Inexhaustible energy supply?

Laser fusion gets federal boost

Laser fusion is not a high-priority
item in the national energy plan, but it
has Rep. Cart Purseil's (R-Plymouth)
wholehearted support.

Fusion, Pursell says, could “help to
free the United States from its risky -
wager on foreign energy sources,” .

Pursell and the rest of the House
Science and Technology Committee

recently approved an $8.8 million
increase in the 1979 fiscal year energy
budget. The Carter Administration had
recommended that the fusion budget
be cut by $3 million, from $12¢ million
tdo $126 million.

*Congress recognizes the vast poten-
tial of fusion energy, and is not willing
to accept a funding cut in a program

Wayne County
suffering through

measles outbreak

The Wayne County Health Depart-
ment has warned of an increasing
rumber of measles cases in county
schools. While the increase is not an
epidemic, local health officals are con-
cerned it could become one, because
st measles cases usually occur dur-
ing the spring. If this pattern contin-
ves, there could be a sharp increase in
the number of measles cases within
the next several weeks.

According to Dr. Jane Polkowski,
director of communicable disease con-
trol for the health department, 75
cases of measles have been reported
for the same period. The median num-
ber of cases for the past five years has
been 56 cases for this period.

Though the disease is thought by
some to be a harmless childhood ail-
ment, Dr. Polkowski noted that most
people become very ill when they get
it

In" addition to the characteristic
measies rash, symptoms include high
fever (102 degrees F or above), cough,
and inflammation and runniness of the
eyes and nose.

The symptoms usually last eight to
10 days but serious complications such
as pneumonia and encephalities may

occur. Encephalitis may result in con-
wvulsions, mental retardation or deaf-
ness. About one in 10,000 children with
measles die from the disease.

Dr. Polkowski nuted Lhat the disease
andits i

vital to our energy supply. Cutting
back on energy research at this pre-
carious moment would be unbelievable
folly,” Pursell said.

A MAJOR beneficiary of the pro-
posed increase in the fusion program
is KMS Fusion of Ann Arbor, the lead-
ing industrial participant in the fusion
program. Of the $8.8 million increase,
$3.8 million is earmarked for research
and development at KMS Fusion.

It was KMS Fusion which whetted
Pursell’s interest in laser fusion.

LASER FUSION, until recently, was
considered the private property of the
Pentagon. It has now been recognized
as a potentially inexhaustible energy

source.

The highly technical process forces
two hydrogen isotopes together until
the particles fuse. The fusion produces
a vast amount of heat which can be
wed to make steam and generate
elecmuly

itis

Fusion, joining particles together, is
different from fission. Fission also
yields large amounts of energy but
requires splitting apart such elements
s uranium and plutonium.

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT of energy
has predicted that an electrical gener-
ating plant using the laser fusion proc-
ess could be built by the year 2010. It
estimated such a plant could produce
enough electricity to power a metro-
politan area the size of San Fransisco.

According to repoarts from Washing-
ton, D.C., military lobbying has been
the major factor keeping laser fusion
from becoming a legitimate source of
energy for mass consumiption.

**Almost anyone you talk to
expresses a fear that the fusion proc-
ess will be taken out of the govern-
ment labs,” said Diane Brago, an aide
to Pursell.

“There’s a very close parallel
between the military and civilian
to fusion. Right now,

energy form because the necessary
hydmgen could be derived from water
lecules

through |mm\m|munn and that most

there’s a great problem with industry
being able to get the right informa-
tion." she said.

outbreaks involve
improperly vaccinated children.

Immunization against measles is
recommended immediately for those
who have not received it, received it
before 12 months of age. received the
inactivated vaccine (available before
1966), or received the further atte-
nuated live virus vaccine with immune
serum globulin.

The vaccine is available from physi-
cians or from the free heaith depart-
ment clinics. Clinic locations and
hours are Wayne County Health Cen-
ter, Merriman Road (one block north
of Michigan Avenue. next to Wayne
County General Hospital, 274-2800. ext.
310, 8:30-11:30 am. and 1-3:30 p.m..
Monday through Friday. and 47:30
p.m. Wetinesday; Taylor South Health
Center, 21201 Eureka, 267-2400, 4:30-
7:30 p.m.. Tuesday and 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday.
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TAKE OFF FOR CLEVELAND
AND RETURN TODAY! 2 FLIGHTS DAILY
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CENTURY AIRLINES

ONLY SCHEDULED AIRLINE SERVICE
PACKAGE EXPRESS CARRIED £66-1290

All these ouistanding features make
AMC Pacer Wagon a good buy anytime.

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

,7 BY ALLIANCE
MODEL GS 450

$17500

INSTALLED

SOLID STATE
CONTROLS
$185.00

DIGITAL
.CONTROLS
1 YEAR WARRANTY

. 31
ALADDlN “GENIE” S
FORMERLY ANTENNA SERVICE CO.
WESTLAND  PARTS & PONTIAC
722.0810  SERVICE 335-9079

The cost of heating your home increases
almost weekly. Now, you can cut costs
with the amazing FREE HEAT
MACHINE.

* Turns your fireplace into an efficient

Extra wide stance, rack and
pinion steering and isolated
suspension provide smooth,
stable ride.

Extra wide rear hatch and fold
down rear seat give easy access to
plenty of flat cargo space.

AMC Pacer Wagon.
Also available in hatchback model.

Factory Air Conditioning for just $299
makes it an incredible buy right now!

Now, and for a limited time only,
factory installed air conditioning on
your new Pacer Wagon lists for only
$299.* A real deal when you
consider the normal list price is
$478! So, head for your nearby

4 Unique wide design allows for
an unusually roomy and
comfortable passenger

compartment.

Standard 6-
cylinder engine
is equally athome
in the city or
cruising at

highway speeds.

High level of standard luxuryincludes
individual reclining front seats in soft-feel
vinyl, woodgrain instrument panel, electric
clock, whitewalls and color-keyed wheel
covers,

AMC Dealer and get a closer look
at the Pacer Wagon today!
AMC 71 Pacer Wagon

The value Americans want.
The size America needs.

*Offer applies to all AMC Concord, Pacer, Gremlin and
Matador models equipped with factory installed air
conditioning ordered betweern March 11 and April 20 or
delivered from dealer stock by May 10, 1978.

heating system.
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