With Easter Sunday birthday

From buggies to rockets:Helen Wattles marks century

By KATHLEEN MORAN
“Troy editor

In 1878, the United States was still
covering from the devastating Civil
War, Rutherford B. Hayes was in the
midst of a stormv vresidency. adven-
turesome young Americans were trav-
eling west in covered wagons and the
Greenback Labor Party was formed to
deal with the problems of the day—
labor and inflation.

The Spanish American War was yet
to be fought, women were a long ways
from winning the right to vote and
even the most visionary Americans
would have gasped at the thought of a

“horseless carriage" let alone a space-
ship traveling to the moon.

‘The nation had hardly celebrated its
first hundred years when Helen Mary
Wattles was born in Troy to Harry
Bennett Wattles and Sarzh Jane Bing-
ham Wattles.

Ms. Wattles still lives in the Troy
farmhouse where she was born. Sun-
day she will celebrate her 100th birth-
day. Although age is beginning to take
its toll, she is in good health and is
able to talk to her 83-year-old brother,
Morris.

Until recently, Miss Wattles was an
active member of the Troy Historical
Society and First Methodist Church.
She is the oldest living alumnus of Ann
Arbor University, now the University
of Michigan, and has outlived many of
her former students from Central High
School in Detroit.

Her lively personality has been well
known in Troy and her philosophy of
life might be summed up in a com-
ment she made three years ago. “If
you don't keep up with the procession.
you get run over.”

HELEN MARY WATTLES certainly
didn't get run over. She kept up with
the changes from the time when she
drove a horse and cutter to Birming-
ham High Schoo! and long past her

90th birthday when she bought herself
anew car.

“She could drive a horse as welli as
anybody,” said her brother, who,
despite the age difference, was always
close to his sister and her friends.

Some of his early memories of his
sister are of when he was a teacher at
Central High School and he was a stu-
dent there. “'She was the one respon-
sible for me going there. She thought it
was so much better than the schools
out here.”

‘Although he almost was assigned to
her ‘math class, Morris said “that's
when my mother put her foot down.
She said if I got good grades, the stu-
dents would say it was because of my
sister. If 1 did badly, it would be worse
because 1 couldn't do well in my own
sister's class. I couldnt have won
either way."™

Miss Wattles, who lived with another
woman teacher near Central and took
the Interurban street car out to Troy
each weekend. frequently took her
brother to the theater and opera. "I
love the opera now,” he said. “That's
where I got my introduction to it.”

Miss Wattles graduated from Bir-
mingham High School in 1836 at a time
when the United States was engaged in
a dispute with Cuba and about to be
drawn into the Spanish American War.

Although she finished high school al
the age of 17, she decided to take
another year of Latin and Greek. After
that, she decided to enter Ann Arbor
University.

Things weren't completely co-educa-
tional—there were no women's dormi-
tories. Miss Wattles had to rent a
room in a private home and eat her
meals several doors down the street.

When she graduated from college in
1901, William McKinley was president

Miss Wattles began substitute teach-
ing in the Detroit schools until she
landed a fulltime job as a math
teacher at Central, which was then
located in the building that is now Old

Helen Mary wattles looked much the same as college student
{right) as she did when she was about 10.
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!1 shall h: the duty of all owners of any subdivided land in any subdivision located
boundaries of the City of Farmington Hills m:,:tmy any noxious weeds
ngf.ngmsampmpen before they reach a seed beal stage so as to prevent
them from becos rﬁnxl?lclnmllopubhclmlm Any weeds not cut by June 1,
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of the Farmington Hilis City Code, Chapter 41, Section 41.120, This
vnll be done as many times as necessary during the growing season. In addition any
ovmer who shall refuse 1o destroy such noxious weeds as provided for in this City
Code shall be subject to a fine of not more than $100.00.
Noxious weeds are those described in Section 2 of Act 359 of the Public Acts of 1941,
20 amended, and all other weeds, wild grasses and plants, the uncontrolled growth
of which would constitute a nuisance.
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Main at Wayne State University. She
later became head of the math depart-
ment.

In 1927, just seven years after
women got the right to vote; Miss Wat-
tles bought her first automobile—a
Chevrolet. In 1971 she was still driving
a Cheverolet—a Corvair. She com-
mented then that “'I suppose if Ralph
Nader knew I'm still driving a Cor-
vair, he'd have some things to say. But
until they sell brains along with the
cars, they're all dangerous.”

DURING THE DEPRESSION years
of the 30s, Miss Wattles grew flowers
at the Troy house on Livernois and her
brother grew vegetables which they
sold at a roadside stand.

The right to vote isn't one which
Miss Waltles took lightly. She proudly
described herself as a lifelong Republi-
can. At the age of 95, she was honored
by Gov. William Milliken at a meeting
of the Oakland County Council of
Republican Women.

At that time, she remarked that she
may have split her ticket a time or two
to vote for a local Democrat, but her
main support went to the GOP.

“1 dont mean to say there are no
good Democrats,” she said in 1974.

“But it is my opinion the Republicans
are doing better work for the munlry
as a whole than the Democrats are."

« Asked about the Watergate scandal,
Miss Wattles replied, *I think it is
something the Democrats have drag-
ged out to annoy the President and
maybe make him resign. I wouldn't
have him resign, not for anything.
‘There’s none of us perfect, none of
use. There was only one perfect man
and he was crucified.”

RETIREMENT IN 1348, wasn't met
with eagerness by Miss Wattles.

*She had to adjust to an entirely dif-
ferent way of life. Helen Mary had to
adjust to being a homemaker and a
cook and she became, I thought, an
excellent cook,” said her brather.

“"She became active in church work
which she hadn't had time to do before
and she was amve in the Troy Histori-
cal Society.”

Although Miss Wattles has been a
familiar face for many of Troy's
newer residents, she felt lonesome as
all her high school friends and teacher
friends died. ““All of her first students
are dead now too,” said Morris. “She

has commented several times that all
of her friends are dead.

Miss Wattles will mark her 100th
birthday on Easter Sunday.
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Until recently, the brother and sister
went out to lunch regularly at restau-
rants around Birmingham and Troy.

with the historical society.

In 1976, she commented, “*When we go
out, I don't see anyone I know any-
more.”

v

In her late 90s, Miss Wattles was still working at her church and
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NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR BIDS
SALE OF BUSES

Public School District offers the following vehicles for sale:
Slxl Ford Chassis, Ward' , 66 passenger school buses

vdﬂ:h!wﬂlblddmm"ﬂh"nd “‘where” basis. Three (3) of the buses to
be sld may be inspected at the schoo! district buy yard at 32500 Shiawassee. The
ather three (3) buses may be inspected at the school district’s maintenance yard at
2350 West Ten Mile
Vehicles will be available for inspection from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each week day,
Mnh
Bid fc ﬁlﬁhbe avallable at the inspection location. Bids must be made on bid
h'n!lndmmbemhnmdbylwpm Fnd.ny. Aprﬂ? 1978, at the Board of
Education Office, 32500 Shiawassee, Fi
‘The Board of Education, or its authorized mplu:nm.\vz. reserves the right to
accept or reject any or alt bids and to walve any irrey jes should it be deemed
in its best interest, For further information call the district's business office, 477

during the
spring rush!
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