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Who Should Clean Up

A Rat-In fested Diich ?

By WYLIE GERDES

Homeowners in the Westlake
Subdivislon in southeast Farm-
ington Township have a ditch
they’d like someone to clalm,

The ditéh has rats, muskrats,
stagnant water and lots of chil-
dren playing In &,

The ditch also has homeown- -
ers on both sides of it angry
because they can't discover who
is rasponsible for maintaining
e PR

FARMINGTON ~ TOWNSHIP .

on occasion, claimed the
dlh:h i the responsibility &f
the adjolning property owners.
answer to a television
newsman’s questlon, however,s
8 township official says the
township will study the situa
ton, The answer seemingly fn-
dicates the township has an
Interest in the four-block long
diteh,

When  homeowners voiced
pans to flll the ditch, the same
officials sald the ditch Is 2
‘natural waterway and is under
the control of the Army Corps
of Engineers,

The Army Corps of Engineers
told the homeowners the “na-
tural watprway must be an
Oakland County. drainage ditch,
The Army controls no water-
ways in Oakland .County, the
*Army told homeowners,

Oakland Conty'@ratn Com-
mission enginears told The En-

THE EVIDENCE
unable 1o spread infectious diseases such as'rabies orife
bubonic plague The trap was set by Mrs. Phii Stewert who
says there are a number of rats along the enure length of

the ditch ~

terprise and Observer the
‘‘drainage ditch” doesn*t appear
on offiefal county maps, So-lt
is not under their control.

The engineers speculated the
subdivision’s developers ar the

- Here's one rat rendered useless.

iihen photo}

majorl‘y of its course and about
20 feet wide,

Both sides of the diich are
tightly iined with:chain-linked
fences of adjoining homes,
Where streets cross the diteh,

adjacent prop might
be respon

WHOEVER FWALLY admits |

responsibllity for the ditch will
have quite a job cleaning it up.

“The ditchruns east-west a coup-

le of blocks north of Tuck Rd,
R’s at least six feet deep the

2ty afl has
been Jnstalled. ‘

Weeds and rocks border green
pools of water behind the neat
1awns and houses,

The Enterprise and Cbserver
tirst heard of the ditch when
Mrs, Mary Oiszewski of 2280

be another-pickiip of large iter s until May.

,Tuck and Mrs, Em{lie Gilewski
of 22928 Tuck reported seeing
animals which theythought might

Plan October =t
Trash Pickup

land County Healthi Dept. saldhe
would recommend poison to
combat rats but couldn't do
anything about muskrats, Sev-
- eral homowners along the ditch
The specxal trash pickup campalgn conducted by reported spotting muskrats in
Farmington Township will begin Monday, Oct. 6. and ‘
continue until Oct. 27.
During this period, township residents may’
put out large items to be picked up, such as ap-
phances, furniture, tires, lumher and old en:
gines.

Studio couches or davenports must be broken
down before the§ will be picked up. :
The pickups will be on the regularly sche

uted days for garbage pickup.

“Bublisher” Philip
today announced the resignation
of Don Hoenshell gs editor of

% Observer Newspapexs, Inc,
The program was. started last \Ia/ihrough the . Hoenshell will return to the
combined efforts of the Township~Beautification Lansing area to develop agroup

he suburbs

of newspapers In
of the Capital Clty.

He was editor of the Livonia
Observer briefly in 1967 before
becoming executive editor two
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TOBER SPEC

. TRASH PICK-UP ASQHEDULE

APPLIANCES & MISCELLANEOUS LARGE ITEMS WILL BE PICKEDAUP

Committee, Building Inspeclor -Ralph Bell, Supervi-
sor Curtis Hall and the Towriship Board.
After the October drive has ended, there will not

