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County readies warning system

A_s wihter reluctantly gives way to
spnnﬁnamzher season is in sight — the

Oakland County is gearing up for it,
though. By April 7, 90 tornado warning
sirens will be connected on a central
line with the National Weather Service
at Detroit Metropolitan Airport.

‘The tornado season begins in March
and extends through the summer. The
season peaks in June and July in the
Great Lakes area. Twisters occur
when warm, moist air from the Gulf of
Mexico comes in contact with cooler,
drier air from the North.

In'the pas, 70 sirens lacated around
the county had to be turned on individ-
ually. All the new sirens will be inter-
connected and can be turned on simul-
tanegusly by the National Weather
Service.

Oakand County appears to be in a
<common tornado path.

“Whenever we have an official
wamning,” said Gary Canfield, the

land County of a tornado more quickly and more effi-
ciently than the patchwork system which existed in
6.

From serenity to shambles. A tornado swept
through West Bloomfield in March 1876, leaving
"behind it a trail of debris and destruction. A new
varning system reportedly will be able to alert Qak-
‘Under the old system, it would be

MICHIGAN, contrary to popular  April day only four years ago.

county’s disaster control coordinator,
“all tley have to do is push a button
and sirens mrwgbout the' county will
go off.

“If for some reason the weather
service does not have a sighting, a
direct hotline has been installed
belween theni and the sheriff's office.

Wammg can also be given that
way in a matter of seconds,’* he said.

OOUNTY AND WEATHER service
officials see the new warning system
s a marked improvement.

Oakland ‘County’s old system was
backed up by television and radio
amouncements. Many officials, how-
ever, discount the effectiveness of
broadcast bulletins.

According to published reports,
National Weather Service mete-
orologists think television and radio
warmnings give people a false sense of
security. According to the National
Weather Service, “There is a min-
imum delay of five minutes between
the time of an official report and wide
dissemination. More likely, it would
take 10 minites to get the word to
commercial stations.

possible for a tornando to touch down
and wind its vicious path of destruc-
tion before word of the sighting could
be widely broadcast.

OAKLAND COUNTY'S new system
will be improved over the next four
years by the addition of 100 more
‘warning sirens.

The program will cost about $1 mil-
lion. Half the funds will come from the
federal government and Oakland
County. Local governments will split
the remaining costs.

When the entire 190-siren system is
finished, % per cent of the county's
population will be within range of one
of the sirens.

THE CENTRALIZED system, when
adtivated, will sound a single, steady
three-minute blast. Another signal — a
warbling tone whose pitch rises and
falls — could be started by the fedral
government in case of nuclear attack.

To avoid confusion, there will be no
*all clear " signals sounded by the new

. “All clear” announcements
will be made over radio and television.

belief, has one of the nation’s worst
records for tomado deaths. It has the
third-highest average number of tor-
nado deaths a year.

Since 1950, there have been 391 con-
firmed tornadoes in the state and 227
people have died.

The new, centralized warning sys-
tem is a response to a March 1976 tor-
nado which touched down in West
Bloomfield Township and Farmington
Hills killing one person and causing
damage estimated in the hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

THE WORST outbreak of tornados
in the 20th century occured on a balmy

From April 3, 1974 to April 4, some
148 tornandos smashed through Mich-
igan, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Mississippi, Alabam
Georgia, Ohio, New York, West Vi
ginia, Virginia and North Carolina.

That outbreak has been recorded as
the most destructive in America’s his-
tory. More than 6,000 persons were
injured, 315 persons were killed and
damage was estimated at $600 million.

More persons, approximately 800 in
all, died in the “Greal Tornade Out-
break” of Feb, 19, 1884 when an
estmated 60 twisters ripped through
the South.
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g% carpéts and Fugs

Woodward at 11% Mie Road

Every fine nug. every campel, wallhanging and braided rug or runner in the store 1S sale
priced. Dont miss Ihis twice-a-year event thal poepie wait for It ends Salurday night  on
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TEXSTAR'S
“Auto 1 Cash & Carry”
Outlet
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DIS

METROMEDIA INC

VER THE
GREAT NEW SHAPE
LIGHT BEER’S

You get Swmming pool cutouls to move around n
yout yard .. awatd-winning Master Pools pictured i
fuf color 10 spark more sdeas. You get swimming pool
facts you snould know about hine quanty paol con-
struction and equrpment, That's the only kind we
buil =1 a snape. size and price range 10 su your
tamily (spas. 10011

AUTO SHOW
CARPET SALE!

Chicago Auto Show Carpel Now Available
Ever wondered whal happens to the carpet used
in Auto Shows & Conventions around the coun-
try? It is sctd on an “as is basis” following each
event. This carpet is now available in a wide
range of colors and styles.

$100 %250

Pad and Installation avallable.
Also new roll balances available at special
savings.

DONALD E. McNABB CO.

22150 W. 8 Miie Rd. (W. of Lahser)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Fri. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat. 8 am-Nunn

& 357262

As a Master Pools builder. wa're specialists in making your plans come true.
Stast planming! Phone us for your tree Plan-a-Poal Kit today - no obhigation.

WAGNER MASTER POOLS
) Célebrating 25th Annlversaly
. 26435 W B Mile, Redmvd Townsh:p - KE 5-3562
n.-Fri. 9-8 » Sat, 5 6 * Sun,

s 3 sandards and

PLAY NOW,
PAY LATER!

Yamaha.So much for so littlo.

The new Yamahe ; A-60U . [

E[xﬁ;n;o?srlchnrd Fun Block Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer

System

-Instonr one-finggrbass INCREDIBLY LOW PRICES AT
iment

and chord occomparimen OUR WAREHOUSE OUTLET

«Varioble tone levers EVERY SATURDAY 9 AM. to 1 P.M.!

+ Auto Rhythm Segtion, Enjoy substantial savings on floor samples, one-of-

wnh 16 tempos and vari- kinds, scratch and dent ifems, odds & ends and dis-

confinved styles. All merchondise is from quality man-

-Te o Ligh vlacturers who supply our regulor stores. Naturally at
-Fr& bench antf delivery such great reductions, all goods are sold ‘as i’ and
< Helolphone ock ofl sales are final. Delivery exira;
AntuseausOn, N, » 81, 1ou
antee: five . .
.F'bmwy gLur’?’s ‘2’19 ear New Michelob Light. a light beer wnh "Michelob™on *
yéars on pal ¥ VISA ® MASTER CHARGE o CONVENIENT TERMS Maybe you haven't been the label.

oyrservlce H waiting for another light beer, But if the
ones you've.trled taste lighter
than you'd like, we think you're ready
for Michelob Light.

And now if's ready for you.

It has the taste you'd expect from

Light. But nul too light. With
134 calories per 12-ounce serving, * '
approximately 20% fewer than Michelob.
After‘all, taste is still what
beer-drinking’s all about. And we
didn't forget it.

GOOD TASTE RUNS IN THE FAMILY.
HUBERT DISTRIBUTING CO.

SINCE 1937

“*Mo. pyl. of $32.08 based on
prical 91295 0pis % lox, «3

of
e $765 00 cash or Crate cows
jwith appraved credit.

earthside

WAREHOUSE OUTLET

the

11850 MAYFIELD o LIVONIA 3
Just North of Plymouth Road,
one block East of Farmington Road

OPEN SATURDAY ONLY 9 A.M. to 1P.M.

foer

Pontiac, Mich.

858-2340 .



