Brodhead launches vigil for freedom

Congressman William M..Brodhead
(D17h) launched a “Vigil for Free-
dom” for Soviet Jewry with a speech
in the U.S. House of Representatives
Iast week.

Charging that “the Soviet govern-
ment has regarded the human rights
provisions of the Helsinki Agreement
8s empty promises,” Brodhead called

sional coordinator of the vigil. Each
week for the next several months,

giving speeches about particu-

lar individuals and families who have
attempted to leave the USSR.

In his kickoff speech, Brodhead

spoke of the Alexander Maryasin fam-
ily who live in Riga in the Latvian

“Letters I have written to Soviet Party
Secretary Brezhnev and to other Rus-

The members of an informal group
in the USSR established to monitor the

en officials have gone "

ith the

“THE MARYSENS, along with thou-
sands of other Soviet Jews, have lost
everything because of their desire to
live in peace and freedom. It is my
hope that this vigil for freedom will

'S wi
Helsinki accords have been officially
and unoffically harassed, or like Ana-
toly Scharansky, imprisoned for
months without the rights of other
Soviet citizens.
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upor House members to join him in a b o strengthen our resolve to assist them." Individuals wishing to emigrate "
series of dally floar speeebes to call SR Brodhead e e " Brodhead pointad out tat the Soviet 0ften face long wails befre receiving ’

attention to the plight of Soviet Jews family who have been ot has drastically reduced papers, as well as repeated

who have attempted to emigrate from  emigrate to Israel since 1573, the numbers of Jewish citizens permit  Tefusals, firings from tmemployment,

Russi “Since 1973, the family has been job-  ted to leave Russia from over 35,000in  disruption of amil and telephone serv-

a,
Working with the Union of Councils
for Soviet Jews, Brodhead is congres-

less and has been forced to sell its pos-
sessions merely to exist,” he said.

1973 to about 1,100 a month through
1976.

ice, surveillance and other forms of
intimidation.

Ross takes a walk on campaign trail

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY

Consumer advocate Douglas Ross
says he won’t be making a lot of prom-
ises in his campaign for the 15th dis-
tridt State Senate seat.

*“I'm making a very conscious effort
to break the pattern in American poli-
tics of overpromising the people what
government can do for them and what

will square off in the August primary.

Rather than invest a lot in advertis-
ing, Ross is planning'a walking cam-
paign through subdivisions in Farm-
ington, Farmington Hills and
Southfield, part of the 15th district.

On the opening of his Farmington
area office, Ross said bringing govern-
ment closer to the people, working for

should disperse low-income housing.”

“Low income people have to be
housed,” Ross said. “They can't be
dropped into the river. The only solu-
tion is that low to moderate income
people live throughout the suburbs."”

Howsing and aid for seniors are
among area residents’ concerns, he
said.

home tasks, like shoveling the walk or
grocery shopping, and a meal service
‘would help seniors stay out of nursing
homes, the consumer advocate said.

HIS WALKING campaign is aimed
at bringing government closer to
everyday experience, he said.

“There is a need for government
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