A leaping Daran Armslrnng looks for an open teammate or a little room to shoot while driving the

tane.

Kimball overcomes
Birmingham Groves
in tournament thriller

By BRAD EMONS

The magic carpet ride finally came
to a halt for Birmingham Groves in
the regional final at Southfield-Lath-
rup Friday.

The much taller and more physical
Royal Oak Kimball squad came
through with a big fourth quarter to
stop the gutty and determined Bir-
mingham team, 66-60 before a packed
crowd of 2,500.

The methodical Groves team found
themselves down only 4544 with just

left in the contest after Ali Ucar
hit a jumper from the baseline.

Kimball then ripped off 12 straight
points in the next two minutes to vir-
tually put the game away,

Reserve guard Sam Abro did most
of the damage in that stretch for Kim-

| as he canned three long jumpers,
He came off the bench to score 10
points.

Point-guard Matt Tamm hit the
other six points, four on free throws to
give the Knights a commanding 57-44
advamage with 4:15 to go.

“They hit well from the outside in
the fourth quarter and that was the
difference.” said Groves coach Jay
Schwalm,

“We p]ayed a good ball game and
I'm not disappointed at all with our
performance,” Schwalm said.

Not to be denied, Groves would not
quit in the last four minutes.

UCAR, WHO finished the evening
with a game-high 27 points, scored six
straight points to pull the Falcons to
within seven point, 57-50, with 3:20 left.

Kimball went into its delay offense
and forced Groves to foul.

The Knights canned seven of 10 free
throws in the last 2:50, keeping Groves
no closer than five points.

Ucar’s acrobatic drive with 21 sec-
onds remaining closed the gap to 63-58,
but thereafter, Kimball controlled the
ball and secured its first-ever regional
title,

“Groves played well and was really
prepared,” said Kimball coach Chuck
Jones.

Jones complimented the play of his

whole team but particularly Abro, who
he said. *has been doing a job for us
all year.”
Kimball, now 232 overall, faces
tournament-tough Pontiac Central in a
Class A quarterfinal at the University
of Detroit’s Calhan Hall Wednesday.

‘e have scrimmaged Pontiac Cen-
tral and [ doutt we'll plan to run with
them,” said Jones. whose team is
noted for getting down the court in a
hurry themseives.

John Gervais, a 6-5 senior forward,
led a well-balanced Kimball attack
with 15 points. Dave Rowland, a mus-
cular 63 forward, added 14, but could
on]){ tally one free throw in the second
half.

ROWLAND COLLECTED 13 in the
first half but was stopped cold in the
fast two quarters by Groves' 6-4 Dan
Bertelson.

“Bert did a good job on Rnwland in
the second halr said Schwalm.

Kimball guard Bruce Browme who
notched 13 points, hit three straight
baskets opening the third quarter to
stake his club to a 33-24 lead at 6:57.
He scored his points shooting j jumpers
from approximately 20-30 feet against
Groves' sticky zone defense.

Kimball enjoyed a 4340 lead starting
the fourth period after 6-9 center Fred
Tyrell. bothered with the flu, tipped in
a missed teammates” shot with 17 sec-
onds remaining.

Groves never led in the second half.
‘They were down, 23-24, at halftime.

With both teams tight at the start,
Groves took a brief 9-6 edge on Bill
RJkErS long jumper at 2:40 of the first

K.|mbal| scored six points after
Riker scored, taking a 129 lead begin-
ning the second quarter.

Staying ahead much of the second
penod Kimball outscored Groves. 17-

Gmues shot 23 of 50 for 46 per cent
from the floor while Royal Oak hit 24
of 58 shots for 41 per cent.

The big Kimball squad only out-
rebounded Groves, 35-31. as Gervais,

Rowland and Bertelson each grabbed
nine rebounds.

RIKER AND UCAR combined for 14
assists for the Falcons while Tamm
dished off six for Royal Oak.

Groves slow tempo offensively
seemd lo both Kimball much of the

e as Schwalm directed his team to
work for the high percentage shot and
overload the Kimball zone defense.

“We had to work hard to get off a
good shot because they double-teamed
the ball a lot. especially in the first
quarter, Schwalm said.

Riker and senior guard Rusty Lie-
betrau hit key shots from the outside
against the Kimball zone. Ligbetrau
finished with nine points and Riker
eight

Liebetrau was instrumental in the
Falcons' win over highly-touted War-
ren Fitzgerald Wednesday in the first
round of the Lathrup regional.

Ucar., the main force behind Groves®
cinderella showing in the tournament,
with his 27 points against Kimball,
eclipsed a single-season school scoring
record.
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Southfield succumbs
to Catholic Central ‘6’

By TOM BAER

Coach Art Carinci stood in front of
the empty Southfield High bench and
watched the Detroit Catholic Central
hockey players receive their Tier I
state regional trophy.

“I wish they'd tumn off the score-
board," he said witha mgl

A glance at the green still
I.@ﬂedh!gh abnvemearlolme()sk

Park Arena, showed the reason for his
amoyance. The scoreboard read:
Catholic Central 8, Southfield 0.

Southfield, which had campiled a

e reg\l]ar-saum record before
coming on strong in the state tourna-
ment, finished its season at 13-120

ported to Sault Ste. Marie for the state
this week.
Inatead, it'll be coach
's

lic
the best team we've played this seat

son,” Cari8ei said “They pressured
right from the start. They kept us bat-
tled up in our own end.”

THE SHAMROCKS enjoyed a 48-24
advantage in shots on goal. Center
Mike McLean scored a three-goal hat
trick — two tallies coming back to
back in the first period, and another
coming at 7: -38 of the second period —
and one assist. Linemate Sean Duffey
scomda a goal and assisted on two

ocuidauiudamgemueﬁmm
periods. No goals were scored in the
third, and that’s surprising. Southfield,
pdung up eight mimes in penalties,
gave the Shamrocks mmerious power-
Pplay opportunities.

