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By DAVID RAY

There is no clear justification for the
Provision of state trunkline service in
western Oakland County, according to
Jom P. Woodford, director of the
Michigan Department of State High-
ways and Transportation.

That conclusion was included in a
five-page report, dated February 10,
from Woodford {o the Michigan State

way Commission in response to a
comment made last January by Com-
missioner Weston E. Vivian, “

“The basic question of whether the
Povision of state trunkline service

within western Oakland county is justi-

fied remains a clouded issue." Wood-
ford stated in the memo.

With the cancellation of the M-275

- freeway, the director wrote, “The
basis for state trunkline service must.
be justified based upon area service
and the attraction of the west Oakland
area to the statewide network. That
such justification exists is not clear.”

Woodford added that “'some limited
State trunkline service along the exist-
ing artierial network may be war-
ranted, given the significant number
of state trunkline trips generated
within the area, particularly for that
portion of the area lying below (south
of) M-59 and within the southeast por-
tion of the area under consideration.”
However, the director stated that state
trunkline service north of M-59 “‘can-
not be justified.”

In order for the Highway Commis-
sion to determine whether state trunk-
line service is warranted between 1-9
and M-59, Woodford said two questions
must be answered.

*“Do the benefits of such an
improvement outweigh the social, eco-
nomic and environmental costs caused
by the construction of such a facility to
state standards?"* and

e“Assuming that the benefits out-
weigh the costs, what priority basis

- construction of such a route
have in com, n to other improve-
ments needed for the existing state
trunkline network?"

Asked for a reaction to Woodford's
report, Vivian said that the depart-
ment director “seemed to be saying
that the commission could go either
way on this.

He’s not saying a state trunkline is
justified, and he’s not saying it isn't
justified.”

Vivian had asked for Woodford's
opinion on whether there was a need
for some sort of thoroughfare in west
Oakland and the report. the commis-
sioner said, only answers his question
“in the sense that he provided us with
areport he said he was preparing.”

Check the stub

When itemizing deductions, don't
forget. as many do, that money with-
held by an employer for group health
insurance payments is deductible.
First, list. one-half of the total medical
insurance premium. up to $150, as a
separate deduction. Thé balance of
your premiums may be deducted
along with the remainder of your med-
ical expenses.
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Highway chief

Chester P. Kochanski, spokesman
for the M-275 Road Crisis Committee,
learned of Woodford's memo last week
and discussed the report with Highway
(;A;Emmissiun Chariman Peter :B. Flet-
cher.
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questions need for trunkline

Fletcher later said that if the com-
mission concludes that a state trunk-

line is not J‘ustiﬁed, the department
has explored the pessibility of acting

as a broker to assist the Oakland
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County Road Commission in obtaining
ral funds for road improvements.
commission chairman said that
possibility has been “‘discussed right
along as an alternative,”
He said the department has not
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“recommended that approach, but is

Ppreparing for that contingency.”
Fletcher added that he cannot pre-

dict when the ission will decide

it recognized the “'general community
agreement that traffic problems do
exist in the area and the commission

that it has a role in sol-

whether a state trunkline is justified.
In September. the commission said
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Be A Winner

During our Grand Opening we will have a drawing to
give away the beauliful Pennsylvania House Min-
1ature Chest in Solid Cherry pictured at right. We will
also give away several other fine pieces of Pennsyl-
vania House Furniture. Of course, you don't need to
be present to win. And everyone can have a free
copy of the Pennyslvania House Collector's book’
just for the asking. So come in and browse through
our new room settings and enjoy our refreshments.

We'll be looking for you!

STEWART-GLENN CO,
“YOUR FULL SERVICE STORE"
has no extra chorge for

<Coreful Inipaction and Set-Up
“Courteous Dalivery Service
“Generous Storeside Parking

settings. Come in and see all new Pennsyivania
House uphoistery carefully coordinated to blend with
the surrounding wallpapers and paint colors. Al
types of rooms are shown on our floor, and are

can be. Of course, during the opening of our Gallery
our interior decorators will be here to serve you and
| help you coordinate your own rooms.

‘1 And during this Grand Opening of our Pennsylva-
I nia House Gallery, we will have a STOREWIDE SALE
| to help you save on your redecorating. So come in
and see the new look at Stewart-Glenn, Oakland
County's oldest family owned furniture store.

ving these problems through federal :
and state funding.”

Pennsylvania House

We've remodeled our
slore front and made a
big change in our floor
dispiay. Our entire Penn-
sylvania House Gallery is
now in beautiful room - -

how beautiful your home

Ask our Interior Designersto *
help with your decorating problems,

Usa our 4 Pay Plan (no interast)
or use your Master Charge or
BankAmericard.
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