate in the
S tour.

! ‘The choir. under the
«direction of music

Melvin S. Larimer, will
be touring Chicago,
Cleveland and around
the Detroit area.

All for mom

A teacher from Phila-
delphia was a moving
force behind the estab-
lishment of Mother’s

y.
Anna M. Jarvis con-

The Great American Shoe
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ducted a countrywide
letter-writing  campaign
to gain backing for the
idea. It was a success,
and by 1912, moms in the
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want you to visit any center in the
area and then ours—if you want the

best.

WE WELCOME
YOUR VIgIT

70 OU
CONVENIENT
NORTHWEST

LOCATION
We are only 7 minutes from Northville, 10
minules from Farmington, Farmington Hills
and Livonia, 15 minutes from Dearborn, 20
minutes from Southlield, West Bloomiield and
Ann Arbor
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48 states had their own
.department chairman y.
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31960 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON HILLS, MI.
Phone: 553-0120

DETROIT LOCATIGN:
18570 GRAND AIVER AVE  Prone. 836-3752

/ Authorized Dealer, Gitizen Watch

ELRY e REPAIR e REMOUNTING
WATCH e CLOCK REPAIR

23 33425 Grand River Suite B1SIDE ENTRANCE
o Mon-Sat. 9:30-5:30
- CLOSED WEDNESDAY

Allstate’s
new office at
|33181 .
Grand River

Farmington

| i Closer by to help

' you more. {;\ »

Find out how we may
be able to help save
you time and bother
with almost any insur-
ance need. From life to
business to boat to auto.
Just stop in and meet
us. ) X
We can give you some Lo
neighborly advice about
Allstate value. See you
soon?

Phone: 478-7300
Hours: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Bruce Lamb
Bob Faber
Tim McDonald
Roy Van Zandt

Alistate

You're in good hands.
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Livonia
Hardware...

wood if you use your fire-
place as often as you should. These gas logs
with character add flexibility in stacking the
wood and have a 7 year guarantee. Also
included is THE DELUXE EMBER KIT.

Save Up to

at the best prices
SKI & TENNIS BARN

Farminglon  Port Huron
0TIOMIIS 1002 Lopeer
ol Grand Rree 1010 & Lopwar
A70-9494 984-5222
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MASTERCHARGE e VISA » DINERS CLUB CENTER
105 haggerty road
Souren Jewelry plymouth, michigan 48170 5\ .
477-1908 phone {313} 455.0510 kS \b
DRAKESHIRE SHOPPING CENTER Day Care. Vacation Care, £xtengea Care |5 A
35167 Grand River, Farmington AHEALTH SAVING SERVICES FACiLiTy fCS ]

n By Stone Afts, Inc.

24" MODEL

9995

Reg. $114.95

PAPER LOG
ROLLER

Bench
Model
6721

1988

5 Mile at Farmington
| GA21155—9371611 S

OPEN DAILY 9a.m~9p.m. SUNDAY 10a.m.— e.m.

| How much did you pay in

| checking account service

: charges last month?

Checking accaunll stalements are usually mailéd about this time

each month and it is easy to delermine your cost (if any) as the
service charge is normaily listed as a separate item.

Compare this cost to Metro Bank's low checking account service
charges that are easily understood and apply to both business and
personal checking accounts: ’

Accounts averaging
over $299.00
NO CHARGE ;

Accounts averaging
under $299.00

$2.50 per month

If you are now paying service charges greater than $2.50 per
month a Metro:Bank checking account can save you mone:
Accounts can be opened easily and qui y at e 53
Bank’s offices serving the Farmington Community.

Low Checking Account
Service Charges-one more
good reason to bank with

Metro Bank

-METROPOLITAN NATIONAL BANK

OF FARMINGTON
FARMINGTON'S ONLY COMMUNITY BANK
Locally owned-Locally Managed-Locally Staffed

57% l:;nwor?fgg; Telephone 553-4200 43208 Rl
MEMBER - FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION ::>> ’
' » : Soloo b
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