[$2]
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REGULAR MONTHELY PICK-UP ' SCHEDULE
A, FIRST HOKDAY I, THURSDAY. Atﬂgs/{:gn MONDAY
B. TURSDAY AFTER 1st NONDAY J. PRIDAY AFTER J5COND HONDAY
C. WEDHESDAY AFTER st HONDAY K. THIRD NONDAY
D, THURSDAY AFTER 1st MONDAT . L TUSDAT AFTER THIRD MORDAY
E. PRIDAY Anxa 15t HOMDAY + M, WEDNESDAY AFTER 3rd MOHDAY
¥. SECOHD MOND; ’ N, THURSDAY AFTER Jrd MONDAY
G. TUBSDAY "‘m SECOND MOWDAY 0, FRIDAY.AFTRR THIRD MOHDAY
H. WEDNESDAY AFTER SECOND NONDAY P, FOURTE HONDAY

% HO PICK-UP-ARBA o '\‘

Editor Hoenshell -
Moves To Lansing

H, Power

the ditch, .

The health department stayed
out of the controversy wtil Mrs,
Phil Stewart of 30233 Astor
trapped a rat In her backyard,

Mothers’ voices complaining
about the ditch got 2 little more
Insistent after word of thetrap-
ped rat spread.

Mrs, Charles Kelso of 30080
Astor safd she'had seen children
swimming i the ditch this
spring, 1 fact mentioned by
other restdents,

Mrs, Stewart produced photo-
graphs showing youngsters us-
ing a small plastic boat in the
water-filled ditch after a rain,

PR

MRS, STEWART checked
through the township, Oakland
County, and the Army Corps
of Englneers without learning
who was responsible for clean-
ing the ditch,

Then she called in televiston
newsmen who extracted the sir-
vey statement from Bll Taylor

61 the Farmington Township
bullding inspection department,

Taylor could not be reached
for comment,

Meanwhile, the healthdepart-
ment ordered three of the home-
cwners who complained about
the rat memace to build rat
walls aroundthefr garbage stor-
age areas, They also placed
polsons along the diteh, Mrs,
Stewart says she increased the
number of traps aromnd her
backyard,

Mrs, Stewart and other house-
wives who live along the ditch
said children coming and golng
to school drop ‘food into the
diteh which apparently attracts
the animals, Most expressed
reluctance to attempt anyclean-
ing up themselves,

As Mrs, Stewart expressed.

1y *Would you Send your hus-
band {nto that rat- lnrested
diteh?”

years ago,
+We are, of course; very sor-
ry to see Don go,” satd Power,
“His work for us -- -though
interrupted twice by serious
health problems -- has beer’
outstanding. .

“He has helped us train and
develop a mews staff that has
won . more edltorial awards
than any other newspaper Eroup
in Michigan over the past two
years -- and which wili pro-
gress to even greater heights
in the future,

“SINCE MARCH, Don has

been lving in Lansing, and to

commute- mbre than 150-miies
each_daz-is-a Tough grind, His
new position with Panax Corp.
Wit enable him to work in Lan-
sing and around the state cap-
ital, which has been an area
he has enjoyed for morg than
20 years as a newspapermdn.

e

HOENSHELL SAID;

“1 belleve in what Phil Pow-
er is doing and In his plans
for the future,

“It is with sorrow fthat I
leave the newspapers, the peo-
ple who staff them and the
friends: in the areas  they
serve.”
L~ P

HOENSHELL came to the L1Z
vonfa Observer in Aprilof1967,
after serving two years as di-
rector of the LegislativeService

Bureau in the capltol.

He slarted In the newspaper
business In 1941 as a
sports writer for the ‘Alpena
News, before earning a bache-
lor’s  degree at Michigan
State University., '
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Pubhsher Promotes 2

Two major - editorial de-
partment appointments at Ob-
server Newspapers, Inc. were

announced today by Pubnsher_

Phlllp H, Power.

Richard T. Thompson waé
named Executive Editor, with'
overall responsibllities for ad-
vance planning, coordination
and edttorfal pollcy develop-
roent for the six - newspaper
group,

Tim Richard was appointed
News Editor, with responsibil-

national awards to m'zxr credit,

“Both men llve I[n our elr-
culation area and therefore
bring to their work long years of
local Knowledge and insight,

“Both have participated di-
recently in developing the ed-
ftorial staff of these newspap-
ers, which haswon gore awards
in the past two years than any
ather newspaper groupiniich-
fgan," Power shid.