Last Thursday, Southfield earned a
shot at CC by whipping host Oak Park
High, 3-1.

Southfield center Bill Kiefiuk and
linemate Tom Pietila produced a pair
of goals in the first Kiefiuk
scored from Pletila at 5:50, and Pietila
scored from Kiefiuk abott three min-
utes laler Plema seored agdin at 2:49

of the third period with the assist
g(lngloDo Kindervater.
Harry Greenblat scored Ozk Park’s

goal at 8:48 of the final stanza.

“This was a total team effort,"
Carinci said. “'If we play together like
that, we win games. If not, we lose.”

Southfield outshot Oak Park, 45-25.
Peter Smith, Oak Park’s freshman
goalie, was impressive in withstanding
the Blue Jay puck barrage. *“We were

his net for most of the
game,” Carinci said. *“That was prob-
ably the best goaltending I've seen all
season.”"
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Cold 4th quarter spells
defeat for Rocket cagers

By DOUG FUNKE

Westland John Glenn’s excellent
baskethall season ended Friday when
the Rockets were defeated by Detroit
Mackenzie, 63-56, in the final of the
Livonia Franklin Class A Basketball

Glenn, which advanced farthest of
all Observer-area teams along the
toumament trail and which gained a
spot in the regicnal finals for the first
time ever, did not fall without a fight.

‘The Rockets penetrated a variety of
Mackenzie zone defenses during the
first half for easy layups, while the
Stags’ main weapan was Keith Smith.

Smith, deadly with an outside jump
shat, scored 17 of Mackenzie's 34 first-
half wmts over Glenn's zone defense

scored within the first three minutes of
the opening tip-off, but center stage
clearly belonged to Smith.

‘The Rockets, in the bonus free-throw
situation during the entire second
period, comecla:l on slx of seven from

mission, 34-33. Glen trailed after the
first quarter, 21-17.

‘The Rockets, however, were as cold
from the free -throw line during the
thmipenod as they were hot in the

Glem made only three of nine from
the line during the third quarter, but
still remained in contention, trailing
only 5250 going into the final eight
mimues.

The roof caved in on the Rockets’
during the finale, as coach Gordon
Davis' crew couldn't buy 2 field goal
against Mackenzie's rugged zone.
Glenn couldn’t get inside and made
only one of 10 shots during the fourth.

Robert McLaurin completed a three-
point play and Smith quickly followed
with a long field goal to make Glenn's
deficit seven points only 1:42 into the
fourth period.

The Stags went to a delayed offense
at the start of the fourth period and
changed to a four-comner midway
tthn;kmyx, further complicating Glenn's

“We just didn't kit when we came
down three of four times in a row in
the fourth quarter,” said Davis. “‘Free
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throws have been winning ball gam
for us but tonight, we just dldn’l con-

‘It was tough to get second shots
against them. They defensed us tough,
1t was a good team effort from every-

(FNC

one. I thought the kids played just as
hard as they could,” said Davis.

“They only lost two since Christmas,
to Salem and the other to these people.
job’mﬁ's not bad. They did a tremendous

Glenn coach Gordon Davis encourages his charges during a time-
out strategy session. (Staff photos by Art Emanuel)

Don't just

el

rving free champagne to adults in

t on all winter nonstops from Detroit to
- Florida. including our thrifty Night Coaches.

You also get a sizzling charbroiled filet mignon
on all brunch nonstops.

toFlorida.

\Emov"' DELTA

Enjoy extra comfort on Delta’s Wide-Ride
i L1011 TriStars. You fly in a™living room”
) cabin thats a full 8 feet high and almost 19
feet wide. With your own Z-channel sterco.

Enjoy service by the Delta professionals,

like Flight Attendant
% Janis Prater. below.
i

Enjoy choosing

Enjoy a"Suntan”Dream Vacation. 8 days.
7 nights, 396 to $285 plus air fare. Includes
Miami Beach or Ft.Lauderdale hotel. extras.
too. Price depends on where you stay. Add
78,

applwnhlc taxes. Effective to April 15.]
rgent

Enjoy Delu;s money-saving fares. No other
airline beats our low fares to Florida. Fly any
night without restrictions and save 204 off

regular Day Tourist on Deltas Night Coaches.

Enjoy the expert service of your Travel Agent

who'll help vou plan a great vacation. make
vour Delta reservations, handle all the other
details. You can also get your flight reserva-
tions by calling Deltaat
55-3200. Delta and your
Travel Agent accept all
major genoml -purpose
credit cards.
DELTA

your Delta flight from Detroit.
To Miami 10:00am and 10:00pm are Deltas
nonstop umps You canalsofly straight thruon
lights. Day Tourist and Night
Night Tourist S94.
To Ft.Lauderdale Our 9:302m nonstop is the
Star going. And our Night Coach non-
a thrifty $94. Day Tourist and Night
st Class 8117,
‘To Tempa/St.Pete Take the only Wide-Ride
TriStars — nonstop at 10:05am or 10:00pm, or
one-stop thru at pm. Day Tourist and
Night First Class 81 ht Tourist $84.
To Orlando/Walt Disney World Join us for
brunch on our 10:15am nonstop. Or choose
from six other flight-times a day. Day Tourist
and Night First Class $103. Night Tourist $82.
West Palm Beach The only thru-jets going.
Leave at 10:05am. Or take our Night Coach
thru-jet at 10:00pm for only $90. Other flight-
times. too. Day Tourist and Night First
Class 3113.
All fares, service and tour rates subject to
change without notice. Vacation accommoda-
tions subject to availability during certain
holiday periods: rates are per person, double
occupancy.




