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M-275 study came late and short

By DAVID RAY

A Michigan Environmental Review
Boatd (MERB) committee was ready
lo tecommend  that the prelened

mmen( for M-275 be approved
belom the project was cancelled.

the committee’s recommenda-
tion and report were never ‘made
because the Michigan State Highway
Commissfon voted to scrap M-275 on
Jen. 25, 1977, five days before MERB
was scheduled to receive the com-
mittee’s recommendations.

‘The committee was asked to study
the two major alternatives to the can-
celled M-275 freeway. It was ready to
recommend that the full 17-member
MERB should find the draft environ-
mental impact statement on the con-
troversial freeway project to be ade-
quate and support the preferred
tmeway alignment.

‘Two mémbers of the highway com-
missidn-{Chairman Peter Fletcher
and Weston Vivian—said last week
they were unaware of the committee’s
report when they and Commissioner

ers Jr. voted for cancella-
tion of the 24-mile, six-lane freeway
that would have connected [-6% in
Novi to 175 near Holly through west-
em Oakland Courty.

mGHWlY COMMISSIONERS in
late 1976 said they would wait for the
's_recommendation, before tak-
ing actioh on the M-275 freeway plass.
Vivian said last week that the
commission *‘decided for its own rea-
sons to cancel M-275, and that made
the MERB report irrelevant.”

G. Robert Adams, administrator of
the Highway Department's Environ-
mental and Commumity Factors Divi-
sions, said he and Highway Depart-
ment Director Jon Woodford knew
the contents of the committee's report.

But Adams added that he doubted
whether any highway commission
members were aware of the docu-
ment.

Woodford is the department’s repre-
sentative on MERB. Adams is the
alternative representative.

Although the committee’s report
was ready in September 1971, MERB
didn't discuss the recommendations
because it was waiting for an adden-
dum to the draft environmental
impact statement, sznd Terry Yonker
of the review 's staff.

The addendum, which was intended
to address some of the concerns
expressed by the groups that opposed
M-275, was completed by the Michigan
Department of State Highways and
Transportation two days before the
highway commission’s action to scrap
the controversial project and a week
before MERB's January meeting.

WOODFORD ON Jan. 27, 1977,
informed MERB that the draft envi-
ronmental statement on M-275 was
being withdrawn.

The MERB committee—composed
of Francis Bennett, retired chiarman
of the Wayne County Planning Com-
mission, Dr. Dennis Tierney, of the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, and John Calkins, of the
Michigan Department of Agriculture—
supported the original M-275 plans sub-
ject to

* Further justification of the origi-
nal alignment, as opposed to the “no
build” or other alternative, by expand-
ing discussion of several items in the
draft environmental impact state-
ment.

* Preservation of the black spruce
bog at Haggerty and West Maple
roads, which has since been drained as
part of a peat mining operation.

« A study of a narrower right-of-way

OCC hosts planning day

Librarians and other interested citi-
zens are invited to share their sugges-
tions for improving information serv-
ices at an April 8 meeting at Oakland
Community College.

One of 21 area conferences through-
out the state sponored by the State
Board of Education, the OCC session
will deve|op recommendations for 1979
state and Tederal White House Confer-
ences on library and information serv-

ices.
The Michigan conference. planned
for spring. 1979 will be underwritten

by a $25.000 federal grant. Delegates
will go to Washington for the national
conference in September.

Planning for the state-wide effort is
under the direction of state librarian
Francis Scannell and a steering com-
mittee chaired by Jean Lowrie, direc-
tor of the school of librarianship at
Western Michigan University.

For more information about plan-
ning day at OCC, contact Douglas Zys-
kowski. deputy city librarian at the
Southfield Public Library. or call the
state library at (517) 373-1593.
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Gifts « Flowers e Plants
* Recycled Greeting Cards »

Hours: Mon.-Sal. 9-6
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MATERIAL
ESTIMATES

Does the wind whistle
through your shingles?
Nowis the time to check
it out.

Start that rewu or e
roofing with

e colied assistonce ond
‘materiols you'll find @t your
neighborhood Friendly One.

Bundle covers
33 1/3 Sq. Ft.

Sale Ends 4-1-78 C&C
! WHILE SUPPLY LASTS!

for the roadway “in the interest of
sharing land with other uses.”

* Mitigation of noise from the free-
way and a traffic screen including
plsmings and mounds of berms

“because of the sensitive environmen-
tal nature and level of developmmt
occurring. The varied

Freeway opponents argued that M-
275 would harm recreational areas in
western  Oakland County, but the
MERB committee stated that the free-
way ‘“‘has been planned as access to
these (public recreational spaces),
thus relieving tocal roads. But, more

the area facilitates doing this.