“TOMMY Thompsoh will be
Involved in the long-rangé plan-

itfes for directing the daytoday
ews and edltor of
‘Observer Newspapers,
. Thompson previously was
Managing Editor and Richard
Assistant Managing Editor.
The appolntments were part
of a serfes of editorial staff
changes- announced tod:
Power, (Ses related story.on
" ins page.) .

«I HAVE ABSOLUTE confl-
dence in Tommy Thompson and
Tim Richard,”” Power sald In
making the spRolntments,

5 “Both men are outstanding
newsmen, with many years of

| . experfence and many state and

ning and endof our
organization, He will be de-
veloping new features, he
ing for new talent and cofrdin-
atlng the editorial department
with other depar(mems in our
arganzai

“Tim Rlcmrd will be direct-
ing daily news coverage, over-
seeing production, making story
asSignments* and suggestions,
and handling the complex medis
ing of people, stories andthings
which make up 2 ne\\spnper,”
Power explained,

&The_new appointhents donot
effect Tocal editorships or re-
sponsibilities of any local ed-

TM RICHARD N

l(ors of Qbserver Newspapets,
"Power added.
. .
THOMPSON was born In New
Kensington, Pa;, attended high
school in Warren, O., andgrad-

uated from Ohio State Univer- ~
- sity fn 1933,

He was sports editor of the
Warren (0) Tribune Chronicle
108 13 years, and then joined.
the Chlcago ' Tribuwe sports
statf, He then advanced to Ex-
ecutive Sports Editor of the De-
trolt Free\Press, where healso
worked on the copy desk and as
day wire gditor,

He becdmyf editor of the Ply-
mouth Opserver i 1959, and
then becatme assistarit to Editor
Mrs, Myra Chandler, after the
death of her husband, Paul, who
was Editor and Publisher of
Observer Newspapers.

He later was appointed Man-
aglng Editqr f Observer News-
paper;_when Bpllip Power pur-

chased’ the-group, and he has
held that post untl) his present
promotfn,

He and'his wife, E\el)‘n lve
in Redford Township,
T. .

TIM RICHARD, 33, jolned the
Observer Newspapers indan-
wry of 1967 as editor of fhe
Farmington Enterprise & Oks
server, then moved into the ce
tral news office when the ne
Sunday edition was launched

Rafsed in northwest Detroit,
he earned degrees Ineconomics
and  business administration
from the Universits of Michi-

gan. He held reporting and ed-. *

iting posts with the St, Joseph
Herald-Press and Kalamazoo
Gazetle from 1959-66.
Richard's" list of honors 2s a
newsman {ncludes two national
awards (editorial and feature
writing) from the Suburban
Press Foundation, six state-
wide newswriting prizes (in-
cluding three firsts) from the
Assoclated Press; and honors
for “distinguished reporting of
public affars'* from the
ican ' Political Sclence sh.
He also gave Observeriand
exclusive local coverage in
stories and pictures at the 1968
Republican National Coavéa-
tion, -
He and his wife, Nancy,
side in Livonia.

re-
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TO G,eT;
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1. Simply maintain 2 minimum monthly

balance of just $99. Just $99!
#2. Write as many checks as you want ...

FR!

3. Make as many deposits a5 you want ...
FREE}

4. Easy-to-reconcile statement each

E!

month ... F
5. NO service chargest

Open Mon. thru Sat. ‘til 4:30,P.M. ...

LivoNia NATIONAL ‘BA.NK‘

6 Offices to Serve You / Phone 421-8200/ Member F.D..C,

GA NO maintenance feest \

. NO other accounts are necessary to

Qluahty'

8. Full ranga“ﬁhack styles, types and

s(F'an Information now. Call 421-8200.
F¥ou will find, “99 LIVONIA CHECK.
ING” worth changing banks to get! M

“ti 6:00 P.M. Fri. ¢
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