« Urging the DNR to “find a way,
by acquisition or strict use of permit
power, to preserve the other bogs of
ecological significance, such ds the
Carus bog northwest of Haggerty and
Pontiac Trail.

In calling for further justification of
the orginal M-275, the committee said
that a “Highway network is designed
to serve many categoires of movement
desired, both local and long distance.

“SOME CAT WILL be

the general
regional puhlxc to en]Uy their beauty
and their services.”

The committee also noted that the
DNR and highway department had
reached an agreement on a replace-
ment parcel for 72 acres of Dodge
Park Number Five, at Commerce and
South Commerce roads in the M-275
alignment, for 173 acres that would be
added to the Proud Lake State Recrea-
tion Area.

COMMENTING ON THE M-275

unserved, if a segment of one route is
mnsmg The 1-96 to M-59 link is such a

"Tlus is not to say that (the North-
western Highway) extension is sim-
ilarly needed. That route has other
options. The committee does not
assume (that) the M-275 project is
useparable from Northwestern High-

" the committee reported.

’l‘he committee aiso stated “Nor-
therly and southerly links have been
carried to a point where the gap
should be closed,” and “Many private
and governmental decisions have been
made on the expectations that the (M-
275) plan would be carried out.”

The committee’s report went on to
say that “The area is comspicously
lacking in county or local roads having
continuity. North-south local traffic is
now difficult. 1t will be facilitated by
the freeway, due both to its avail
ahility to some local users and to its
removal of some traffic from existing
local roads.”

statement that

of the freeway would promote further
growth in the area, the MERB com-
mittee noted that figures showed this
“Srea has been growing for some
time, and about one-third of its resi-
dents are newcomers within the last
five years.

“The subject area of Oakland
County will continue to grow, or
change, regardless of M-275.
Obviously, the pattem of its growth or
change will be different with M-275
than would otherwise be the case.™

The MERB commiltee is awaiting
information from the highway deaprt-
ment on two major alternatives to M-
215 in order to make a recommenda-
tion on the environmental impacts of
those plans.

The committee’s chairman wouldn't
further discuss the report on the origi-
nal M-275 proposal because the free-
way has been cancelled. He admitted
that the panel was “in a position to
carry out our obligation to MERB.”
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You are cordially invited to attend
a spectal opening!
Monday, April 3
of the

LENS OPENING

A unique concept, for your convenience, offering
camera, photographic, and video equipment all
under one roof. Presented to you by our profes-
sionally trained staff of experts, who will person-
ally assist the hobbylsts, pros and consumers with
the finest names in cameras, lenses, and darkroom
systems; plus the Sony line of videorecorders and
televisions.

Come see what we are opening for YOU!

LENS OPENING

Cameras & Video
29681 Northwestern

(at Inkster Rd. in Applegate Square)
Southfield, Michigan
353-5330 .
Opens Monday, April 3
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The sweater just couldn’t be
better. A handsome Parker Vienna
100% fine Alpacka pull-over has
plenty of pull for Spring. Also
Cardigan Style. $95,00

Others From $18.00

O'brien’s features a cool and
variety. Perfect for Springing-ahead.

short or lang sleeve. Solid tone also.

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

ood
are

sports

co-ordinated

Sport shirts lead the list of Spring atire.

crisp

$28.50
Others From $18.00 in dot and patterns,

# GRANDLAND (Fenkell at Grand River)
835-1424 - Open Sun. 12 to 5 p.m.

Fashion for the sporting side of your wardrobe. Every piece makes
sense. It’s part of O’brien’s Spring fashion theory: mixing and
matching make great combinations.

‘lh: sfzom coordinate for instance, is most
suitable For Spring mrasl:lpauems bright g i
shades and Spring -like fabrics. Tailored pants

and malchlng vesl keep the 3-pieces in perfect

Rarmony. $465.00
Other new fashions featuring the
dinated” look are also available.

“coor-

A Damon shirt and tie combo is a must for the
man who wants to Spring-alive with flair.

Shirts From $18.00  Ties from $7.50

NS

DISTINCTIVE APPAREL

Other slacks in our co-ordinate collec-
tion are priced from

* LVONIA (7 Mile at Farmington Rd.)

* NORTHLAND (LOT E
9-5885 - 478-0080 - Open Sun. 1210 5 p.m.

)
Open Sun. 12to 5 p.m.




